
Warm-up for 32-1 
 
 Video warm-up 

 
 Have you ever experienced a dramatic shift in the 

tone of an important relationship? How did it 
make you feel?  



Richard M. Nixon- 37th U.S. 
President 1969 – 1974 (R) 

New Conservatism 

 wanted to decrease size of 
the govt. 

 New Federalism-program 
to distribute a portion of 
federal power to state & 
local govt. 

 revenue sharing-
distribution of federal $ to 
state & local govt. with 
few or no restrictions 

 



 Family Assistance Plan 
 welfare-reform proposal; defeated in the Senate 
 guaranteed income to welfare recipients who agreed to 

undergo job training & accept work 

 to win support for New Federalism Nixon increased 
Social Security, Medicare, & Medicaid payments 

 Nixon used practice called impoundment (withhold $) 
- ruled unconstitutional 

 de-escalated America’s involvement in Vietnam 
  

 



Southern Strategy 
 Nixon’s attempt to attract support of S conservative Democrats 

that were unhappy with federal desegregation policies & the 
liberal Supreme Court 

 Nixon ordered the delay of segregation plans in school districts 
 (violated Brown v. Board of Ed. – deliberate speed)  
 Nixon also tried to stop integration of schools through busing 
 Nixon appointed 4 conservative SC judges   
 (ruled in favor of racially integrating schools through busing) 
  

 

Chief Justice Warren Burger  



The Economy 
 Stagflation 

 economy marked by both inflation & high unemployment (1967-1973) 
Ğ high inflation- LBJ’s funding the war & social programs through deficit spending 
Ğ increased global competition & heavy dependency on foreign oil 

 OPEC (Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries) 
 association of oil-producing countries that set oil prices 
 U.S. support of Israel during the Yom Kippur War led to quadrupled prices 

 Nixon urged that interest rates be raised –further slowed the economy 
 froze worker’s wages, business prices & fees for 90 days – didn’t work 
  

 



Foreign Policy 
 secretary of state- Henry 

Kissinger 
 realpolitik- (political realism) 

foreign policy based on 
consideration of a nation’s power 
rather than its moral principles 
(policy marked a departure from 
containment) 

 détente- policy involving a 
willingness to negotiate & an 
easing of tensions with 
communist nations 

 Nixon visited China & Moscow - 
1972  
 SALT 1 Treaty- 5 yr. agreement w/ 

Soviets to limit intercontinental 
ballistic missiles & submarine-
launched missiles              

 trips to China, Moscow & 
promised peace in Vietnam 
helped re-elect Nixon 
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 Video warm-up 

 



Watergate - scandal arising 
from the Nixon administration’s 
attempt to cover up its 
involvement in the 1972 break-
in at the Democratic National 
Committee headquarters 

 Nixon advisors- 
 H.R. Haldeman- White House 

chief of staff 

 John Ehrlichman- chief 
domestic advisor 

 John Mitchell- former attorney 
general – CRP’s director 

 



 (power of the presidency had expanded with the Great Depression, WWII, & Cold 
War) 

 Nixon sought any advantage possible for reelection 
 2:30AM, June 17, 1972, 5 men were caught at the Watergate complex 
 plan was to photograph documents outlining the D strategy & wiretap 

office phones 
 the group’s leader was security coordinator for the Committee to Reelect 

the President 
 documents were shredded & the burglars paid $ for their silence 
 Bob Woodward & Carl Bernstein of the Washington Post uncovered the 

scandal 
 (inside source known only as Deep Throat helped them uncover the scandal) 

 

Mark "Deep Throat" Felt 



 Nixon reelected easily in 1972 
 in 73’ the trial for the burglars began 
 John Sirica- trial’s presiding judge 
 word leaked of White House involvement 
 Nixon fired his advisors & went on TV to deny any cover-up 
 fired advisor John Dean admitted discussing strategies for 

continuing the deceit 
 a presidential aid then revealed Nixon had taped all conversations 
 Saturday Night Massacre- name given to the resignation of the 

U.S. attorney & the firing of his deputy after they refused to fire 
the prosecutor investigating the Watergate affair  
 



 same time- VP Spiro Agnew resigned after it was revealed 
he accepted bribes 

 Gerald Ford became new VP 

 Nixon released edited transcripts of conversations in the 
Spring of 74’ 

 Supreme Court ruled he must surrender the tapes in July  

 House approved impeachment  

 (obstruction of justice, abuse of power, contempt of Congress – 
refusing to release the tapes) 

 released tapes contained many gaps- still incriminating  

 



 August 8, 1974 President 
Nixon announced his 
resignation 

 (admitted no guilt, said 
judgments “were wrong”) 

 (25 members of Nixon’s 
administration served 
prison time) 

 *Vietnam & Watergate 
led to cynicism in public 
officials that still exists 
today 

 



Warm-up for 32-3 

 

 How would you react if someone committed a 
crime against you and was not punished for it?  



Gerald R. Ford- 38th U.S. President 
1974-1977 (R) 
Domestic Affairs 
 granted Nixon a full pardon 

“Our long national nightmare is 
over” 

 pardon hurt Ford’s public 
support 

 economy worsened during 
administration 

 called on citizens to cut back on 
use of gas & oil, but with no 
incentives it failed 

 cut govt. spending & increased 
interest rates – led to worst 
economic recession in 40 yrs. 
 



Foreign Policy 

 continued Nixon’s 
policies 

 Helsinki Accords- series 
of agreements that 
promised cooperation 
between E & W Europe 

 cease-fire broke down in 
Vietnam in 1973 

 asked Congress for $ to 
help S Vietnam, but 
Congress refused- S 
Vietnam surrendered in 
1975 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Bundesarchiv_Bild_183-P0801-026,_Helsinki,_KSZE-Konferenz,_Schlussakte.jpg


Jimmy Carter- 39th U.S. President 1977- 1981 (D) 
 
Domestic Affairs 
 held FDR like chats on the radio & TV 
 refused to play insider game of deal making with Congress 
 battled Congress over energy conservation proposals 

(Carter presented over 100 proposals) 
 National Energy Act 

 tax on gas-guzzling cars 
 removed price controls on oil & natural gas produced in the U.S. 
 tax credits for the development of alternative energy 

 



 mid East violence created a 2nd fuel shortage in 1979 
 1979- inflation soared from 7.6% to 11.3%, climbed to 

14% by 1980 
 Long-term economic problems 

 foreign competition had reduced # of manufacturing jobs 
 service sector jobs increased; required more education & skills 
 overseas competition cut into U.S. markets (ex- iron, steel, auto, 

rubber, clothing) 

 administration included more women & African 
Americans than any before it 
 



Foreign Policy 

 rejected realpolitik 

 human rights- liberties & 
freedoms to which all people 
are entitled (Declaration of 
Independence & Bill of Rights)  

 cut off military aid to countries 
that had tortured or 
imprisoned their own citizens 

 drew criticism from those who 
supported containment  

 drew criticism for giving up 
ownership over the Panama 
Canal (transfer occurred 12/99) 

 Soviets invaded Afghanistan 
in 1979 & a 2nd round of SALT 
II negotiations fell apart 



Camp David Accords 
 1978 historic agreement between Israel & Egypt 
 Israel withdrew from the Sinai Peninsula, Egypt formally recognized 

Israel 
 

Iran Hostage Crisis 
 Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini - Muslim religious leader 
 led revolution & overthrew the shah (shah fled to U.S.) 
 52 Americans taken hostage in November, 1979  
 militants demanded the shah for the release of the hostages – Carter 

refused 
 hostages released after 444 days (waited till Reagan was sworn in) 
       

 

Egyptian President Anwar El Sadat and Israeli Prime 
Minister Menachem Begin 
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 Share you opinions about current 
environmental issues.   



Roots of Environmentalism 

 realization pollution & overconsumption were damaging 
the environment began in the 60’s 

 Rachel Carson 
 marine biologist, published Silent Spring in 1962 

 warned against the use of pesticides (chemicals used to kill insects) 

 argued they poisoned the very food they were intended to protect 

 as a result they killed many birds & fish 

 U.S. govt. outlawed DDT in 1972  

 



Concerns in the 1970’s  
 Earth Day- annual celebration aimed at environmental education (April 

22) 
 (problems of pollution, toxic waste, dwindling resources) 

 environmentalist- someone who takes an active role in the protection of 
the environment 
 (Nixon was not considered an environmentalist) 

 Nixon consolidated 15 federal programs into the Environmental 
Protection Agency in 1970 
 EPA powers – set & enforce pollution standards, conduct environmental research, 

& assist state & local govt.’s in pollution control 

 Nixon also signed a New Clean Air Act & the Endangered Species Act 
 



Balancing Progress & 
Conservation 

 oil discovered in 
Alaska in 1968 led to a 
massive pipeline (led to 
new jobs & $)   

 govt. created protected 
areas & turned over 
millions of acres to 
native tribes for 
conservation 

 



Three Mile Island 
 Nuclear plant in Harrisburg, Penn.  
 reactor overheated after its cooling system failed in March, 1979 
 low-level radiation escaped from the reactor 
 100,000 residents were evacuated from the surrounding area 
 *incident led to debate over nuclear power 
 govt. strengthened its safety standards & inspection procedures 
  
 *Environmental movement today is a struggle to balance 

environmental concerns with jobs & progress 
  

 


