
Volume 9 - Issue 3    MATES Messenger             Friday, June 3, 2011 

 MATES Messenger 
Marine Academy of Technology and Environmental Science 

Principalôs Message 

June 2011 

 
     The school year has come and gone so fast; it is always 

quite noticeable how much you have grown: socially, emo-

tionally, and intellectually. We already cannot wait to wel-

come you into the next grade in September. We are also 
excited about meeting the new students who will advance 

into our MATES community.  

     Thank you to all who gave of their time this year to help 
with the students in whatever capacity. Our students have 

certainly enjoyed and benefited from your many devoted 

hours with them this past year. Congratulations to all of the 
MATES students on their hard work, effort, and enthusi-

asm, contributing to another year of success. Congratula-

tions to all of the students who represented us this year in 

the many symposiums, presentations, and conferences ï we 
are very proud of all of your efforts and accomplishments!  

 

Congratulations to the Class of 2011 and best wishes in all 
of their future endeavors - you will be missed! 

 

ñSuccess is a science; if you have the conditions, you get 
the result.ò - Oscar Wilde 

 

I hope each and every one of you has a great summer! 
 

Sincerely, 

 
Mrs. Alison L. Carroll 

Principal 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Delaware Valley Science Fair 

by Mary Gibbs 
 

     MATES independent student researchers who qualified 
at the Jersey Shore Science Fair continued on to compete in 

the Delaware Valley Science Fair. The competition took 

place on April 6, 2011 at The Greater Philadelphia Expo 
Center at Oaks. The student researchers arrived to school in 

business apparel and departed in the OCVTS vans to the 

fair. Students were required to present their research pro-

jects to a set of category judges that decided the awards that 
the individuals in each category would win. Also, some 

students had to present to special judges from different or-

ganizations that awarded prizes, such as medals and schol-
arships.  

     Projects presented by MATES students included but 

were not limited to Economic and Social Relationships ver-
sus Education by Victoria Levchenko and Nutrient Fluctu-

ations due to Synthetic Biohavens in Ocean County, New 

Jersey by Kevin Hess. After a long day of presenting, stu-

dents rushed to the lists that delineated who won which 
awards. The MATES students that received awards were 

Victoria Levchenko, Kevin Hess, Mary Gibbs, Margaret 

Rice, Emily Beyer, and Thomas Zdyrski. Dr. Wnek said 
about the fair this year, ñIt was the best showing we ever 

had. It gives us a clear indication of what is needed to med-

al in order to move on to the national fair.ò When asked 
about his experience, Kevin Hess replied, ñOverall, it was a 

lot of harsh judging, but I was able to meet a lot of new 

people. It was an experience I will never forget.ò  

     The student researchers that competed in this fair would 
like to thank Dr. Wnek and Mr. Kelsey for their guidance 

and support. Hopefully, more students will be able to com-

pete in this competition next year. 
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Behind the Scenes of ñA Night in the Spotlightò 

by Matthew Kolbusz 
 

After 789 Facebook Posts, 9 Meetings with Vanity 
Fare, and daily communication via e-mails, the Junior 

Class Council was ready to open the doors to ñA Night in 

the Spotlight 2011ò MATES Prom. This yearôs phenome-
nal prom was held at the very modern and elegant Vanity 

Fare located on Route 70 West in Lakewood. This gor-

geous venue was the location to the delicious assortment of 

hors d'oeuvres Σ Ƴŀǎǎ ǘŀƪŜǎ of photographs, beautiful 

scenery and table arrangements, and outstanding entertain-

ment for this yearôs prom. 
The Junior Class Council notes that the planning 

process was certainly an enjoyable one. Via strong team-

work skills and daily communication, they were successful-

ly able to plan every detail in an orderly fashion.  Prom 
Committee members Mrs. Conti, Sapna Syal, Matthew 

Kolbusz, Amber Thiel, Tyler Grant, Greg Kamback, Kel-

sey Hickey, Jim Geddis, and Udara Fernando along with 
advisor Mrs. Conti were all part of the planning process of 

this yearôs prom. There diligent work and creative minds 

were put to the test to produce a spectacular prom ï one 

that will never be forgotten. 
The 2011 Junior Class Council has been known to 

take each responsibility to the next level. It certainly will be 

remembered as part of their legacy. Therefore, they decided 
to transcend the expectations of an ordinary prom. From 

the 14 different types of hors d'oeuvres  to the Red Car-
pet and Gazebo scenery to the Intelligent Lights System 

and DJ entertainment, a 10 on a 10 scale was not sufficient; 
it needed to be planned for an 11. Many people ask, ñWhat 

is the secret to planning an indelible prom?ò The answer: 

Plan as if this event is your last. Attempt to add to what 

was done the previous year. Via daily communication, even 
if it is for 3 minutes a day during homeroom, you will real-

ize what is completed and what needs to be done. Keep a 

calendar and remember to plan the food, entertainment sys-
tem, scenery, decorations, favors, and invitations with as 

much creativity and elegance, but remember to stay on 

your budget! 
 After viewing the venue on November 17, 2010, 

they knew they had found the one.  Working alongside pro-

fessionals Mrs. Jennifer Hayes and Intern Lauren, the event 

surpassed Prom Committee Member Matthew Kolbuszôs 
expectations. From the Caesar Salad, Baked Ziti, Chicken 

Francaise, and Mashed Potato Bar to the Ice Cream Sundae 
Bar and Cake, the food was overall very delicious and 

highly recommendable. The golden clothed tables with a 

modern white transparent veil covers to the black ribbons, 

the room was very decorative and glowing. The Intelligent 
Lights system, brought to us by Be Our Guest Entertain-

ment, introduced red, green, and blue tiny dots on the dance 

floor and supplied lights that moved to the beat of the 
sound. 

ñA Night in the Spotlightò 2011 MATES Prom will 

be an unforgettable one. Guests came in with hopeful faces, 

and left knowing they had the time of their lives. They even 

got to see their name in either bright silver or gold stars as 

they walked in and finally walked out on the red carpet; 

this marked their importance on the MATES version of 

Hollywood Walk of Fame. Our guests had a very memora-

ble and delighted time spent at the beautiful Vanity Fare. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A group of MATES Juniors responsible for planning the 

prom. 

Many of the seniors posing for pictures before prom. 
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 The MATES Talent Show 

By Anju Malhotra & Jessica Sansone  

 
     Friday, March 4, 2011 was a night filled with entertain-

ment. This was the night of the MATES Talent Show. The 

Senior and Sophomore Classes organized this event and 
had a great turnout. They had sixteen students who show-

cased their wonderful talents, including singing, playing a 

musical instrument, and sign language. There were three 
teacher judges: Mrs. Dill, Mr. Hegerich, and Mr. MacDon-

ald, who took on the challenge of judging. This was a great 

task to take on because all the performers were so talented, 

that it must have been extremely difficult for them to dis-
cern who was to receive the prize. The Sophomore Class 

provided delicious snacks and beverages including soft 

baked chocolate chip cookies and cupcakes skillfully ar-
ranged to resemble popcorn.  

     The hosts were two Senior MATES students, Norma 

Jean Lapsley and Rob Start, who cracked cheesy jokes be-
tween every act. The night started with the singing catego-

ry, in which seven MATES students sang their hearts out 

and graced our ears with their beautiful voices. After the 

singers each had a chance to perform, there was a brief in-
termission during which the sophomores provided refresh-

ments. After the audience was satisfied and full of delicious 

baked goods, the show went on with the musical instrument 
category. These instruments included guitars, pianos, and a 

cello. In the last category, Jordyn Caporale used sign lan-

guage to ñsingò along to a song. This talent was very 
unique. After the performances the awards were handed 

out.  

     The judges had a very hard time choosing the winners, 

but after some tough decisions, they made their choices. 
For the Vocal and Singing Category the third place winner 

was Jill Hubbard, the second place winner was Hannah 

Glen, and the first place winner was Natalia Stefano. In the 
Musical Instrument Category the third place winners were 

Chelsea Aure, Patrick Maulion, and Christie Aure; the se-

cond place winner was Patrick Mata; and the first place 

winner was James Priestly. In the Miscellaneous Category 
the first place winner was Jordyn Caporale. After the 

awards were given out the night came to a close. All of the 

performers did a wonderful job and congratulations to the 
winners.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 Left to Right: Mr. Hegerich, Mrs. Dill, and Mr. MacDon-
ald judging the talent show. 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Performers lined up on stage to receive awards.  

 

Helping the World, One Fundraiser at a Time 

by Walker Davis 

 
     Over the last few months, the Human Rights Club has 

been busy raising money for victims of natural disasters. 
Starting with the world-famous beard contest, and continu-

ing with a movie night, and basketball. The club has not 

had a moment to spare all year.  

 Club president Nick Lavrov says, ñWith the recent 
natural disasters in Japan and in the South, as well as the 

human rights violations occurring in North Africa and the 

Middle East, the Human Rights Club had a lot of issues to 
address. Every year we set out to raise more money than 

the previous year, and we have already met our goal. 

Thanks to the work of our members and the cooperation of 
the school, we will be able to donate over $700 to various 

charities this year.ò Club advisor, Mr. Holland is especially 

proud of the clubôs accomplishments, saying that he hopes 

that with the upcoming football fundraiser, the club will 
raise over $1000 for charity.  
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 Mr. MATES 2011! 

by Udara Fernando and Greg Kamback 
  
     On March 25, 2011, the annual Mr. MATES competi-

tion took place at Toms River North High School. Spon-

sored by the junior class council and hosted by Mrs. Dill, 

the event was a huge success. The nightôs theme was inten-
sity, and intense it was. Over $800 was raised for the junior 

class council. Mrs. Conti, Junior Class Council advisor, 

remarked, ñThe juniors outdid themselves this year and 
were even more spectacular than expected.ò Fourteen con-

testants competed for the title of Senior Mr. MATES and 

Junior Mr. MATES.  
     The show started off with a dynamic intro to the song 

ñDynamiteò by Taio Cruz. The contestants and Mrs. Dill 

fist pumped their way through the aisles, exciting the 

crowd. The show included a choreographed dance to 
ñCalifornia Gurlsò by Katy Perry, a swimsuit segment, a 

talent segment, a formalwear segment, and a question/

answer segment. During a brief intermission, Jackson Lib-
erty High School student Drew Barkley performed a Kings 

of Leon rendition.  

     After careful deliberation, the judges decided on Max 
McGrath as Senior Mr. MATES and Patrick Jones as Jun-

ior Mr. MATES. Sapna Syal, Junior Class President, re-

marked, ñEveryone was blown away with the contestantsô 

performances. A huge thanks to all the contestants, Mrs. 
Dill, the Junior Class Council, the numerous volunteers, the 

Freshman Class Council, the Judges, and everyone who 

came to watch the show!ò The night was exhilarating and 
fun for everyone who attended.  

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

  

 

 
Left to Right: Patrick Jones, Jr. Mr. MATES and Max 

McGrath, Sr. Mr. MATES 

Candy Land Dance 

by Anju Malhotra 
 

     The Candy Land Dance was a blast! It was held on Fri-
day, May 6, run by the Freshman Class, and was a night 

full of great music, fun, and dancing! There was an impres-

sive turnout and almost everyone danced the whole timeð
even Mrs. Carroll and Se¶ora Pachas-Araya! 

     The freshmen did a fantastic job putting this dance to-

gether. They came up with a creative theme and stuck to it, 

creating a mystical Candy Land atmosphere for the dance. 
They recruited an amazing DJ who played only the finest 

music, Omar Mohamed.  Matt Kolbusz of the Junior Class 

said, ñThe Freshman Council did a very nice job planning 
this year's Candy Land Spring Dance! From DJ Omar to 

the M&M photo shoot area, the freshmen definitely deserve 

merit for their first orga-
nized dance!ò  

     The first thing one 

could see upon entering 

the building was a table 
filled with all sorts of 

candy. There were Pep-

permint Patties, Twix, 
and Milky Ways!  ñThe 

candy was a nice touch,ò 

says Jake Convery, a 
Sophomore of MATES, 

ñI kept going back to the 

candy tables all night!ò Right before entering the gym there 

were cardboard cutouts of the Red and Yellow M&M, per-
fect for taking pictures. Ultimately, the decorations set the 

magical theme of Candy Land.  

     All in all, the dance was a major success. ñFrom the 

class council who planned the dance to Omar, the DJ, eve-

rybodyôs hard work paid off,ò said Meaghan Martin, a 

member of the Freshman Class. The decorations were per-

fect, the DJ had excellent taste in music, and it was an 

overall exciting experience.  The freshman class advisor, 

Mr. MacDonald said, ñThe freshman class organized a 

wonderful evening.  We want to give a special "thanks" to 

DJ Omar for keeping everyone on the dance 

floor!ò Congratulations to the Freshman Class on planning 

their first successful dance!  

Above: Students taking a picture 

in the M&M buddy photo area. 
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The Spectacular Science Olympiad Competition! 

by Neha Syal and Sapna Syal 
 

     The MATES Science Olympiad team has been working 

diligently with Miss Zatta, their advisor, to compete at the 

State Finals Tournament.  Getting to the state competition 

was not easy.  The team had to compete in the regional 
competition at Camden County College in Blackwood, 

New Jersey on Saturday January 8, 2011.  Division B 

(grades 5-9) and Division C (grades 9-12) students compet-
ed in the tournament in different categories.  The categories 

that Division C students competed in were Life, Personal & 

Social Science, Earth & Space Science, Physical Science & 
Chemistry, Technology & Engineering, and Inquiry & Na-

ture of Science.  Each of these categories had topics that 

consisted of two or three students on a team representing 

their schools.    
     The results for the top eight places for MATES in the 

regional competition: Anatomy and Physiology- 8th place, 

Astronomy- 5th place, Dynamic Planet- 5th place, Experi-
mental Design- 8th place, Forensics- 3rd place, Mousetrap 

Vehicle- 5th place, Protein Modeling- 5th place, Technical 

Problem Solving- 3rd place, Towers- 7th place, and Wind 
Power- 8th place.  The team placed 5th overall, which ad-

vanced them to the State Finals Tournament.  

     The State Finals Tournament was held on Tuesday, 

March 15, 2011 at Middlesex County College in Edison, 
New Jersey.  Division B and C students competed in the 

categories that were held at the regional competition, along 

with additional categories.   
     As the organziers of the competition tallied the results, 

there was a hazmat demonstration held in the gymnasium.  

A man showed everyone the proper way to put on a hazmat 

suit, which is used when dealing with hazardous materials 
or substances in toxic environments.   

     After the hazmat performance, the top six places in each 

category and the top teams were announced.  Nick Lavrov 
and Tom Zdyrski placed 5th in Technical Problem Solving, 

and Caitlin McGee and Sapna Syal placed 5th in Fossils.        

     MATES did not place in the top few teams, but the stu-
dents worked hard throughout the course of the competition 

to do their best.  The top team from Division B and Divi-

sion C would advance to the 27th annual National Science 

Olympiad Tournament at the University of Wisconsin from 
May 18, 2011 to May 21, 2011.   

     Sophomore Jordyn Caporale joyfully said, ñIt was the 

bomb! I had an awesome time, met some cool people, and 
next year I'll be back to take 1st place!ò  Another sopho-

more, Natalie Einselen, commented, ñI had a great time at 

the competition and I am definitely looking forward to 

competing next year!"   
     Miss Zatta, the teamôs advisor, said, ñI am happy that 

the team made it to the State Finals Tournament and I hope 

that we can push ourselves even further for next year!ò       
Congratulations to the Science Olympiad team for making 

it to the State Finals Tournament! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Envirothon 

by Kelsey Lardiere 
 

     On Saturday, May 7, 2011, two MATES teams compet-

ed in the New Jersey Envirothon at Camp Glen Gray in 
Mahwah. They competed against 37 other teams on 

knowledge of natural resource-related topics, including 

soils, forestry, aquatics, wildlife ecology and current envi-
ronmental issues.  This yearôs Envirothon theme was ñSalt 

and Fresh Water Estuaries.ò 

     For the second year in a row, MATES students won first 

place. The winning team consisted of James Geddis, Alex 
Hascha, Kelsey Lardiere, Michelle Predi, and Ryan Sulli-

van. These students will represent New Jersey in the 2011 

Canon Envirothon at Mount Allison University in Sack-
ville, New Brunswick, Canada in July. Each of the winning 

team members received $1,000 scholarships from the New 

Jersey Association of Conservation Districts, $2,000 schol-
arships from Richard Stockton State College, and $1,000 

scholarships from Applied and Health Sciences at Kean 

University. The second team also performed very well, 

placing ninth overall and first in the current issue category. 
This team consisted of Athena Jones, Cala Champury, Matt 

Dentroux, Evan Herrington, and Emily Golembiski.  

      
(continued on next page) 

The Science Olympiad Team 
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(continued from previous page) 
     The advisors Mr. Sprague and Mr. Werner were thrilled 

to see a long season of studying and dedication result in 

victory. Mr. Werner commented, ñItôs been another good 
year. They all worked really hard, and it paid off.ò Accord-

ing to Michelle Predi, ñThe things I have learned from En-

virothon have helped me in every subject and the experi-
ences have been priceless. I couldnôt ask for a better experi-

ence.ò   

     Similarly, New Jersey Secretary of Agriculture Douglas 

H. Fisher commented on the competition. ñEach team spent 
the school year preparing for the Envirothon by studying 

environmental, science, and natural resource topics, so eve-

ry student came away a winner with all the knowledge they 
gained leading up to and including the competition,ò said 

Secretary Fisher.  ñWe urge these bright, motivated stu-

dents to continue this course of study and consider careers 
in agriculture and natural resource-related fields.ò Moreo-

ver, The knowledge gained from Envirothon is priceless, 

and all of the participants highly recommend looking into 

signing up. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jersey Shore Science Fair 

by Dylan Everett 

 
     On Saturday, March 19, 2010, the 36th annual Jersey 
Shore Science Fair welcomed over 700 students from 

around the state to present their research projects. Judges 

representing various fields of science carefully graded the 

projects to select winners (and the honorable mentions) in 
the intermediate (grades 9 and 10) and upper divisions 

(grades 11 and 12). Categories included biochemistry, bota-

ny, behavioral and social science, chemistry, computers, 
engineering, environmental science, earth and space sci-

ence, medicine and health, mathematics, microbiology, 

physics, and zoology; students could also enter the team 

projects category. The first, second, and third place winners 
in each category were then entered to compete in the Dela-

ware Valley Science Fair in Valley Forge, Pennsylvania 

(on April 6). Entrants in this science fair compete to win 

prizes and scholarships. 
     This year, MATES students presented twenty-seven 

projects in the Jersey Shore Science Fair; students from 

every grade entered the Fair, with ambitious freshmen com-
pleting their research projects earlier than usual so they 

could enter. The judges awarded six honorable mentions, 

three third place titles, four second place titles, and three 
first place titles to MATES projects. Also, of the seven spe-

cialty awards offered at the Fair (sponsored by various or-

ganizations), MATES students took home the awards for 

best water project, best overall behavioral and social sci-
ence project, and top overall astronautics project; some of 

these students will go on to present their projects at other 

competitions or meetings. 
     ñThe Jersey Shore Science Fair is a good venue for the 

students to present their research, especially since some of 

the other ótheme-based science schoolsô also compete.  All 
MATES students that present research outside of the school 

will qualify to graduate with óresearch distinction.ô I am 

proud of the students who put themselves out there, to con-

duct research and present it, especially the freshmen, as it 
takes a lot of work and dedication,ò said Mr. Wnek. Junior 

Victoria Levchenko also felt that her fellow entrants pre-

sented outstanding projects, stating, ñIt was surprising how 
much MATES has taught me and helped me, and all of 

MATES, stand out from the rest of the schools.ò Senior 

Lauren Palatini said of the Fair, ñIt was only my second 

year at the Jersey Shore Science Fair, but I am definitely 
going to miss it!ò Congratulations to everyone who com-

peted in the fair, and good luck to next yearôs team! 

 
 

 

Marissa Parkerôs 

project (ñAn analy-

sis of podiatric 

health in dancers vs. 

non-dancersò), 
which won second 

place in her catego-

ry. 

The winning  

Envirothon Team. 
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NOSB Film Wins National Prize 

by Walker Davis 

 

     Matt Eisenschmeid and Jeanne Stad recently won the 

NOSB 2011 ñLiving on the Ocean Planetò Contest. Run by 

the National Ocean Science Bowl, the contest required partici-

pants to film a video about how man ekes out a living with the 

help of the ocean. Matt and Jeanne met this challenge when 

they filmed ñA Fragile Oceanò for Ms. Heldôs oceanography 

class in December. The video was about how mankind re-

sponds to natural disasters, with an emphasis on the sea. Ei-

senschmeid said of his accomplishments ñMs. Held didnôt 

even think weôd finish the project and we ended up winning!ò  

     Ms. Held states, "I am extremely proud of both Jeanne and 

Matt's accomplishment and winning this award.  Their animat-

ed video will now be viewed through a national venue as to 

outreach and to educate society on the importance of humans 

responding in environmental disasters. They have made my-

self and their school very proud."  

     Ms. Held also wanted to remind us that last year, Tyler 

Blue, won the region and then took 2nd in the national over-

all. Ms. Held states, ñ I am sure you will all join me in con-

gratulating both Jeanne and Matt in winning the region.  ñA 

Fragile Oceanò won first place in the Mid-Atlantic Region.ò  

     If you would like to see their video, please go to http://

www.youtube.com/watch?v=RPFZbSXo2IE and click on the 
one that says ñA Fragile Oceanò by Jeanne Stad and Matt Ei-

senschmied and enjoy.  It is only 2 minutes long so please 

take the time and enjoy.  

 
 

Our Future is Bright 

from Ms. Minnier, Mrs. Carroll, and Ms. Held 
 

     A few months ago, I had lunch with Emily Rogalsky 

(graduate of MATES) and Mrs. Mary Hough (former MATES 

English teacher). Emily told us that she was headed to Antarc-

tica. Emily was discussing how she had to go to the dentist to 

have her teeth checked before she went away. This was man-

datory because they would be on a vessel (away from civiliza-

tion) for months.  Below is a newspaper article that Ms. Held 

sent me about Emily. Please take a minute and check it out! 

 

http://www.app.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?
AID=/201105260410/NJNEWS/305260013  
 
     Two of the presenters for our symposium day were MA-

TES graduates. And Ms. Held wanted to share some infor-

mation about them. Ms. Held wrote, ñOn another note, other 

graduates of that same MATES class [referring to Emily Ro-

galsky], Shannon Harrison, will be spending 2 months, leav-

ing this week, in Australia doing oceanographic research 

and Dakota Goldinger is going back to Spain doing the 
same.   It is amazing to me how the drive and dedication of 

these past MATES students have brought them such ac-

complishments before even graduating college.  I am so 
proud of them pursuing what they came here to MATES to 

prepare them foré their ñOcean Dreams.ôò  

     More good news...Jon Leibowitz (Class of 2009)has 
been selected as a CLP Lambert Fellow! The CLP Lambert 

Fellowship award amounts to $7,000 annually.  The Insti-

tute will provide $1,000 to the Meade laboratory at the be-

ginning of each academic year of the fellowship to cover 
research related costs (for example, lab supplies and instru-

ment usage charges, etc.) and up to $1,000 annually for 

support for participation in scientific conferences and meet-
ings. These travel funds will be administered by CLP and 

can cover conference registration and travel costs.  Jon will 

also receive a $4,000 stipend for living expenses; and 

$1,000 support for materials and supplies provided to the 
Meade lab for summer research.  

     As an awardee, Jon is expected to engage in full-time 

research for an 8-week period each summer for two years. 
He will also be encouraged to actively participate in the 

CLP-sponsored workshops and Institute-sponsored sympo-

sia.  We can all be very proud of Jonôs success!  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RPFZbSXo2IE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RPFZbSXo2IE
http://www.app.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/201105260410/NJNEWS/305260013
http://www.app.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/201105260410/NJNEWS/305260013


Outside MATES  
Page 8      MATES Messenger             Friday, June 3, 2011 

Pleasant Grove Bogs: A Working Tour 

by Shandrea Hickok 

 
     During the summer, Mary Gibbs, Jim Geddis, and 

Shandrea Hickok worked as MATES interns under the NJ 

Forest Service at the Forest Resource Education Center 
(FREC). During our internship, we cleared out debris of an 

old, demolished house located in Jackson, NJ. This site, 

known as the Pleasant Grove Bogs, was an old cranberry 
bog. Recently, Jim Geddis and Shandrea Hickok were able 

to return to the area to create an accessible walking path 

through the bogs. 

     On Sunday, March 27, 2011, volunteers from the Jack-
son Pathfinders, New Jersey Forest Service, Barnegat Bay 

Partnership, Ocean County Vocational/Technical School, 

New Jersey Forest Service and community members gath-
ered for a day of hard work at Pleasant Grove Bogs led by 

Kirsten Holt, Watershed Ambassador to the Barnegat Bay. 

The 58 acre parcel of land, a lovely addition to the Forest 
Resource Education Center (FREC), was recently acquired 

through New Jersey Green Acres funding and consists of 

trails, streams, and cedar swamps. 

     To help clean up the site, 14 volunteers came prepared 
with sturdy work clothing and tools. One of the volunteers 

even had a machete to cut through the dense vegetation! 

Along this working tour of the area, the group divided into 
teams to conquer tasks such as collecting recyclables, trim-

ming back the trails, and replacing planks along sensitive 

wetlands for easy access. Jim Geddis enumerated, "It is 
great to be a part of a small group of people enthusiastic 

about saving the few parts of Jackson yet to be developed. 

This way we can all take advantage of the recreational op-

portunities and the environmental benefits associated with 
preserving this unique ecosystem within our communi-

ty." The group worked hard and within a few hours, sever-
al bags of trash and recyclables were collected. In the end, 

a clear walking path was created and the environment was 
improved. 

     In the future, the Pleasant Grove Bogs will have more 

volunteer opportunities to improve the site. By visiting the 
FREC, one can obtain more information about the history 

of the bogs and how to get involved. According to Kirsten 

Holt, the advisor of the event, "The work put into the Pleas-

ant Grove Bogs today will prove to be essential to natural-
ists, students and the public alike in exploring and under-

standing these pristine headwaters." Through the hard work 

of volunteers, the Pleasant Grove Bogs will be a future lo-
cation of recreation, wildlife observation, continued educa-

tion and research. 

 
 

Pleasant Grove Bogs stream 

The Pleasant Grove Bog 

Shandrea Hickokand Jim Geddis 
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Adventures at Arts High 

by Rachel Paul 
 

     In the fall, the school announcements mentioned a program 

called "Arts High" at Ocean County College.  This program 

offers a class at Ocean County College for local high school 

students during the spring semester.  Applications were due by 

November 30th, auditions were December 11th, and classes 

started on February 2nd.  The program is open to all students 

9th to 12th grade.  Classes include Multi-Genre Writing, Poet-

ry, Modern Dance, Jazz Improv, Music Composition, Brass 

Ensemble, Woodwind Ensemble, Musical Theatre, Percussion 

Ensemble, Theatre Arts, Photography, Visual Arts, and Film 

Making.  The Ocean County branch did not have enough stu-

dents to fill all of these classes this year, most likely because 

this was the first year in Ocean County.  Arts High has been 

successful in Monmouth County for several years.  Each class 

is taught by a professional artist in the corresponding art. 

     These classes are a great way to learn about the arts and 

meet other students who like the same things.  Most classes 

have between four and ten people in them this year, though 

the program says it can accept about fifteen students per class. 

     The classes require leaving school early once a week in 

order to take a separate bus to the college, which means miss-

ing fourth block; therefore, it is only feasible if you are a dedi-

cated student as well.  Missing class usually results in having 

to do extra homework or make up work in order to stay on top 

of things.  In addition, the art teachers assign homework of 

their own each week.  This could be to finish a painting, take 

photos based on the given requirements, or research modern 

dancers.  Another point to consider would be the price.  It is a 

class at a college, so it is not cheap.  This program is only rec-

ommended for those that really want to learn about their art, 

and are willing to do the work that it takes. 

     At first, I had to decide whether I would be able to handle 

the additional work, then I had to choose a class.  After much  

thought, I decided to take the photography class.  There are 

only eight people in my class: two freshmen, one senior, and 

five sophomores; our teacher is a professional photographer. 

     Each week, we have an assignment.  During the first week, 

we were told to take pictures of white eggs, so we could learn 

how to use our cameras' settings and achieve the right expo-

sure in our photos without using a flash.  Since then, we have 

had assignments including portraits, abstracts, motion, light 

painting, textures, colors, photojournalistic, candid, shadows, 

self portraits, and more.    Usually we submit two or three 

photos a week. 

     At the end of the course, there is a festival at the college for 

friends, family, and teachers of the Arts High students.  For 

instance, the photography students display some of their pho-

tos and the dancers prepare a performance.     

(For more info on classes, visit http://www.ocean.edu/

artshigh.htm). 

 
The following are photos that Rachel Paulôs photography 

class: 
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Texture & Framing  
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Relay for Life 

from Mr. Hegerich 

 
     After months of preparation, MATES launched the Re-

lay for Life weekend for the American Cancer Society. Into 

the wee hours of the night and through dawn, students cele-
brated survivors, encouraged victims, and remembered lost 

friends and family. By attending this event, they ultimately 

swore that they would fight the disease on all fronts until 
the day comes where Cancer will no longer haunt humani-

ty. In all, MATES was able to raise $1,897 for Cancer re-

search.  

     The American Cancer Society gives out one single 
award for Relay: The Spirit Award . This highly coveted 

prize is offered to the one team that shows commitment, 

compassion, and enthusiasm above all others. Schools, cor-
porations, and small businesses were eclipsed as the MA-

TES team took this honor for the 2011 Relay for Life. A 

beautiful trophy is being engraved for the accolade. The 
students and their families have shown, once more, the tre-

mendous benefits public education has on our local com-

munity. Thanks for all of your help, encouragement, and 

donations.  

Mr. Hegerich and the Relay team. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

The luminaries in dedication to cancer victims and survi-
vors. 

 

 

Relay walkers 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

MATES students trying to fit into one big shirt! 


