HOW TO LEARN A PIECE OF MUSIC

Learning a piece of music is not as simple as making sure the notes, rhythms, and words are learned. A good singer puts a lot of preparation into a solo or small group piece before it is ready for a performance. A singer should do all of the following before the song is ready to sing


1) Background Research

If the song is from an opera or musical, the singer should know the story of the show, which character sings it, why the character sings it, and when in the show the song is performed. If the song is based on a poem, the singer should know who wrote the poem and what the poem is about. Developing a character beforehand helps the singer form good habits while learning the song.


2) Translation and IPA

If the song is in a foreign language, the singer should get an accurate translation. The singer should also IPA the whole song to make sure their diction is consistent and is proper for healthy singing.

3) Become familiars with the words

The singer should be familiar with the words before beginning serious work on the piece. If the singer is familiar with the words, he or she can work on technical singing rather than fumbling for words.

4) Notes and rhythms
Now comes the technical work. All the previous steps begin to come together to create not just a beautiful sounding piece, but a mature performance


5) Staging

If putting the song on stage, the singer needs to create staging that is appropriate for the space he or she is performing in. 


The difference between a good singer and a great singer is in the details. Going through these details will allow a signer to reach the next level and create a more memorable and fulfilling performance.
