PTSO MEETING
11/16/09

Meeting was called to order at 7:08
Motion to Open :     Kevin O’Brien                               2nd by:  Rachel Leone
Guest Speaker: 
Kim Fawler from OCC was our guest speaker, she spoke regarding Jump Start.  Jump start is a program for children who have finished their sophomore year.  It is a program where students can take college level courses at OCC.  ANY student can participate.  Students do not have to go to OCC after graduation, credits can transfer to any college.  Students can take up to 2 classes per semester, and can take classes in the summer.  Students can also take quick term classes.  Applications will be available at the Guidance Office of PAA.  There are various summer sessions; from 5-12 weeks in summer, fall and spring is 15 weeks, quick term sessions are 10 weeks. Guidance needs to sign off on any application.  Suggested course sheet are available from the PAA guidance department.  Most classes available for Jump Start Students are intro courses.  Courses are offered at locations other than the main one in OCC Toms River.  Check with your local adult schools for other courses.  OCC charges $63 per credit for Jump Start students.  To take English or math courses, student must have taken PSAT or HESPA, and be able to supply their scores to OCC.  There is no application fee.  Go on-line to check course location and sections at www.ocean.edu.  
Treasurer’s Report – see attached

Old Business:

Craft/Vendor Show – We sold 17 tables for our craft/vendor show.  All classes made money.  It was a fun day. Future suggestions:  have it later in year, have it inside? We should talk about fall activities at May meeting.
Picnic at Hanging Rock – Thanks to everyone who helped out.  Thank you to the Cantaloupo’s for donating 10 cases of water. Thanks to the O’Brien’s for donating 8 cases of soda.  The play was a huge success.  Our kids are really fabulous!
Bus Trip to Bethel Woods – we are putting this trip on the back burner until after the holidays. 
Clothing drive – we are still looking into this fundraiser.  This company will pay us by the pound. We may be doing this the week we come back from spring break.  The problem is where to store the items, or have the parents hold on to them until the week of the pick-up.  By next meeting we will have more details.  This fundraiser can make up to $2000. We will look into renting space for storage if necessary.
Talent Show – The talent show is set for 3/26, which is the week before spring break.   Details are not yet ironed out.  We are looking for chairperson and committee to run this fundraiser which usually is the largest fundraiser we have.  The PTSO Board will help out, but cannot run it, it’s just too much for us.  We have secured the Brick VFW, and Carrabba’s is  giving us the dinner for $8 per head.
Holiday Giving Tree – Our Holiday Giving Tree was made available at the Picnic At Hanging Rock show.  This is a good idea, and gives teachers some items they need.  The tree will be available in additional locations.  
Crazy for You – A meeting was held on 11/16, and auditions started on 11/17 for dancers.  Thursday, 11/19 is the vocal audition.  We are trying to get info from Mr. Ciccarelli to see what he needs.  We are looking into the possibility of having a cast party after the show, to be catered in galley of the Strand.  Because of the time frame we may only be able to serve cookies and soda; we may have to leave the Strand at a particular time.  We may have to pay the Strand staff for extended time.  
New Business:

We have received a donation request from Technology - Mr. Bourke asked for donation of $1203.85 for Lighting, etc.  We will look into, but we are in need of additional funding. This will benefit all disciplines, acting, dance and vocals.

Ms. Humann requested a sign (black w/white letters) which would run about $100.  We will look into the possibility of getting this also.
Valentine Day Dance Off Base – We will investigate the possibility of having a Valentines Day Dance, and finding a committee or chairperson to organize it.  If we do go off base do we may have to open up the dance to community.
School Newspaper – An edition was put out about three weeks ago.   We received a request from a parent asking if PTSO would fund printing fees for newspaper.  Unfortunately, we will not be able to fund this project at this time.  This project was stopped for various reasons last year.  We will look into the possibility of having Brick Votech print the newspaper.

Yearbook - Sara Leone, a senior, is in charge of this year’s yearbook.  There is an open invitation for students to write pieces for the yearbook.  The yearbook committee will be letting the students know that they may write a piece to be published in this years yearbook.

A motion was made to make the December meeting a Board Only meeting.  This motion opened by: Rachel Leone, and seconded by Ed Cantalupo
Gift cards will be purchased for staff who have chaperoned the dance.  The next dance will be for Juniors & Freshman, and will be held on December 11th, 2009.    We thank everyone who helped with the Halloween dance.

Mrs. Homiek distributed code of conduct forms to be signed by parents.  

Our donation of cameras to the Yearbook committee were used at Halloween dance and seem to be a huge success.  The Video camera donation to the Dance Department is also a great success, they are using it regularly to film and critique the classes.  

Our April 2010 meeting will be held on the 2nd Monday of April, 4/12/10.  All other meetings will be 1st Monday of each month.   

Interdisciplinary week is the 3 days before thanksgiving.  Grades intermingled, all students will be taught on a “theme”, this year the “theme” is Cirque de Soliel.  Students will write papers, and all academics will be based on theme.  On the last day of school before the Thanksgiving break, (Wednesday), there will be tables set up in library and all donated food will be shared as a Thanksgiving Meal.  Please sign up to send in your donations as soon as possible to Mrs. Lyons-Meyer.  

The Freshman class is selling sweatshirts, zip up hoodies for $25.00.  Mr. Biatta is the Freshman advisor, and Mr. & Mrs. O’Brien are the class liaison’s.  These sweatshirts do not have the graduating year on them, and will be made available for sale to all PAA students.

The decision to purchase Devil tickets backfired a little on the PTSO.  We purchased 20 tickets for $33each, and sold them for $40, we needed to sell 20 tickets to make money.  Tickets were valued at $56 with a $10 food voucher.  We lost money on 7 of the tickets.  There will be two other dates available in the future, but PTSO will not back this fundraiser until we have pre-commitment of 20 tickets.  We donated 3 of the unsold tickets to Harbour House, and 4 tickets were donated to the New Hope adolescent program.  
Senior class’s backpack fundraiser is not doing well.  The PTSO has agreed to purchase the backpacks from the Senior class, (when we have the funding to do so) and will re-sell them at all future functions.  

NJ Natural Gas is proposing a great fundraiser, where parents, relatives, friends, or anyone you know can log on to the NJ Natural Gas website, click on the tab for PAA and  PAA PTSO will receive $5 for every one who clicked on the tab.  More info to follow. 
Glenn Jurszak distributed materials about key chains, buttons, etc that we can use for fundraising.  These items are being made for less than $2 each.  This is a potential money maker.  An idea came up about making buttons for the upcoming show with the character’s pictures on it.
The Interact club feels that the Idol program may be too much to take on.  The PTSO will look into the possibility of  having Mr. Ciccarelli  and Ms. Humann allowing the performers from Crazy For You to perform one of their acts to open the show.  The students can receive community service hours from performing.  The winner of the IDOL contest wins a $1000 scholarship.  Posters will be hung up in school, but only limited communities are invited to perform.  
A motion to close the meeting at 8:38 PM was initiated by Dorothy Cranmer, 2nd by Kevin O’Brien.

