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Marine Academy of Technology and Environmental Science 

Principalôs Message 

Fall 2011 
 
     Perhaps one of the most important observations I have 

made while walking through our halls is the sense of em-

powerment that comes from being connected to someone or 

something and being a productive member of that group. I 
see that come to fruition on a daily basis in my role as prin-

cipal of MATES. You are encouraged by your teachers and 

your peers to find your passion and make the connection. 
With a wonderfully committed faculty and the variety clubs 

and opportunities provided at MATES, there is something 

for everyone.   
     What continues to impress me the most is the maturity 

you demonstrate by recognizing that your school communi-

ty is a microcosm of ñthe real world.ò It is understood that 

mutual respect is of paramount importance to be able to 
work and coexist together in peace and harmony.   

      As you approach the end of the semester, please take 

stock of the progress you have made. Whether it is academ-
ic or social/emotional growth, take time to celebrate what 

you have accomplished. Goals for any kind of success are 

powerful motivators - they remind us of how far we have 
come and how far we want to go! It is very gratifying to see 

you progress; we are all very proud of what you have ac-

complished thus far and look forward to working with you 

for the remainder of your high school experience. Our mis-
sion is to educate each and every student to better prepare 

him or her for the world beyond MATES; the work we do 

here each and every day ensures that you will be well pre-
pared. 

 

     Have a wonderful holiday season! 

 
Allison L. Carroll 

Principal 

 

 

 
 

 

                                 

MATES Student Summit 

by Udara Fernando and Dylan Everett 

 
     This yearôs Clean Ocean Action Student Summit took 

place on Thursday, October 6 at Island Beach State Park. 

Approximately 300 students representing middle schools 
throughout southern New Jersey came to learn about the 

coast, our ocean and its species. Students spent 12 minutes 

at each learning station, answering workbook questions. 
Each station focused on various topics, including inverte-

brates, the enviroscape, Project Terrapin, recycling, shells, 

horseshoe crabs, and beach sweeps. MATES seniors were 

in charge of teaching at these stations. The middle school 
students held terrapins, seashells, invertebrates, and horse-

shoe crab shells while learning about them. This interactive 

learning experience is a unique characteristic of the Student 
Summit.  

     Everyone involved seemed to enjoy the day. Ms. Held 

commented, ñAs always, the senior MATES class did an-
other outstanding job at this yearôs Student Summit. This 

day has always stood out and been a highlight for me as an 

educator. I get to see our students passionate about the 

chance to educate and outreach to their younger peers about 
the importance of protecting our worldôs oceans and its 

inhabitants. I get to see the excitement on the younger chil-

drenôs faces as they get to learn about invertebrates and 
terrapins and those that enthusiastically wonder and ques-

tion because they have never stepped foot on a beach be-

fore. On that day I get to witness our students as the next 
teachers of environmental sustainable education, which in 

turn is ultimately passed down to the youth and teachers of 

tomorrow.ò   (Continued on page 3) 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Seniors Marissa Parker and Sapna Syal instructing students 
at the Student Summit 
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To Surfing Day 2011  

by Meredith Foor & Rachel Paul 

 
     On September 21, 2011, the junior class went surfing 

with Mr. Coen, Mr. Holland, Mr. Sprague, Mr. Bixler and 

Mr. MacDonald.  When the juniors first arrived at Long 
Beach Island, Mr. Coen gave a quick lesson about how to 

navigate the board through the waves and divided the stu-

dents into six separate groups.  Immediately following the 
lesson the first group grabbed their surfboards and got in 

the water. After each group had surfed, everybody went to 

lunch at the pizza parlor down the block. 

     ñIt was a really excellent day for everyone in-
volved.  There were some students who had never been in 

the ocean who stood up on a surf board,ò Mr. Coen said. 

Mr. Coen was not the only one who had positive feedback 
about the trip. Luke Parsons, a student who was able to 

stand up on a board said, ñI had a lot of fun. Iôm so glad we 

got to go on our class trip.ò Others were not quite as lucky 
and did not get to stand up, but that did not keep anyone 

from enjoying themselves. Neha Syal sat with a smile on 

her face while she reminisced and spoke of the class trip, 

ñIt was a dream come true to me when Mr. Coen inspired 
me to stand up three-fourths of the way on the surfboard.ò 

The junior class trip of 2011 was a great success that left 

every student with wonderful memories of their day spent 
at the beach! 
 

  

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
Members of the Junior class surfing 

 

National Honor Society Coat Drive 

by Dylan Everett 
 
     This year, the MATES chapter of National Honor Socie-

ty is running a winter coat drive. Students can place new or 

gently-used coats (along with other items such as gloves, 

hats, and scarves) in the donation box located in the en-
trance of the school. Childrenôs coats will be given to ele-

mentary students in need of winter clothing in Lacey, and 

anything that cannot be used by the elementary school will 
be donated to Southern Ocean County Hospital. Dr. Wnek, 

the advisor of NHS, said, ñItôs a shame that some people 

donôt have jackets when they are so important in the winter, 
so this is a great opportunity to make sure that people have 

the necessities for the winter.ò 

     Michelle Predi, the president of NHS, feels that ñthis is 

a great way for the members of our school to benefit the 
community!ò NHS will be accepting donations through 

early December in order to ensure that the coats get to 

those who need them as soon as possible. If you have any 
spare coats, hats, gloves, scarves, et cetera, get them in 

soon. Thanks. 

 
 

 

      The NHS coat drive collection box 
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(SUMMIT continued from Page 1) 

 
     As the most experienced MATES students, the seniors 
shared the knowledge they have acquired over the past 

three years. Senior Sapna Syal said that the summit ñwas a 

great way to educate students about the coastal environ-

ment and how to protect it.ò Overall, everyone involved did 
a great job, including the MATES senior class, Clean 

Ocean Action, Ms. Held, and Dr. Wnek, who wanted to 

thank the class of 2012: ñThanks to the seniors for making 
the middle school students so attentive. 
     Senior Sapna Syal said that the summit ñwas a great way to 

educate students about the coastal environment and how to 

protect itò. Overall, everyone involved did a great job, includ-

ing the MATES senior class, Clean Ocean Action, Ms. Held, 

and Dr. Wnek, who wanted to thank the class of 2012: 

ñThanks to the seniors for making the middle school students 

so attentive and ready to learn!ò 

 

 

 

Halloween Dance Happenings 

by Stephen Zuckerman 

 
     The Halloween Dance was an awesome night for all 
who attended.  It was guaranteed that this yearôs dance 

would be a success from the intense planning made by the 

Junior Class Council.  Many of the attendees arrived 

dressed for the occasion.  Students wearing wacky and cre-
ative costumes were a frequent sight.  Needless to say, peo-

ple were in the Halloween spirit and ready to dance!  Ready 

to get everybody moving on the dance floor was the DJ, 
none other our than our very own Omar Mohamed.  He 

played only the finest music, including the classic 

ñThrillerò by Michael Jackson, which had the whole room 

dancing!  ñThe music is very catchy.  Omar is a great DJò 
said sophomore Parker Milkosky. 

     Towards the end of the dance, the costume contest was 

held.  There were four categories: scariest, funniest, most 
school spirit, and most unique.  The contestants all stood in 

a line and were voted by the crowdôs level of applause.  

Winners (and there could be just one!) for each category 
won a certificate and a Wawa gift card (certainly a popular 

reward).   

     The scariest costume award went to sophomore Stephen 

Zuckerman for dressing up as a ñpop quizò with mock 

questions.  The funniest award went to freshman Dan 
Schwindinger, who was a narwhal, one of natureôs most 

creative animals.  Freshman Lucy Kosty won the school 

spirit award for dressing up as a turtle-loving zombie.  Fi-

nally, freshman Khari Harper won most original for dress-
ing up as a funky 70s character.  The titles were well-

deserved and the four winners received a lot of applause 

from the audience. 
     Ms. Minnier was the advisor of the dance, and she did a 

fantastic job.  ñI just love the Halloween Dance! All of our 

students looked wonderful, and they are so inventive when 
creating their costumes,ò Ms. Minnier responded when 

asked about the dance.  This yearôs Halloween Dance was 

an entertaining night for everyone, and hopefully more stu-

dents will come next year to celebrate in the Halloween 
spirit! 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
Kelsey Lardiere, Nick Zebrowski, and Stephen Zuckerman in the 

costume contest 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A shot of the freshman attendees 
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Molelympics 

by Neha Syal and Rahul Syal 
 

     October 23rd is a very important day for many young 
chemistry students everywhere from 6:02 AM to 6:02 PM.  

Not only is this holiday a week and one day before Hallow-

een, but also, it is Mole Day!  What is a mole, and why is 
this unit of chemistry so important?  One mole of a sub-

stance is equal to 6.022x1023 atoms or molecules of that 

substance. Therefore, one mole of cookies is equal to 

6.022x1023 cookies, and one mole of carbon is equal to 
6.022x1023 atoms of carbon.  A mole is important because 

it allows chemists to count the number of molecules in a 

substance by using mole conversions, instead of counting 
each individual molecule.       

     Several versions of the Pledge of Allegiance have been 

created in honor of Mole Day, emphasizing the significance 
of this unofficial holiday. One version was created by 

Thomas Myers from Kent State University: ñI pledge alle-

giance to the mole, and to the science from which it comes, 

one SI unit, extremely divisible, with micromoles and mil-
limoles for all.ò The sophoñmolesò from Miss Zattaôs 

Chemistry II class celebrated Mole Day by creating mole 

day videos, making stuffed aniñmoles,ò and participating in 
the annual Molympics, created by Miss Zatta.  Miss Zatta 

divided the sophomore class into three sections, and within 

the sections students were able to choose teams of four for 
the competition. 

     There were four events that the students participated in. 

One event was the Scavenger Mole Hunt!  Sophomore 

Evan Zodl created origami moles that were hidden in vari-
ous places around the school, waiting to be found by Mo-

lympics teams.  Evan states, ñI am glad that I had the honor 

of creating the first origami moles in the history of MA-
TES!  I had such a great time as a participant of the Mo-

lympics and I hope that future sophomores will have as 

much fun as I did.ò 

     In another Molympics event, the teams had to solve 
chemistry problems in order to obtain an answer that deter-

mined which classroom number had the next clue for the 

race.  Once all of the clues were collected, the teams put 
their intelligence to the test by guessing the secret word or 

phrase.  Even some of the junior and senior classes were 

eager to participate in the Mole Day celebration by asking 
the sophomore students to perform any talents that they 

possess before handing them their desired clue for the 

chemistry problems event.  
     Another Molympic event consisted of the 6.02 meter 

relay and Mole-Bowling!  For the relay, the teams had to 

sprint from one line to another, each competing against one 

another for the fastest time.  For Mole-Bowling, the stuffed 
aniñmolesò were arranged as bowling pins as normally 

placed in a game of bowling, and a ball was rolled from 

one side of the multipurpose room to the other.  It was 
more challenging than it appeared since the ball had a mind 

of its own at times!  The last event was Moleguard, similar 

to pinguard, but instead of pins, the stuffed ani ñmolesò 
were used once more.  The teams battled it out tournament 

style, with the pressure increasing, teams were eliminated.   

     The Molympics competition was very successful!  The 

winning team consisted of Mitchell Cairns, Monica Doug-
las, Jill Hubbard, and Evan Zodl.  Miss Zatta states, ñI am 

not only proud of this team for their success in the first an-

nual Molympics, but I am also proud of the teamwork and 
cooperation that I witnessed among our sophomores.  I 

look forward to hosting Molympics again next year, and I 

cannot wait to see the interesting moles that our future MA-
TES students will create!ò  Thank you to Miss Zatta for 

putting together the celebration for Mole Day and hosting 

the first annual Molympics! 

 
Left to right: Pat Jones, Juli Kloza, Colleen McGrath, and John 

Van Oostendorp are striking a pose as one of the Mole Day teams 
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On your Mark, Get Set, Save a Seal!  

by Monica Douglas 
 

     The 14th Annual Harbor Seal 5K Run/Walk was held on 

Saturday, November 5, 2011, to benefit the Marine Mammal 

Stranding Center (MMSC). The Marine Mammal Stranding 

Center is a private, non-profit organization that has responded 

to strandings of marine animals, from turtles to seals, since 

1978. Both runners and walkers alike were invited to partici-

pate in this annual event held in Seaside Heights. This 5K 

fundraiser is essential to the MMSC because the organization 

relies on vital donations, fundraising events, grants, and mem-

berships to fund the actions of the organization.  

     Many students, as well as teachers, from the MATES com-

munity participated in the run/walk. The race began promptly 

at ten oôclock on the bright, sunny morning, with many run-

ners anxious to begin. When asked about the event, Matthew 

Kolbusz responded ñThe 14th Annual MMSC 5K was once 

again a phenomenal event where I went out for a great run and 

supported the many stranded marine animals on the Eastern 

Coast along with some of my MATES friends. Though this is 

my senior year, I definitely will be coming back next year 

when I am in college!ò Prizes and awards were given to the 

top runners in each age division. In addition, Mr. Hegerich 

came in third place out of the runners in the age 30-39 divi-

sion. Mr. Hegerich stated that ñIt was a great cause. We had a 

great showing this year and we hope for an even better show-

ing next year!ò Volunteer efforts and donations from various 

companies really made this fundraiser a success and an enjoy-

able event for everyone.  

 

 
 

 

Some of the participants from the MATES community 

 

 

Diving the Depths to a Cleaner River 

by Athena Jones 

 
     For 17 years, divers from all over Ocean and Monmouth 

county have been coming together to clean up the Shark Riv-

er. October 15 marked the 17th annual Shark River cleanup 

dive. An estimated 50-60 people came to aid in the effort to 

clean the area.  

     The dive was hosted by Divers Two at a boat landing in 

Belmar. One cool thing that participants had the opportunity 

to do, besides clean up the environment, was watch a live 

camera from beneath the water that was attached to a hard-hat 

diver. Everyone who was not able to dive on the day of the 

clean-up had a chance to see the conditions of the Shark Riv-

er.  

     One of the worst problems in the Shark River is 

"monofilament mountain,ò which It is a mound of fishing line, 

hooks, and other hazardous waste just off of the pier. Also, 

since I was the trash recorder, I was able to see everything that 

the diverôs pulled out of the water in their ñgoodie bags,ò re-

ported Athena Jones. 

     Ms. Held was present, running it for the 17th consecutive 

time. When asked about the cleanup, she said, ñIt was another 

success and another individual step towards care, respect, pro-

tection and overall stewardship for our valuable marine re-

sources.  It is always nice and makes me feel proud to see fel-

low water enthusiasts, including, but not limited to, many 

MATES students and alumni taking action to make a differ-

ence in the local marine environment. I am looking forward to 

next yearôs event as we clean up a different larger section of 

the Shark River in another step to protect and conserve this 

precious habitat for years to come.ò 

     Although it was cold and windy on the pier, the day was 

still very rewarding. Follow Divers Two on Facebook for 

more infor- mation 

about future dives! 

 

Athena Jones wearing tunicate and bryozoan-covered glasses 
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Reaping the Rewards of Project Terrapin 

by Nick Zebrowski 

 
     On Tuesday, November 22, Dr. Wnek rewarded all of 

the active  Project Terrapin members (those with 20 or 

more logged volunteer hours) with a trip to the Wetlands 
Institute in Stone Harbor and to the Cape May Zoo in Cape 

May. This was indeed a treat for the members of the most 

popular school club! 
     At the Wetlands Institute, students met with conserva-

tion coordinator Dan McLaughlin to talk about terrapin 

conservation and the mission of the Wetlands Institute. He 

discussed the various projects that the Wetlands Institute 
does like build terrapin barriers near major roadways and 

incubate terrapin eggs. Since this program began nearly 10 

years ago, it has reduced the depletion of this species by 
over 50% annually! 

     After the discussion, students were allowed to view the 

instituteôs aquarium with a variety of local species. There 
were also exhibits on the natural bird species in the area 

like Ospreys. It was indeed an intriguing experience. 

     Shortly, the students boarded the bus and went right to 

the Cape May Zoo for over an hour of fun. Arranged in 
buddy-groups, students ventured through the zoo, looking 

at the variety of animals, from local to national to exotic; 

from bald eagles to giraffes and bongos, it was indeed an 
exciting day! 

     When asked about the excursion, Dr. Wnek said, ñIt was 

great to have our Project Terrapin team meet with Dan 
McLaughlin at the Wetlands Institute since their message is 

about the conservation of diamondback terrapins, which is 

also our mission too. We look forward to working with the 

Wetlands Institute on some conservation projects. Also, I 
am proud of the many Project Terrapin volunteers who 

have given so much time (including volunteering during 

their lunch time). As a reward for the 20 or more hours that 
the students have dedicated to Project Terrapin, we includ-

ed the Cape May Zoo as a reward trip. It is such a great 

facility and it seems that we had the zoo to ourselves which 

was also a treat.ò 
     One of the Outreach Leaders for Project Terrapin, 

Marissa Parker, said about the day, ñIt was a fun opportuni-

ty to visit an organization that strives to conserve terrapins 
and educate the community about the same species that our 

school treasures. I loved hearing about the successes of an-

other group that shares some of the same environmental 

goals as Project Terrapin and MATES.ò 
     Thank you to Dr. Wnek, the Wetlands Institute, the 

Cape May Zoo, and Suzie the bus driver, for providing the-

se fortunate Project Terrapin members with an exciting 

day! 
 

Project Terrapin members at the Wetlands Institute 
touch tank 

Posing in front of a marsh ecosystem 
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Emily Rogalsky 

by Bob Mazejy 
 

     Emily Rogalsky was once one of us, a proud student 

at MATES. Now, she is fresh out of college, ready to 

take the world by storm! Emily graduated from MATES 

in 2007, pursuing ecology with concentrations in marine 

science and environmental policy at Rutgers University. 

Most of her college career was spent in the physical and 

biological lab.       

     During the past winter, Emily was selected to embark 

on a research cruise to Antarctica that studied diatom 

productivity. This program is conducted every year 

through the coastal ocean observation lab and takes one 

undergraduate every year. The trip was especially fun for 

Emily because the students were all there for one com-

mon goal. ñScience nerds,ò as Emily calls them, origi-

nate from all over the world, so it was also an intercul-

tural experience as well as a scientific one. Emily reports 

that the weather was like ñone of our warmer winter 

days,ò and that the coldest times were during a harsh 

wind storm. It only snowed on the ship once. Unfortu-

nately, with all of the snow on the ground in the Antarc-

tic and the perpetual sunlight of the Antarctic summer, 

staying outside for more than ten minutes can cause seri-

ous sunburn (known as the albedo effect). Emily was 

exposed to these conditions from two days before 

Thanksgiving to the end of January.  

     During college, Emily was also a part of the student 

government and the Alpha Beta fraternity/sorority which 

is an honors agricultural fraternity/sorority. Emily, who 

graduated in May 2011, now works in Long Valley, New 

Jersey at the Valley Sheppard Creamery. Her daily re-

sponsibilities vary, but she definitely gets a work out 

with all of the manual labor she goes through. Though it 

can be tough sometimes, Emily loves her job at the 

creamery. Many may wonder why an ecology and ma-

rine biology major works at a dairy farm,. Emily looks at 

her job as a stepping stone to her later careers where she 

wishes to apply what she learned to a career in sustaina-

ble agriculture and sustainable urban agriculture. Being a 

part of a small production agency and learning about 

growing crops will help her excel in the future.  

     Looking back as a MATES graduate, Emily attributes 

a great amount of her success to her MATES education. 

To Emily, MATES prepared her very well for college. In 

turn, college was everything she expected it to be. She 

looks back and sees how the work at MATES trained her 

to work efficiently. Another skill that Emily picked up 

from MATES is networking. In fact, the dean of SEBS 

(School of Environmental and Biological Sciences) is 

good friends with her boss at the creamery. But network-

ing is not easy. Emily offers this wisdom: ñProfessors in 

college arenôt going to find you, you have to find them.ò 

Emily truly appreciates what MATES taught her and 

now she has become a successful MATES alumnus.  

 

         Emily working at the creamery. 

 

      Emily posing in front of an iceberg 
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Emily Villa 

by Nick Zebrowski 

 
          It has been a long time since Emily Villa roamed the 

MATES hallways; in fact, she graduated nearly 4 years 

ago! She is currently attending Harvard University and ma-
joring in psychology with a government minor. She utilizes 

her experience from MATES daily in the college world; 

MATES gave her a background of science and research, 
which she integrated with her interests in human nature and 

the social sciences. When asked about her major, Emily 

replied, ñIôm hoping to apply it in some ways to my gov-

ernment minor as well, which I chose based on its rele-
vance to virtually every field of work.ò 

     This past summer, Emily worked as a paralegal intern 

for an organization called Childrenôs Rights. Childrenôs 
Rights, located in New York City, works to reform foster 

care throughout the United States by filing lawsuits against 

state government leaders. Emily mentioned, ñWorking 
there was an extremely rewarding experience, and it in-

spired me to consider the field of public interest law as a 

career.ò Undoubtedly, Emily cares greatly for those in need 

as well as world around her. 
     Emilyôs extracurricular activities in college focus on 

public service. Over the past three semesters, she directed 

an afterschool program that helped to tutor children from 
low-income families in the Boston area. Currently, she di-

rects a mentorship program for older children in the same 

area. She is a member of Harvardôs nonprofit organization, 
ñTrainer Corps,ò which trains new program directors and 

volunteers in tutoring and mentoring skills, as well as pro-

ject and time management.  

     Most recently, Emily has become a member of Har-
vardôs ñSmall Claims Advisory Service,ò which is an or-

ganization of undergraduates who study Massachusettsô 

small claims law and give free legal advice to citizens 
around the state. She has also recently begun working for 

the Office of General Counsel, otherwise known as the 

Harvard lawyers. Emily keeps busy and one may wonder 

how she can have any time to herself. She is clearly driven 
to succeed in everything she does due to her determination, 

compassion, and, not to mention, her kindness. Whatôs 

more, she attends Harvard, which is indeed an accomplish-
ment in itself! 

     To close, Emily says: ñMy time at Harvard has been 

incredible so far. Being surrounded by students with such a 

diverse range of experiences, interests, and talents has ex-
panded my horizons socially, academically, and intellectu-

ally. While my time at MATES did not necessarily deter-

mine my future career path, it helped me determine the ca-

reers I didnôt see myself pursuing, which is just as im-
portant. Even more essentially, the time management skills 

I learned from MATES have helped me immensely in jug-

gling academics, extracurriculars, and a social life in col-
lege, which has led to an overall more fulfilling experi-

ence.ò 

   
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Emily standing by the ocean 
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A Paper Review of Paper Towns 

by Jaime Nicholson & Natalie Einselen 
 

Our Rating: 

 

World Rating:                (amazon.com) 
 

Synopsis: The realistic fiction novel, Paper Towns by John 

Green, takes place in a small suburb close to Orlando, where 
the main character, seventeen-year-old Quentin Jacobsen re-

sides. Since he was a young boy, Quentin has been in love 

with his next door neighbor and childhood friend, the mysteri-

ous, adventurous, and wonderful, Margo Roth Spiegelman.  

     Torn apart by an incident at age nine when the pair came 

across the body of a man who had committed suicide in a lo-

cal park, Quentin and Margo live their lives separately until 

one night, weeks before high school graduation, Margo shows 

up at Quentinôs bedroom window and asks for his help in a 

night of adventure and revenge. Love-struck Quentin gladly 

obliges, ecstatic that Margo has chosen him, thinking now that 

things will finally be different. 

 

Our Review: As with his other novels An Abundance of Kath-

erines and Looking For Alaska, Green creates memorable, 

quirky, yet relatable characters that keep you reading as much 

as the plot does. Filled with hilarity and heart Green spins a 

tale impossible to put down. Yet again, Green leaves you with 

a powerful message: people, like towns on a map, are not one 

dimensional despite their appearance.  

     Throughout the novel, Quentin is blinded by his idea of 

Margo Roth Speigelman, but as he journeys closer to Agloe, 

he discovers Margoôs reason for leaving: once you stripped 

away her aloof facade, she was empty. Margoôs search for 

paper towns reveals the same truth: a dot on a map seems to 

be a town. One can imagine the 

people living there, going about 

their daily business, but upon visit-

ing this dot, all these images fade, 

as their true emptiness is revealed. 

Quentin found Margoôs cracks, and 

the light seeped in. Through this, 

John Green teaches an invaluable 

lesson, that a person is no more 

than a person.  
 

  

The cover for Paper Towns 

 

Songs After Dark  

by Sandra Herrera 

 
My Rating:  

 

World Rating: (goodreads.com) 
 

Synopsis: Never Let Me Go by Kazuo Ishiguro is a bild-

ungsroman, or coming of age novel. It spans the life of the 
main character and narrator, Kathy H. The story begins 

with her driving through the countryside reminiscing about 

her life and choices. She starts her monologue with Hail-

sham, a school she attended in her younger years. Hailsham 
is a private school for clones, whose sole purpose in life is 

to donate organs.  

     In Hailsham, the students are protected from the outside 
world, and kept healthy for their donations. Kathy tells of 

her two best friends, Tommy and Ruth, and how they at-

tempt to stay together, but become slowly estranged. The 
rest of the novel chronicles her life until the moment Kathy 

is once again driving along the quaint landscape. 

 

My Review: The book is very touching, and almost imme-
diately makes the reader connect to the main character 

Kathy. The reader is able to witness nearly every important 

event in her life by watching her grow from an innocent 
child to a wise adult. The book is narrated in an almost con-

versational tone, as if you were sitting with the character as 

she told you about her life over a glass of lemonade. The 
story hooks the reader in this very way. 

     The title is from a song on a fictional album, called 

ñSongs after Darkò that the narrator is infatuated with. Lat-

er on, the song is used as a symbol. My only complaint 
with the book is that at times it is a 

bit slow paced. This book is defi-

nitely not for the adventure yearn-
ing reader, as it is chiefly a recol-

lection of thoughts and emotions. 

The book is more for winding 

downð a nice read before bed. 
 

 

 
The cover for Never Let Me Go 
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This Book is on Fire! Literally! 

A Review of Ray Bradburyôs Fahrenheit 451 

by Shawn Barry 
 

World Rating: (books.google.com) 

 
My Rating:  

 

Synopsis: In the future, a government that censors reading 
materials has changed the meaning of the word ñfireman.ò 

The group of people who used to valiantly brave the harsh 

fires of suburbia have taken up the horrifying task of burn-

ing houses which have unauthorized books in them.  The 
protagonist, Guy Montag, is one of these so-called 

ñfirefighters.ò He is a closed-minded pawn of the govern-

ment, and serves it unquestioningly.  
     The story begins with Montag clocking out from the 

firehouse where he works and beginning his commute 

home by foot. It is a cool night, and he feels himself being 
watched.  Clarisse McClellan makes herself known after 

following him for a few nights. She is an inquisitive young 

teen who has a naive interest in Guy. After following him 

home and conversing with him night after night, her non-
judgmental attitude makes Guy think about his place in life. 

After coming home to his wife, Mildred, who seems glued 

to television screen and is apathetic to his existence, Guy 
begins to think about his life and see the cruelty in what he 

has done in the past.  

     Montag truly realizes the error of his ways when he is 
on a house call for an old ladyôs book collection, swimming 

through the volumes of books and begrudgingly dousing 

them with kerosene in order to burn them. A volume catch-

es his eye, and he decides to take it home before the old 
lady willingly burns down her house, books, and self. Sub-

sequently he meets Faber, an ex-English Professor who 

formulates a plot with Montag to overthrow the establish-
ment and create a new world image not dissimilar from our 

modern day era. Fellow workers at the firehouse are start-

ing to eye Montag suspiciously, and the time to make a 

change to his world is starting to burn at the edges.  
 

My Review: The book is well written with plenty of de-

scriptive detail and characterization, shown through the 
strong, dynamic personalities of Montag, Clarisse, and Fa-

ber.  If you are interested in delving into the novel, I feel 

the book requires an open mind to explore the true meaning 

behind Ray Bradburyôs words. Furthermore, an interest in 
dystopian and sci-fi novels will ñfuelò your reading fervor.  

If you do possess these interests, then you will uncover the 

impeccable analysis of a world without the freedom of 

speech. Find out what made this book so popular through-
out the 20th century. 
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Pop Punkôs Not Dead: A Look at New Found Gloryôs 

Latest Album 

by Kevin Boyles 
My Score:  

 

Worldôs Score:(Alternative Press)  
 

     Social networking and the advent of Garageband have 

made it simpler for anyone to release music, which has un-
fortunately led to a decline in the quality of modern music.  

Despite this, Florida-based punk band New Found Glory 

have persisted since 1997 to provide us with Radiosurgery, 

their seventh full-length record, released on October 4, 
2011. 

     New Found Glory has already experimented with their 

sound in previous works, as seen on 2006ôs Coming Home.  
Considered an awkward move by them, the band decided to 

gravitate more towards a throwback sound, as seen on 

2009ôs Not Without a Fight.  Critics from Kerrang! and 
Alternative Press, both respected music magazines, award-

ed Radiosurgery 4 out of 5 stars, with Kerrang! noting that 

itôs ñpretty much everything anyone could want from a 

New Found Glory record.ò Critics have generally viewed 
Radiosurgery as a more refined version of their older 

sound.                                

     Personally, I think the album is very solid.  The title 
track, released as a single beforehand, leads off the album 

and is catchy enough to bring the listener into the rest of 

Radiosurgery.  My favorite track so far is ñIôm Not the 
Oneò, with arguably the catchiest chorus on the album.  

Overall, the general sound is something any fan of punk 

music would enjoy.  Longtime fans of New Found Glory 

may take some time to adjust to the feel of the songs, as I 
did myself; however, like the rest of their material, I find 

myself quickly hooked by the simple riffs and feel-good 

flow that define who they are. Itôs a worthwhile listen for 
those who want something fresh this fall. 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Ellie Goulding is Taking Over with Lights 

by Ariel Petchel 
 

My Rating:  
 

World's Rating: (telegraph.co.uk) 

 
Synopsis: Ellie Goulding is an English singer-songwriter.  

Her music is pop, but it contains small twists that differen-

tiate herself from many other famous pop singers.  Her de-

but album, Lights, is a collection of songs about a variety of 
different subjects.  Some discuss instant attraction to some-

body, such as "Starry Eyed."  Others, like "This Love (Will 

Be Your Downfall)," tell the story of a star-crossed couple 
whose are too different to last.  The title song ("Lights") is 

about being fascinated with life. 

     A majority of these songs are related to an awakening of 
life and rediscovering why you live the way you do.  Most 

contain romantic themes mixed with upbeat tones.  They 

are cheerful but serious at the same time. 

 
My Review: This CD has a little something for everyone.  

Even though most songs are about love and relationships, 

the songs contain fascinating lyrics, catchy beats, and El-
lie's beautiful, saccharine voice. These songs make you 

think about her message and the, sometimes hidden, mean-

ing she is trying to coney.  I recommend the CD for anyone 
who likes pop music and haunting lyrics, and vocals that 

become intertwined in your head for a long time. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

¢ƘŜ ŀƭōǳƳ ŀǊǘǿƻǊƪ ŦƻǊ wŀŘƛƻǎǳǊƎŜǊȅ 

¢ƘŜ ƻŶŎƛŀƭ ŀƭōǳƳ ŎƻǾŜǊ ƻŦ [ƛƎƘǘǎ 
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 The Legend of Zelda: Skyward Sword 

by Walker Davis 
 

My Rating:  

 

World Rating: (metacritic.com) 
 

Synopsis: The venerable Legend of Zelda returns with a 

brand-new installment for its 25th anniversary. For the 

uninitiated, The Legend of Zelda is THE classic action-

adventure series. Constantly imitated, but never 

matched, the seriesô blend of puzzle-solving, exploring, 

and swordfighting is always entertaining. Skyward 

Sword will likely be Nintendoôs final game for the Wii 

console, and as such, they pulled out all the steps, in-

cluding attempting accurate sword controls.  

 

My Review: While the Legend of Zelda series has a very 

high pedigree, this installment blows the others out of 

the water. Skyward Sword gripped me from the second 

the game began in earnest, and I didnôt put it down ex-

cept to eat, sleep, and go to the bathroom, which might 

just be the greatest possible praise I could award it with. 

The development team wisely chose to not bite off more 

than they could chew, and instead of creating a massive, 

but barren world, they decided to create a dense, com-

pact game brimming with detail.  

     The game begins in a village floating above the 

clouds, but soon you end up venturing to the surface to 

save your childhood friend that was dragged down to 

earth by a cyclone. While the plot is acceptable, the ad-

venture itself is the draw of the game. Each region of the 

world is distinct and constantly hints at further explora-

tion, creating a palpable sense that the game is a living 

world. While on your quest, thereôs never a section that 

wears out its welcome. The settings change rapidly 

enough to constantly engage you, and the occasional mo-

ment of backtracking is never wasted.  

     Several of the dungeons in the game can stand 

amongst the best featured in a Zelda game, and one in 

particular made me put down my controller because its 

sheer audacity shocked me. Finally, the actual swordplay 

in the game lives up to the original promise of the Wii 

remote due to its shocking accuracy. While itôs certainly 

not perfect, the immersion created by forcing you to 

keep angles and timing in mind while fighting monsters 

made me feel like a swordsman more than once. More 

than anything else, Skyward Sword made me feel legiti-

mate wonder, which is a rare feeling for a videogame to 

evoke nowadays. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The case for The Legend of Zelda: Skyward Sword 
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Kiwi: A Peewee Little Bird 

by Cheer Tsang and Monica Chang 

     
     With its quirky round body and its long curved beak, 

the North Island Brown Kiwi (Apteryx haastii) is an unusu-

al little flightless bird, unique to island of New Zealand.  
Although it is a bird, it also has many mammalian traits.  It 

is the only known bird to have whiskers, and has a keen 

sense of smell, often sniffing its surroundings with the ex-
ternal nostrils on its beak.  It does have wings, but they are 

useless, obscured under its fluffy, fur-like feathers. 

Strangely enough, its wings also have claws at the ends. 

Kiwis have the largest egg relative to body size; the egg is 
one-fifth of the kiwiôs weight. The kiwi has become the 

symbol of New Zealand and has been named the countryôs 

national bird.  In fact, New Zealanders are often called 
ñkiwisò in reference to this iconic little bird.   

     Unfortunately, the kiwi has become endangered due to 

human contact.  They are often killed by vehicles on the 
road and by domestic animals, such as pet dogs and cats.  

The survival rate for kiwi chicks is only 5%.  Conservation 

efforts have been undertaken to save this exceptional ani-

mal. The Operation Nest EggÊ program raises kiwi chicks, 
and then releases them back into the wild once they are 

mature enough to fend for themselves.   

 
 

 
 

The Pilot Whale 

by Zach Zega 
 
     Globicephala macrorhynchus, or the Pilot Whale, is one of 

the largest toothed whales ðwhales without baleenðin the 

world.  Pilot Whales can be found throughout the world and 

are only exceeded in size by Killer Whales. There are two 

species of Pilot Whales: the Short-finned Pilot Whale, and the 

Long-finned Pilot Whale.  Long-finned Pilot Whales often 

live in cool waters, while the short-finned whales live in tropi-

cal and subtropical waters.   

 Recently, two Pilot Whales were stranded off the 

coast of Massachusetts, and a Pilot Whale was shot in New 

Jersey.  The shot whale washed up on the shore of Allenhurst, 

a shore town just north of Asbury Park on October 4, 2011.  

After police were notified of a beached whale, a necropsy re-

vealed that someone had shot the whale with a .30 caliber rifle 

near the whaleôs blowhole.  The bullet then penetrated the 

whaleôs jaw.  Eventually, the bullet caused an infection, and 

the whale was left unable to eat. "This poor animal literally 

starved to death," Schoelkopf stated. "It was wandering 

around and slowly starving to death because of the infection. 

Who would do that to an innocent animal?"  The culprit of this 

crime could face up to a $100,000 fine and be sent to prison 

for a year.  Authorities believe this whale has been shot within 

the last month, and a $12,500 dollar award is being offered for 

anyone who may know who shot this whale.   

 The stranded Pilot Whales in Massachusetts were 

Short-finned Whales.  Since they belong in tropical waters and 

sub-tropical waters experts still do not know why the whales 

wandered so far north, though some believe it was because of 

the warm weather.  Unfortunately, the whales died, yet, ex-

perts agree that this is a good opportunity to study the species 

in depth, and perhaps discover why the whales are wandering 

north, far out of their native range.      
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