
Warm-up for 10-1 

How can differences among students affect the 
climate of a school? What kinds of differences 
could lead to problems in the unity of a country?  

 



Differences between N & S 
È North   

Á industrialized  
Á vast system of railroads 
Á telegraph wires provided 

instant communication  
Á influx of immigrants 

(willing to work cheap)  

È South 
Á rural  
Á plantations and small 

farms 
Á relied on agriculture  
Á rivers used as 

transportation  

 



È Wilmot Proviso 
Á an amendment that proposed 

that none of the territories 
acquired in the war w/ Mexico 
would be open to slavery  

Á approved in House, but not in 
Senate 

 

È Californiaõs const. forbid 
slavery  

È 1849- the Senate debated 
California statehood, Texas 
claim to New Mexico 
Territory, & the abolition of 
slavery in the capital  

È secession- formal withdrawal 
of a state from the union 
(South threatened)  

 



Compromise of 1850- proposed by Henry Clay  
1. California be entered to the Union as a free state 

2. new and more effective fugitive slave law (people in free states 
required to help capture and return escaped slaves) 

3. popular sovereignty - right of residents of a territory to vote for 
or against slavery 

4. fed. govt. would pay Texas $10 million to give up claim to New 
Mexico Territory  

5. sale of slaves banned in capital, but slavery permitted  

 



 

È compromise rejected 
in Senate 

 

È Stephen A. Douglas- 
Illinois Congressman 
restructured 
compromise and 
passed one resolution 
at a time 

 



 

Zachary Taylor  

È 12th President (Whig) 
1849-1850 

È died unexpectedly 

 

 

Millard Fillmore  

È 13th President (Whig) 
1850-1853 

È supported compromise 
and it was voted into law  

È provided short-term relief  

 



Warm-up for 10-2 
 
È John Brown song 
 
È Brainstorm and develop a list of challenges and 

risks that you think slaves faced on their journey 
escaping to the North.  

 



Fugitive Slave Act-  
ÁCompromise of 1850 
Á alleged fugitives not entitled to 

a trial  
Á fugitives could not testify  
Á statement by slave owner was 

only requirement to have slave 
returned  

Á helping a fugitive - fine up to 
$1000, imprisonment for 6 
months 

È personal liberty laws - 
passed in 9 N states; forbid 
the imprisonment of 
runaway slaves & 
guaranteed jury trials for 
fugitive slaves 
 



È Underground Railroad - 
network of routes in which 
runaway slaves were 
helped to escape to Canada 
or safe areas in the N U.S. 

 
È Harriet Tubman- famous 

conductor of underground 
railroad ( former slave- she 
made 19 trips back to the S & 
help ~300 people) 

 
È Harriet Beecher Stowe  
Áwriter/abolitionists  
Á she published Uncle Tomõs 

Cabin in 1852           
Á bestseller intensified issue of 

slavery between N & S 

 



Harriet Beecher Stowe (1811-1896) 

Born in Litchfield, Connecticut, far from the plantations of the South, Harriet Beecher Stowe 

nevertheless found the cause of the emancipation of the slaves an important one. When her father 

assumed the presidency of Lane Theological Seminary in Cincinnati, Ohio, she followed her family. 

There she met her husband and remained an active member of her community. In Cincinnati, she came 

into contact with fugitive slaves. Like Fredrick Douglas, she used her gift of storytelling and writing as 

a way of bringing about change to American society. She wrote Uncle Tom's Cabin with the 

encouragement of her sister-in-law who was deeply affected by the passage of the Fugitive Slave Law.  

 

The following excerpt is taken from the last chapter of Uncle Tom's Cabin, which very much resembles 

a sermon. She urges white Northerners to welcome escaped slaves and treat them with respect:  

È On the shores of our free states are emerging the poor, shattered, broken remnants of families,--

men and women, escaped, by miraculous providences, from the surges of slavery,--feeble in 

knowledge, and, in many cases, infirm in moral constitution, from a system which confounds and 

confuses every principle of Christianity and morality. They come to seek a refuge among you; they 

come to seek education, knowledge, Christianity. What do you owe to these poor, unfortunates, O 

Christians? Does not every American Christian owe to the African race some effort at reparation 

for the wrongs that the American nation has brought upon them? Shall the doors of churches and 

school-houses be shut down upon them? Shall states arise and shake them out? Shall the Church of 

Christ hear in silence the taunt that is thrown at them, and shrink away from the helpless hand that 

they stretch out, and shrink away from the courage the cruelty that would chase them from our 

borders? If it must be so, it will be a mournful spectacle. If it must be so, the country will have 

reason to tremble, when it remembers that fate of nations is in the hand of the One who is very 

pitiful, and of tender compassion.  

 

 



Slavery in the Territories  
Á Stephen Douglas resurrects 

issue 
Áwas pushing development of 

Nebraska and Kansas 
territories  

Áwanted railroad from 
Chicago to San Francisco  

Á supported popular 
sovereignty  

Á territory lay N of 
compromise line and was 
legally closed to slavery   

Kansas-Nebraska Act ð 1854 
Á est. territories of Kansas & 

Nebraska 
Á repealed Missouri 

Compromise  
Á est. popular sovereignty for 

both territories   

 



Violence Erupts 
È settlers poured into Kansas 

from N & S  
È proslavery candidates won a 

fraudulent majority for 
territorial legislature as 
òborder ruffiansó came from 
Missouri and voted illegally  

È proslavery posse burned 
antislavery headquarters in 
Lawrence òsack of Lawrenceó 

È John Brown- abolitionists 
who retaliated by killing 5 
proslavery men 
òPottawatomie Massacreó 

È massacre triggered violence- 
~200 killed 

È Bleeding Kansas- name 
given to territory in the 
years before the Civil War 
 



Violence in the Senate 

È Congressman Charles Sumner was beaten w/ a 
cane by Congressman Preston Brooks for 
antislavery remarks  

 



Warm-up for 10-3 

What are some pros and cons of having a two-
party system that we have today? What would be 
some advantages and disadvantages if there were 
more than two parties? 

 



New Political Parties Emerge 

È slavery divided Whigs in 
N & S giving 1852 election 
to Democrats  

È Franklin Pierce - 14th 
President, Democrat 
(1853-1857) 

È Kansas-Nebraska Act 
caused the Whigs demise 
and eventual split  

 

 



Nativism  
È favoring the interests of native-born over foreign -

born 
È secret handshakes 
È answered questions about party by saying òI know 
nothingó 

È formed American Party in 1854 
È became known as the Know -Nothing Party  
È split over issue of slavery in the territories  

 



2 forerunners to the Republican Party 

1. Liberty Party- goal was abolition  

2. Free-Soil Party- opposed the extension of slavery into the 
territories  

*supported laws prohibiting blacks in their communities  

*no voting rights for blacks  

òit is a party for keeping free soil and not for setting men freeó 

 

 



Republican Party 
Á formed by discontent Whigs, 

Democrats, & Free-Soilers in 
1854 

ÁHorace Greely- one of its 
founders 

Á *united in opposing Kansas-
Nebraska Act & keeping 
slavery out of territories*  

Á chose John C. Fremont for 
1856 election (California- war 
w/ Mexico) 

Á votes split w/ Whig Millard 
Fillmore  

 
È James Buchanan- 15th 

President, Democrat (1857-
1861) 
 
 



Warm-up for 10-4 

 

È Video warm -up 

 

È What qualities do you look for in a candidate for 
president? What part, if any, does physical 
appearance play in the success of a candidate?  

 



Dred Scott Decision- 1857 
È former slave that had lived in 

free territory, later returned to 
Missouri where owner died 

È sought freedom in the courts 
È Roger B. Taney  

Á SC Chief Justice ruled against Scott 
1. slaves did not have the rights of 

citizens 
2. no claim to freedom (back living 

in Missouri)  
3. * ruled Missouri Compromise 

unconstitutional  
Á (5th amendment protected property- 

created opening for the extension of 
slavery) 

  
 



 

Lecompton Constitution  

È proslavery const. 
endorsed by 
Buchanan in Kansas 
in 1857 

È Democrat Douglas 
helped deny & 
replaced w/ popular 
sovereignty   

È N Democrats praised, 
S Democrats angered 

  

 



Abraham Lincoln  
È Illinois Whig turned Republican after Kansas-Nebraska 

Act 
È challenged Stephen Douglas for Senate in 1858 
È famous debates w/ Douglas (popular sovereignty) -

Lincoln (slavery was immoral)  
È Freeport Doctrine- idea by Douglas that any territory 

could exclude slavery by refusing to pass laws 
supporting it  

È Douglas won Senate seat, but doctrine split Democratic 
Party 
 



 

Harpers Ferry  

È 1859 attempted slave 
uprising by John 
Brown  

È no slaves joined 
insurrection  

È Brown was captured 
& hanged for high 
treason 

È N called him a martyr 
for the cause 

 


