
Warm-up for 19-1 

 

Part 1 

È Video warm -up ð WWI 1914-1918 

 

Part 2 

È What do you do when someone insults your 
friends? Do you defend them? How? 



Causes of WWI (4) 
1. Nationalism - devotion to the 
interests & culture of oneõs 
nation 

Á leads to competition 
between nations 

Ásome ethnic groups (Serbs) 
under the rule of others 

 

2. Imperialism - extending of 
economic & political control 
over others  

(Germany began competing w/ 
France & Britain) 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:WW1_TitlePicture_For_Wikipedia_Article.jpg


3. Militarism - development of armed forces & their use as a tool 
of diplomacy  
ÁGermanyõs Kaiser (emperor) began a naval arms race w/ 

Britain  
 

4. Alliance System- (2) ð brings insecurity  
Á I.  Triple Entente (Allies ) France, Britain, Russia (U.S. later)  
Á Triple Alliance - Germany, Austria -Hungary, Italy - later joined 

Allies  
Á II . Central Powers- Germany, Austria -Hungary, Ottoman 

Empire  

 

http://bp1.blogger.com/_V2sSjKmKGgk/R4ZCJlc3kWI/AAAAAAAAACE/JOhMBm6sMgg/s1600-h/WWI.gif


Assassination Leads to War 

È Archduke Franz Ferdinand 

Áheir to the Austrian throne  

Ákilled by a Serbian 
nationalist while visiting 
Sarajevo -capital of Bosnia 

ÁAustria -Hungary declared 
war on Serbia 

ÁGermany (treaty w/ Austria -
Hungary) declared war on 
Russia 

ÁGermany then invades 
Belgium & Britain declares 
war on Germany  

 



August 3, 1914- Fighting Starts 

È Schlieffen Plan- German plan to invade Belgium 
& France then focus 2 armies on Russia 

È German advance halted at the Marne River in the 
fall of 1914 

È both sides dig in for a long siege 

 



È trench warfare initiated 
(types of trenches- front 
line, support, reserve) 

È no manõs land- area 
between two parallel 
trenches 

È (Battle of the Somme- 
British lose 60,000 on the 
first day, final casualties 
total 1.2 million) 

 



American Neutrality  

È many Americans 
followed the war 
because they still had 
ties from where they 
emigrated 

È Germanyõs aggressive 
actions increased 
sympathy w/ Allies  

È economic ties also much 
stronger w/ Allies  

È U.S. shipped war 
supplies to Allies, 
experiencing labor 
shortage 

 

 



U.S. mobilizes for war (2) 
1. ensure Allies repayment of debt 
2. prevent Germans threatening U.S. shipping 

 
È British blockade weapons, military supplies, & food from Germany  

Á (U.S. goods stopped & famine in Germany ensued) 

È Germany responded w/ counter blockade by U -boats 
È Lusitania - British liner sunk in 1915 (1,198 killed; 128 Americans) 

Á (public opinion turned against Germany) 

È Germany broke promise not to sink passenger liners over & over again 
È Wilson ruled out military response  

Á re-elected President in 1916 by narrow margin 
 



U.S. Declares War (3 reasons why) 
1. Germany announced it would sink all ships in British 
waters 

2. Zimmerman Note- 1917 German telegram proposing 
German-Mexican alliance promising to help Mexico regain 
Texas, New Mexico, & Arizona  

3. Russia (ally) replaces oppressive monarchy w/ 
representative government 

Á (war of democracies v. monarchies) 

 

 
Zimmermann 
Telegram as 
Received by the 
German 
Ambassador to 
Mexico, 01/19/1917  



The Christmas truce was a series of 
widespread unofficial ceasefires that took 
place along the Western Front around 
Christmas 1914, during the First World 
War. Through the week leading up to 
Christmas, parties of German and British 
soldiers began to exchange seasonal 
greetings and songs between their 
trenches; on occasion, the tension was 
reduced to the point that individuals 
would walk across to talk to their 
opposite numbers bearing gifts. On 
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day, many 
soldiers from both sides ð as well as, to a 
lesser degree, from French units ð 
independently ventured into "no man's 
land", where they mingled, exchanging 
food and souvenirs. As well as joint 
burial ceremonies, several meetings 
ended in carol-singing. Troops from both 
sides were also friendly enough to play 
games of football with one another . 



Warm-up for 19-2 

 

È Video warm -up  

ÁBattle of the Somme- disastrous British offensive 

ÁBattle of Verdun ð longest battle of the war  

ÁShell shock 

 

 



America Mobilizes  
È only 200,000 men w/ little 

combat experience when the 
war started 

È Selective Service Act- 1917 act 
requiring men to register for 
military service  
Á 3 out of 24 million called up 
Á ~2 million serve  

È ~400,000 African Americans 
served in segregated units 

È soldiers spent 8 months 
training usually w/ fake 
weapons (supply issues) 

È women allowed to serve as 
nurses w/o army rank, pay, 
or benefits 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:SheetMusicCoverAmerHeresMyBoy1917.jpg


 

È govt. took steps to expand fleet to 
transport men, food, & equipment  

È exempted shipyard workers from 
draft  

È used fabrication techniques 

È took commercial & private ships & 
converted them for war  

 

 



Turning the Tide  
È convoy system- escort of merchant ships by warships to protect from 

U-boats  
È U.S. Navy laid a barrier of mines from Scotland to Norway  
È Germans found it difficult to replace their losses w/ trained 

submariners 
È Americans bring freshness & enthusiasm to war 
È General John J. Pershing- led the American Expeditionary Force 

(AEF) 
È doughboys- nickname for American infantry  
È (white belts cleaned w/ pipe clay or òdoughó) 

 



New Weapons 
È mechanized warfare- 

warfare that relies on 
gas or diesel powered 
machines 

È tanks- used for clearing 
barbed wire & paths for 
infantry  

È planes- used for 
scouting, eventually for 
bombing factories & 
bases 

È machine guns- 
firepower of 600 rounds 
per minute  

È poison gas- chlorine & 
mustard gas used, 
death long (5 weeks) & 
painful  

A British Mark V tank 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/02/British_Mark_V_(male)_tank.jpg


È battle fatigue òshell 
shockó- emotional 
collapse from 
horrible conditions, 
poison gas, lack of 
sleep, & constant 
bombardment  

È trench foot- caused 
by having wet feet 
for long periods of 
time 
Á toes or feet would rot, 

need to amputate 

È trench mouth - 
infection of the 
gums & throat  

 



On the Offensive 

È Russia pulled out of the 
war in 1917, Germany 
concentrates on western 
front  

È American troops arrive 
just in time to stop 
advance & win 2nd 
Battle of the Marne 

È Alvin York- famous U.S. 
soldier that killed 25 
Germans, captured 132 
w/ 6 other doughboys   

È was a conscientious 
objector- opposes war 
on moral grounds  

 



È November 1918- Austria -
Hungary surrenders  

È German sailors mutinied 
the same day 

È Nov . 9th socialist leaderõs 
est. a German republic 
(Kaiser gave up the throne & 
fled to the Netherlands in exile 
blaming Jews for WWI & later 
WWII)  

È (no allied troops in German 
territory & no decisive battle 
fought) 

È armistice- truce- signed on 
the 11th hour, on the 11th 
day, in the 11th month 1918 

 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/2e/WorldWarI-DeathsByAlliance-Piechart.svg


 
Final Toll  
È bloodiest war in history up to that 

time 
È 22 million dead (more than ½ 

civilians)  
È U.S. lost 48,000 men in battle, 62,000 

to disease 
 

 
Nation  Total Number of 

servicemen engaged 
in the war.  

Number of deaths. Number of soldiers 
wounded.  

Number of men taken 
prisoner or reported 
missing. 

Austria  7,800,000 1,200,000 3,620,000 2,200,000 

Britain (inc Empire)  8,904,467 908,371 2,090,212 191,652 

France 8,410,000 1,357,800 4,266,000 537,000 

Germany 11,000,000 1,773,700 4,216,058 1,152,800 

Italy  5,615,000 650,000 947,000 600,000 

Russia 12,000,000 1,700,000 4,950,000 2,500,000 

Turkey  2,850,000 325,000 400,000 250,000 

United States 4,355,000 126,000 234,300 4,500 



Warm-up for 19-3 
 
È Video warm -up- The Impact of Schenk v. U.S. 
 
È Do you believe it is disloyal or unpatriotic to voice 

opposition to government policies during 
wartime?  



More Power to the Government  
È winning the war involved the combined effort of all Americans  
È govt. power expanded to control the economy 
È (Wilson had the power to fix prices & regulate war-related industries) 
È War Industries Board- regulated economy  

Á encouraged companies to use mass production techniques 
Á set production quotas  
Á Bernard M. Baruch- leader      

È Fuel Administration Agency introduced daylight -savings time 
È (1st proposed by Ben Franklin in the 1770õs) 

 


