Vocal Music Program

2010-2011 Ocean County Performing Arts Academy
Vocal Music Freshman Syllabus 

COMPONENTS
Vocal Technique I includes basic anatomy of the muscles involved in respiration and the importance of body alignment for proper breath support.  The students will learn the entire breathing process and healthy, supported singing through warm-up exercises and work on individual pieces. 

The students will begin repertoire study with American Musical Theatre – learning the process behind preparing a song in complete character development.  In their Diction study, they will learn I.P.A. (International Phonetic Alphabet) and its application to English/American Art Song and American Musical Theatre.   
Theory I includes becoming proficient in indentifying and describing the fundamental elements of pitch and rhythm. Students will learn to read pitch in both treble and bass clef and on the grand staff. They will also identify and construct half steps and whole steps, and combine them into intervals and major and minor scales. Students will identify and write key signatures all 24 major and minor keys. The students will be able to identify the relative rhythmic values of all notes, and how to organize those notes into duple and triple meter. They will identify the common time signatures used in most music literature. Students will be able to play all intervals and scales on the keyboards. 
Ear-Training I marks the beginning of a 4-year intensive focused on interval recognition and Movable “Do” Solfege training for ease in intonation, dictation, and sight-reading of scale-line melodies. They will perform in rhythm exercises in simple meter, incorporating dotted quarters & tied eighths, and values up to the 16th note. 
Intro to Music History begins with the elements that comprise and classify music throughout history-sound, form, texture, and timbre. Students will learn the difference between binary and ternary form, the three basic textures used to describe music, and the instrument families. Listening examples will be used to reinforce concepts. 

Music Theatre History I begins with the study of the origins of Musical Theatre, including Operetta, Minstrelsy, Vaudeville, Burlesque, Spectacle, and Revue, with works by Gilbert and Sullivan, Victor Herbert, Irving Berlin, and George M. Cohan. Students will also study the Follies Years through the Roaring Twenties, including the work of Florenz Ziegfeld, George Gershwin, and Jerome Kern. While the students learn the history and social context of the American Musical, they also perform works from that specific era.

Technical Theatre I includes a comprehensive DVD program outlining an Introduction to Technical Theater and Live Sound. The students will demonstrate the basic principles of technical theatre – safety, types of stages, and stage layout. They will learn the roles of stage manager, house manager, director, technical director, and producer, as well as the basic techniques of sound reinforcement including examining acoustics in various venues – theatres, churches, outdoor venues, etc. The students will learn equipment wiring and signal flow as it applies to speakers and monitors, microphones, line instruments, console and outboard gear. Career Management – résumé writing is also covered.

Public Performance is required for the application of technique, camaraderie, and evaluation. The student must be able to execute technical knowledge and artistic interpretation in front of a live audience to be a successful performer. Freshmen will be the backstage crew on the Mainstage Production and showcase their course work via In-House Performances. The Freshmen will perform during an in-class performance in December, as well as with Freshmen Dancers in April. Students gain valuable self-esteem and constructive evaluation skills in watching themselves and each other perform. 

VOCAL MUSIC - UNITS OF STUDY (at a glance)*:

* Units may be changed or dropped to fit the needs of the class at teacher discretion. Dates are subject to adjustment.
SEPTEMBER 2010
	Vocal Technique
	Music Theory


	Ear-Training
	Technical Theatre

	VOCAL PHYSIOLOGY:
· Breath Support & Body Alignment

· Vocal Health
DICTION/ STYLES:

· The American Musical (Ensemble)


	PITCH NOTATION: 

· Treble Clef 

· Bass Clef 


	MELODIC:

· Solfege using moveable “Do” 

· Melodic patterns in the tonic and dominant chords in a  major key 

RHYTHMIC:

· Rhythms in simple duple and simple triple meter 

· Divisions up to the 8th Note
	TECHNICAL THEATER:

· Intro to Technical Theater

· Theatre Hierarchy

CAREER MANAGMENT

· Résumé

	Back to School Night- September 23th


OCTOBER 2010
	Vocal Technique
	Music Theory
	Ear-Training
	Music Theatre History
	Technical Theatre

	VOCAL PHYSIOLOGY:

· Respiration Muscles and The Breathing Process & EXAM

· Breath Support & Body Alignment

· Vocal Health
DICTION/ STYLES:

· The American Musical (solo)

SONG PREP:

· Vocal Execution
	PITCH NOTATION: 

· Treble Clef -EXAM

· Bass Clef -EXAM

· Piano Keys

RHYTHM:

· Divisions up to the 16th Note & EXAM

	MELODIC:

· Solfege using moveable “Do” 

· Melodic patterns in the tonic and dominant chords in a  major key 

RHYTHMIC:

· Rhythms in simple duple and simple triple meter 

· Divisions up to the 16th Note

	THE AMERICAN MUSICAL:
· Origins-Operetta & EXAM
	TECHNICAL THEATER:

· Types of Theaters

· Theater Poster Project

· Intro to Live Sound

CAREER MANAGMENT

· Résumé

	Brenda Earle, Vocal Jazz Guest Artist: October 19, 21, 26

Nathan Hull, Operetta Guest Artist: October 22nd 


NOVEMBER 2010
	Vocal Technique
	Music Theory
	Ear-Training
	Music Theatre History
	Technical Theatre

	VOCAL PHYSIOLOGY:

· Breath Support & Body Alignment
· Vocal Health 
DICTION/ STYLES:

· English Art Song

SONG PREP:

· I.P.A.
	PITCH NOTATION:

· Ledger Lines
· Piano Keys

RHYTHM:

· Divisions up to the 16th Note
· Time Signatures
DIATONIC HARMONY:
· Scales
· Key Signature 
	MELODIC:

· Solfege using moveable “Do” 

· Melodic patterns in the tonic and dominant chords in a  major key 

RHYTHMIC:

· Rhythms in simple duple and simple triple meter 

· Divisions up to the 16th Note
	THE AMERICAN MUSICAL:

· Origins-Minstrelsy & EXAM
	TECHNICAL THEATER:

· Waveform Characteristics

· Examining Acoustics in Various Environments

· Signal Flow & Equipment Wiring

· Speakers & Monitors

· Console & Outboard Gear 

	Nathan Hull, Guest Artist: November 19th 

Interdisciplinary Week: November 22nd-24th


DECEMBER 2010
	Vocal Technique
	Music Theory
	Ear-Training
	Music Theatre History
	Intro to Music History
	Technical Theatre

	VOCAL PHYSIOLOGY:

· Breath Support & Body Alignment
· Vocal Health 
DICTION/ STYLES:

· English Art Song

SONG PREP:

· Vocal Execution
	PITCH NOTATION:

· Piano Scales

RHYTHM:

· Duple vs. Triple Meter

· Up Beat and Down Beat
DIATONIC HARMONY:
· Scales
· Key Signatures

	MELODIC:

· Scalar Melodies

RHYTHMIC:

· Rhythmic Dictation


	THE AMERICAN MUSICAL:

· Origins-Burlesque & Spectacle & EXAM
	MUSIC HISTORY:

· Elements of Sound


	TECHNICAL THEATER:

· Microphone Techniques

· Dynamic & Condenser

· Applications

· Boundary 
· Microphones
· Direct Inputs for Line Instruments


	Nathan Hull, Guest Artist: December 3rd & 17th   
In-Class Operetta Showcase for School/Parents – Tuesday, December 21st–Black Box, Periods 3 & 4

Holiday Break – December 24th – January 2nd    


JANUARY 2011
	Vocal Technique
	Music Theory 


	Ear-Training
	Music Theatre History
	Intro to Music History
	Technical Theatre

	DICTION/ STYLES:

· The American Musical (solo)

SONG PREP:

· Background Research
	PITCH NOTATION:

· Piano Scales

RHYTHM:
· Simple vs. Compound Meter 

DIATONIC HARMONY:
· Scales-EXAM
· Key Signatures – EXAM
Intervals
	MELODIC:

· Scalar Melodies

· Intervals up to P5

RHYTHMIC:

· Rhythmic Dictation

	THE AMERICAN MUSICAL:

· Origins-Vaudeville  & EXAM

· 1900’s-Revue
	MUSIC HISTORY:

· Texture/Form


	TECHNICAL THEATER:

· Stage Setup & Layout

· Construct a Live Sound System 

	PA Midterms – Week of January 28th  


FEBRUARY 2011
	Vocal Technique
	Music Theory
	Ear-Training
	Music History
	Intro to Music History
	Technical Theatre

	DICTION/ STYLES:

· The American Musical (solo)

SONG PREP:

· Background Research /Vocal Execution
	PITCH NOTATION:

· Piano Scales

RHYTHM:
· Simple vs. Compound Meter 

DIATONIC HARMONY:
· Intervals
· Interval Inversions

	MELODIC:

· Scalar Melodies

· Intervals up to P5

· Melodic Dictation

RHYTHMIC:

Rhythmic Dictation
	THE AMERICAN MUSICAL:

· 1900’s-Revue EXAM

· 1900’s – Irving Berlin & EXAM
	MUSIC HISTORY:

· Performance Media


	TECHNICAL THEATER:

See Mr. Bourke’s Syllabus for Course Breakdown



	NJ Pass Testing – March 1st-3rd   


MARCH 2011
	Vocal Technique
	Music Theory 


	Ear-Training
	Music Theatre History
	Intro to Music History
	Technical Theatre

	DICTION/ STYLES:

· The American Musical (Solo & Ensemble)

SONG PREP:

· Vocal Execution
	DIATONIC HARMONY:
· Intervals
· Interval Inversions
· Play Intervals on Piano

	MELODIC:

· Scalar Melodies

· Intervals up to P5

· Melodic Dictation

RHYTHMIC:

· Rhythmic Dictation


	THE AMERICAN MUSICAL:

· Roaring Twenties-Princess Musicals & Kern &  EXAM


	MUSIC HISTORY:

· Elements-EXAM


	TECHNICAL THEATER:

See Mr. Bourke’s Syllabus for Course Breakdown



	NJ Pass Testing – March 1st to 3rd 


APRIL 2011
	Vocal Technique
	Music Theory
	Ear-Training
	Music Theatre History
	Technical Theatre

	DICTION/ STYLES:

· The American Musical

· English/ American Art Song
SONG PREP:

· Background Research
	DIATONIC HARMONY:
· Intervals-EXAM
· Interval Inversions-EXAM
· Play Intervals on Piano

	MELODIC:

· Scalar Melodies

· Intervals up to P5

· Melodic Dictation

RHYTHMIC:

· Rhythmic Dictation

	THE AMERICAN MUSICAL:

· Roaring Twenties-Gershwins &  EXAM


	*ALL FRESHMAN SINGERS ARE REQUIRED TO DO TECHNICAL WORK ON THE VOCAL SPRING SHOW AT THE STRAND THEATRE 

	Tech Rehearsals for Freshmen Vocal and Dance Performance- Monday April 11th and Tuesday, April 12th

Freshmen Vocal and Dance Performance- Wednesday, April 13th
SPRING BREAK: April 18nd – April 25th 


MAY 2011
	Vocal Technique
	Music Theory 
	Ear-Training
	Music Theatre History
	Technical Theatre

	VOCAL PHYSIOLOGY:

· Respiration Muscles and The Breathing Process-REVIEW

DICTION/ STYLES:

· The American Musical (Solo & Ensemble)

SONG PREP:

· Vocal Execution
	PITCH NOTATION:

· Overall Review

RHYTHM:

· Overall Review

DIATONIC HARMONY:
· Overall Review


	MELODIC:

· Scalar Melodies

· Intervals up to P5

· Melodic Dictation

RHYTHMIC:

· Rhythmic Dictation

	THE AMERICAN MUSICAL: 

· Overall Review


	TECHNICAL THEATER:

See Mr. Bourke’s Syllabus for Course Breakdown



	Vocal Concert Tech Week Rehearsals: May 2nd – 5th 
Vocal Spring Concert at The Strand: May 6th   

Vocal Department Musical Theatre Trip: Curtains @ The Papermill Playhouse – May 19th – 1:30pm Matinee


JUNE 2011
	Vocal Technique
	Music Theory 
	Ear-Training
	Music Theatre History
	Intro to Music History
	Technical Theatre

	VOCAL PHYSIOLOGY:

· Respiration Muscles and The Breathing Process-EXAM

	PITCH NOTATION:

· EXAM

RHYTHM:

· EXAM

DIATONIC HARMONY:
· EXAM


	MELODIC:

· EXAM

RHYTHMIC:

· EXAM

	THE AMERICAN MUSICAL:

· EXAM
	MUSIC HISTORY:

· Overall Review & EXAM
	TECHNICAL THEATER:

See Mr. Bourke’s Syllabus for Course Breakdown



	Final Exam- June 14th

Last Day for Students – June 16th


