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2010-2011 Ocean County Performing Arts Academy
Vocal Music Junior Syllabus 

COMPONENTS

Vocal Technique III includes basic anatomy of the larynx and articulators. The students will learn the processes of articulation, voicing vowels and consonants, and resonation, optimizing tone quality. Vocal health will continually be reinforced in warm-ups and performance practice. 

I.P.A. diction work will be expanded to include German art song. They will continue their song preparation techniques in researching and presenting their musical theatre and art song pieces in complete character. 

Theory III builds on the knowledge acquired in Theory II. Students will learn how the various chord types can be linked together to form phrases and pieces. Students will learn how to write melodies and harmonize them in three and four part textures. Principles of voice leading will be discussed, including proper voicing of chords and acceptable motions between chords, both in root position and in their inversions. Cadences, phrases, and periods will all be discussed. Students will be composing short pieces using the knowledge they acquire in the class. 
Ear-Training III builds upon the singing and dictation of major/ minor/ augmented/ diminished triads and their inversions. The students will also sing/identify all types of 7th chords. They will expand their sight-singing skills through exercises in minor keys, and by incorporating intervals from both the tonic and dominant triads.  They will perform in rhythm exercises in compound meter, triplets, 1/2 note beat, dotted 1/2 note beat. 

Music History II includes the Classical (1750-1820) is included and Romantic (1820-1900) Periods. Students will discuss and listen to the major musical forms on the two periods, such as the symphonies, operas, sonatas, and minuets. Students will be able to identify overall characteristics of music in each covered style and genre. Major composers such as Mozart, Beethoven, Schubert, Tchaikovsky, and Wagner are explored through literature and listening examples. Opera excerpts of Mozart, Puccini, and Berg are also presented on DVD.   

Music Theatre History III continues with a look at the evolution of the musical, beginning with the rise of the rock musical in the 1960's through the big budget British import musicals of the 1980's. The contributions of Galt MacDermott, Stephen Sondheim, Kander and Ebb, Andrew-Lloyd Weber, and Micheal Bennet are discussed. Works such as Hair, Company, A Chorus Line, Chicago, Phantom of the Opera, and Les Miserables are used to reinforce concepts.

Technical Theatre III includes practical application of the knowledge and skills of Stage Management.  They will learn the responsibilities of a Stage Manager and the role that person plays in a production.  Students will apply their Technical Theatre knowledge of Set Construction, Lighting, and Sound into the actual execution of performances. Studio Vocal Recording includes an introduction to the Recording Studio – it’s capabilities for multi-track recording, overdubbing, mixing, voice-over for commercial radio, vocal layering, doubling and harmonization. Career Management – resume and cover letter writing is expanded to include the art of self-promotion.
Senior Interdisciplinary Project- Beginning in their sophomore year, the students will begin a three-year process towards completion of a Senior Project. The project includes an interdisciplinary research paper and reflective presentation.  The project focuses on a student’s Major (Theatre, Dance, or Vocal), but must also integrate at least two other academic areas.  Sophomore year includes choosing three possible topics with supportive research. Junior year involves focusing on one topic and writing the research paper. Senior year involves the accompanying presentation in front of an interdisciplinary review panel. 
Public Performance is required for the application of technique, camaraderie, and evaluation. The student must be able to execute technical knowledge and artistic interpretation in front of a live audience to be a successful performer.. Juniors and Seniors focus solely on their Major in multiple In-House Productions and well as the Mainstage Production.  Juniors will also be asked to tech the Senior Thesis presentations. Students gain valuable self-esteem and constructive evaluation skills in watching themselves and each other perform. 

VOCAL MUSIC

UNITS OF STUDY (at a glance)*:

* Units may be changed or dropped to fit the needs of the class at teacher discretion. Dates are subject to adjustment.
	Vocal Technique
	Music Theory


	Ear-Training
	Career Management

	DICTION/ STYLES:

· The American Musical- The 1960’s

SONG PREP:

· Background Research
	DIATONIC HARMONY:

· Diatonic Chord in Major and Minor Keys-REVIEW
PRINCIPLES OF VOICE LEADING:

· Melodic Line and Notating chords
	MELODIC EAR-TRAINING:

· Major/ Minor/ Diminished/ Augmented Chords


	CAREER MANAGEMENT

· Résumé/ Cover Letter UPDATE

	Back to School Night- September 23th


 SEPTEMBER 2010
OCTOBER 2010
	Vocal Technique
	Music Theory
	Ear-Training
	Music Theatre History

	DICTION/ STYLES:

· The American Musical- The 1960’s

SONG PREP:

· Vocal Execution
	PRINCIPLES OF VOICE LEADING:

· Melodic Line and Notating chords-EXAM
· Voicing Triads and Parallel motion
	MELODIC EAR-TRAINING:

· Major/ Minor/ Diminished/Augmented Chords-EXAM
RHYTHMIC EAR-TRAINING:

· Compound duple and Compound Triple meter
	BROADWAY IN THE 1960’s



	PSAT- October 13th

Brenda Earle, Vocal Jazz Guest Artist: October 19, 21, 26

Nathan Hull, Operetta Guest Artist: October 22nd 

2nd Choice - MET Opera Trip – Don Pasquale – October 26th Lincoln Center – NYC


NOVEMBER 2010
	Vocal Technique
	Music Theory
	Ear-Training
	Music Theatre History

	VOCAL PHYSIOLOGY:

· Articulation and EXAM

DICTION/ STYLES:

· German Art-Song
· Winter Song
SONG PREP:

· Background Research
· IPA
	PRINCIPLES OF VOICE LEADING:

· Voicing Triads and Parallel motion- EXAM
	MELODIC EAR-TRAINING:

· 7th Chords and EXAM
RHYTHMIC EAR-TRAINING:

· Compound duple and Compound Triple meter-EXAM
	BROADWAY IN THE 1960’s

· EXAM


	Nathan Hull, Guest Artist: November 19th 

Interdisciplinary Week: November 22nd-24th 


DECEMBER 2010
	Vocal Technique
	Music Theory
	Ear-Training
	Music Theatre History

	DICTION/ STYLES:

· German Art Song
· Winter Song
SONG PREP:

· Vocal Execution 
	PART-WRITING:

· Root Position Chords and EXAM 
· Harmonic Progression and EXAM
	MELODIC EAR-TRAINING:

· Melodic patterns and phrases in Minor keys

RHYTHMIC EAR-TRAINING:

· Triplets
	BROADWAY IN THE 1970’s




	Nathan Hull, Guest Artist: December 3rd & 17th   
Jr/Sr Winter Vocal Showcase – Tuesday, December 21st–Black Box, 7pm

Holiday Break – December 24th – January 2nd   


JANUARY 2011
	Vocal Technique
	Music Theory
	Ear-Training
	Music History
	Music Theatre History

	VOCAL PHYSIOLOGY:

· Resonation and EXAM

DICTION/ STYLES:

· The American Musical- The 1970’s

SONG PREP:

· Background Research 
	PART-WRITING:

· Triads in 1st inversion and EXAM 
· Triads in 2nd  inversion and EXAM
	MELODIC EAR-TRAINING

· Melodic patterns and phrases in Minor keys

RHYTHMIC EAR-TRAINING:

· Triplets-EXAM
	CLASSICAL ERA:

· Sonata Form

· Minuet and Trio

· Theme and Variations

· Rondo

· Concerto

· Symphony

· Wolfgang Mozart

· Joseph Haydn

· Ludwig von Beethoven
	BROADWAY IN THE 1970’s

· EXAM


	PA Midterms – January 27th  
1st Choice - MET Opera Trip: Tosca – January 7th - Lincoln Center,  NYC


FEBRUARY 2011
	Vocal Technique
	Music Theory
	Ear-Training
	Music History
	Music Theatre History

	DICTION/ STYLES:

· The American Musical-The 1970’s

SONG PREP:

· Vocal Execution
	CADENCES, PHRASES, AND PERIODS:

· Cadence Types

· Motives and Phrases
· Period Forms


	MELODIC EAR-TRAINING

· Melodic patterns and phrases in Minor keys-EXAM
RHYTHMIC EAR-TRAINING:

· Half note as beat and EXAM
	CLASSICAL ERA:

· EXAM
	BROADWAY IN THE 1980’s



	


MARCH 2011
	Vocal Technique
	Music Theory 
	Ear-Training
	Music History
	Music Theatre History

	DICTION/ STYLES:

· The American Musical-1980’s

· Strand Show song

SONG PREP:

· Background Research
	CADENCES, PHRASES, AND PERIODS:

· Cadence Types- EXAM
· Motives and Phrases-EXAM
· Period Forms-EXAM
	MELODIC EAR-TRAINING:

· REVIEW

RHYTHMIC EAR-TRAINING:

· Dotted Half note as beat and EXAM
	ROMANTIC ERA: 

· Nationalism
· Romantic Era Opera
· Schubert and Art Song
· Piano Music of the Romantic Era
· Instrumental and Program Music 

· Johannes Brahms
· Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky
	BROADWAY IN THE 1980’s

· EXAM

	HSPA Testing – March 1st through 3rd  

ITS Festival at KEAN – March 12th -13th   


APRIL 2011
	Vocal Technique
	Music Theory 
	Ear-Training
	Music History

	DICTION/ STYLES:

· The American Musical-1980’s

· Strand Show song

SONG PREP:

· Vocal Execution
	CADENCES, PHRASES, AND PERIODS:

· Passing Tones

· Neighbor Tones

· Suspensions

· Retardations

· Figured Bass
	MELODIC EAR-TRAINING 

· REVIEW
RHYTHMIC EAR-TRAINING:

· REVIEW

	ROMANTIC ERA: 

· EXAM


	SPRING BREAK: April 18nd – April 25th


MAY 2011
	Vocal Technique
	Music Theory
	Ear-Training
	Music History
	Music Theatre History

	VOCAL PHYSIOLOGY:

· Articulation-REVIEW
· Resonations-REVEIW
	NON-CHORD TONES:

· Appoggiaturas
· Escape Tones
· Anticipations
· Pedal Point
· Analysis of Non-Chord Tone

	MELODIC EAR-TRAINING 

· REVIEW
RHYTHMIC EAR-TRAINING:

· REVIEW
	CLASSICAL ERA:

· REVIEW

ROMANTIC ERA: 

· REVIEW
	BROADWAY IN THE 1960’s

· REVIEW
BROADWAY IN THE 1970’s

· REVIEW
BROADWAY IN THE 1980’s

· REVIEW

	Vocal Concert Tech Week Rehearsals: May 2nd – 5th 
Vocal Spring Concert at The Strand: May 6th   

Vocal Department Musical Theatre Trip: Curtains @ The Papermill Playhouse – May 19th – 1:30pm Matinee


JUNE 2011
	Vocal Technique
	Music Theory


	Ear-Training
	Music History
	Music Theatre History

	VOCAL PHYSIOLOGY:

· Articulation-EXAM
· Resonations EXAM
	PRINICPLES OF VOICE LEADING:

· Review and EXAM
PART-WRITING:

· Review and EXAM
CADENCES, PHRASES, AND PERIODS:

· Review and EXAM
NON-CHORD TONES:

· Review and EXAM
	MELODIC EAR-TRAINING 

· REVIEW and EXAM
RHYTHMIC EAR-TRAINING:

· REVIEW and EXAM
	CLASSICAL ERA:

· EXAM

ROMANTIC ERA: 

· EXAM

	BROADWAY IN THE 1960’s

· EXAM
BROADWAY IN THE 1970’s

· EXAM
BROADWAY IN THE 1980’s

· EXAM

	Senior Vocal Thesis Presentations – June 2nd & 3rd  – Black Box, 7pm- JUNIORS BE AVAILABLE TO TECH
Final Exam- June 13th
Last Day For Students – Thursday, June 16th


