
  

 

 
 

   
  

  

 
 

 



High School Admissions…….…….……….…. 732.473.3100 x3122 

After High School Admissions….…..... 732.473.3100 x3157 x3144 

Academy Admissions.……....………..………… 732.473.3100x3065 

Special Services……..…………………….……. 732.473.3100 x3326 

Cosmetology…………..…..………….…. 732.473.3100 x3157 x3144 

Practical Nursing……….……………..….…….. 732.473.3100 x3145 

Financial Aid…………….……………….…….... 732.473.3100 x3139 

Job Services…………..…………….…… 732.473.3100 x3175 x3177 
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OCEAN COUNTY 

VOCATIONAL TECHNICAL  

SCHOOL  
 

BRICK CENTER 

350 Chambers Bridge Road  

Brick, New Jersey 08723 

732.286.5670 

 

CUISINE ON THE GREEN  

261 County Club Blvd 

Little Egg Harbor, NJ 08087 

609.296.2137 

 

JACKSON CENTER  

850 Toms River Road 

Jackson, New Jersey 08527  

732.286.5665 

 

LAKEHURST CENTER  

1 College Drive 

Toms River, NJ 08754 

732.286.5678 

 

MARINE ACADEMY OF 

TECHNOLOGY AND 

ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE  

195 Cedar Bridge Road  

Manahawkin, New Jersey 08050 

609.978.8439 

 

TOMS RIVER CENTER  

1299 Old Freehold Road 

Toms River, New Jersey 08753 

732.473.3100 

 

WARETOWN CENTER  

423 Wells Mills Road  

Waretown, New Jersey 08758 

732.286.5660 

 

STUDENT SERVICES  

131 Bey Lea Road  

Toms River, New Jersey 08753  

732.244.1122 

 

BOARD OFFICE AND 

ADMINISTRATION BUILDING  

137 Bey Lea Road   

Toms River, New Jersey 08753  

732.240.6414 

 

OFF CAMPUS SITE  

OCEAN COUNTY FIRE AND FIRST 

AID TRAINING CENTER 

Waretown, New Jersey 08758  
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Job Services 
Department 

Connecting 
businesses directly 

with our skilled 
students, 

Always here to 
Assist our students, 

Past and Present 
With their job searches 

 

A FREE SERVICE! 

                               

  #OCVTS @OCVTS 

#OCVTS @OCVTSJOBSERVICE 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

        
                                        
                                     
                                                                                                                                                              

            
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                             
                                          
    

     Resume Reviews  

     1000+ Help Wanted Postings  

     800+ Job Search Assistance  

     300+ New Employer Contacts  

A heartfelt thank you to 
everyone at OCVTS who 
contributed to this latest 
edition booklet.  
 

CALL 732.473.3100 
Christine Karaska ext. 3175 

Tiffany Dasti ext. 3177 
jobservices@mail.ocvts.org  

 

http://www.facebook.com/ocvts
http://www.twitter.com/ocvts
http://www.instagram.com/ocvts
http://www.youtube.com/ocvts
mailto:jobservices@mail.ocvts.org


                                     

                                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                               

 

OCVTS Alumni 
Coming Full Circle  

The Ocean County Vocational Technical School proudly 
recognizes our alumni who have returned to join our 

Educational Family, coming full circle. 

 

Chef Bruce 
VanSickle, 
Culinary 

Instructor at 
Cuisine on 
the Green 

Michael Lundin, 
EO Auto Body/ 
Collision Repair 

Instructor at 
the Jackson 

Center 

Chef Jason  
Crispin, 
Culinary 

Instructor at 
Cuisine on the 

Green  
 

Deb Gall, 
Cosmetology 
Instructor at  

the Toms 
River Center 

Pete Jewell, 
EO Auto 

Instructor at 
the Jackson  

 Center 

David 
Werner, 
Science 

Instructor at 
MATES 

Tim Pannella, 
Audio 

Recording 
Instructor at 

PAA 

Kimberly 
Lockwood, 
Evaluation 
Aide at the 

Brick Center 
 

Virginia 
Scott-Bivins, 

Job Coach         
at the Brick 

Center 

Nick Spiech, 
Social Media 

Specialist/ 
Designer at the 

Board Office 
Center 

 

Rob Berenwick, 
Marine Service 
Tech Instructor 

at the Toms 
River Center 

Tom Allen, 
Electrical  

Trades 
Instructor at  

the Jackson Ctr.  

John Gery, 
IT Tech 
 at the 

Toms River 
 Center 

Shari 
DeGregorio, 
Cosmetology 

Instructor at the 
Jackson Center 

Emily Fiorenzo, 
Medical Assisting 
Instructor at the 

Toms River  
Center 

Todd Harrington, 
HVAC I 

Instructor  
at the 

Brick Center 

Kelly Maloney, 
Cosmetology 

Instructor 
at the Brick 

Center 

Roxanne Beers, 
Dental Assisting 

Instructor at 
the Toms River 

Center 
 

Scott 
Sheets, 

Custodian 
at the 

Toms River 
Center 

Jenaya Jenkins, 
Practical Nursing 

Instructor at  
the Toms River  

Center 

Kirk Goebel, 
Pre-Engineering 

Instructor at  
the Jackson 

Center 

Barbara Stewart, 
Twilight 

Cosmetology 
Instructor at the 

Brick Center 

Scott Gregg, 
Custodian at 

the Toms 
River  

Center 

Chef Kevin 
Musto, 

Culinary Arts 
Instructor at 

the Brick Center 

Jennifer 
Stanton, 
Secretary 
at Student 
Services 
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Krystan works @ 

Seacrest Village  

OCVTS gives a shout out to our “Essential Workers” 

THANK 

YOU!!  

Anthony works @ 

Perlmutter Shop Rite  

Barbara works @ 

Brandywine of 

Howell  

Emilee works @ 

Seacrest Village 

Nursing Home  

Morgan works @ 

Saker Shop Rite   

Emily works @ The 

Pines in Whiting Ewan works @ Stop & Shop  

Eric works @ New Egypt 

Market Place 
Anthony works @ 

Richard’s Sub World  

 

Yesenia works @ 

Hampton Ridge  

Nicole works @ 

The Manor Health 

and Rehabilitation 

Center 

 

 Center   

Chris works @ Wawa  Joseph works @ 

Cuzzins Pizza  

Ashley works @ 

Preferred Home Health 

and Serenity Hospice 

Continuous Care Nurse  

Holly works @ 

Complete Care of 

Green Acres  Crystal works @ 

Leisure Chateau  

Breann works @ 

Healthy & Delicious  

Tameki works @ Jersey 

Shore  

Lindsey works @ Star 

Pediatrics in Lakewood  

Joseph works @ 

Target  

Aniyah works @ 

McDonald’s 

Christopher works @ 

Walmart   

Gina works @ Acme 

Market  Esther works @ 

Shipt Delivery    



 

 

Taking vocational school seriously has its rewards! 

Mike Cervone, was a shared-time student and 

recent graduate from Central Regional High 

School, who took the time attending OCVTS 

seriously, earning very good grades. He was 

the recipient of the Outstanding Student of 

the Year Award. He completed our Diesel 

Engine Technology program and is now 

employed at Diamond Materials working as a 

heavy equipment operator. Mike stated, “I 

loved the DET program because Mr. Cullen 

was a great teacher and he taught me a lot.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yousef Oreibi, was a shared-time student and 

recent graduate from the Jackson Memorial 

High School, having completed our HVAC/R II 

program at the Brick Center. He earned his 

EPA Certification that helped him secure an 

entry-level job at Aspen Air, LLC as a service 

technician while he was still attending 

OCVTS. He enjoys his job and makes a good 

wage doing it. “I liked the HVAC program 

because of the skills I have learned that 

prepared me for my job,” commented 

Yousef. 

 

https://cp.fridaysis.com/student/attendance/attendanceOverview.cfm?studentId=27066


Shawn Rutzler works at 
Echelon Electric 

Austin Swensen works 
at Fireworks Electric 

Steven Barton works at 
Dave’s Electric 

Gerardo Fierro works at 
Semper Fi Electric 

Fred Carpenter works 
at Encore Electric 

Liam Keaton works at 
Warshauer Electric 

  

 

                                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                        ELECTRICAL TRADES and 

           INTEGRATED CABLING 

                                                                      AT THE   

                                                                        JACKSON CENTER 

                 

 

                                                                                

 

 

 

     

                                                        

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                 Dean Alton works at Leco Electric                                                        Sean Cook works at Experior Electric       
                           Camera Shy                                      Camera Shy 

 

THANK YOU, TOM ALLEN, ELECTRICAL TRADES INSTRUCTOR FOR SHARING THESE PICS! 

Kit Odo III works at  
Lites Up Electric 

Dylan Tambascia works at 
Experior Electric 

 

Evan Hernandez works at 
Integrity Electrical 

Luis Vargas Baltazar works 
at Fireworks Electric 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rich Barlow, Express Tech Pat Kappock, Mechanic 

Nick Donato, Mechanic 

Tony Abdulahad, Lube Tech 

 
Road to Success via Automotive Technology 

Billboard successes courtesy of our Automotive Technology 
Instructors: Marco Esposito, Lou Gauvain, Dan McCormack, Frank 

Storholm and Greg Cullen from Diesel Engine Technology 

Rob Livingston, Certified Tech 

Nick Lemley, Tech 

Joseph Casselli, Tech 

Michael Dwight, Valet 

Delfino Serrano-Alejo, Tech 

https://cp.fridaysis.com/student/student_data/studentpersonal.cfm?StudentId=27662&mode=


 
 

 
 

             
   

 

                                      

                                                        

 

 

                                      
 

 

Our Practical Nursing Instructors 

                                                                                                         

                                                                                                          

                                                                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

                               

         

                        

 

  

                             

OCVTS Celebrates Our Alumni 
“Happy Nurses Day” 

https://cp.fridaysis.com/student/student_data/studentpersonal.cfm?StudentId=9259&mode=


 
 
 
 

 
 

Sharing some of our 
Success Stories 



   

Barry Hayes joined the Navy in 1991, where he served  
at the Norfolk Shore intermediate maintenance activity  
for four years. He then served for three years aboard the  
USS Lamore. Barry enrolled in the Machinery Repairmen  
Advanceé School. After this, he became the training  
officer at Naval Reserve Center at Earle. Barry served  
here at the Mobile Expeditionary Security Squadron as  
the civil engineering support equipment maintenance  
supervisor. Barry Hayes was deployed to Kuwait 2007-2008, then retired 
from the United States Navy in 2011. During this time, he gained 
employment and experience working as the CNC programmer operator for 
a few years. Barry started working here at JBMDL Lakehurst in 2015 and 
joined the Apprentice Machine Trades Program that year. He graduated 
from the Apprentice Machine Trades and became an instructor for OCVTS 
Adult Evening Division in the fall of 2019.  
 

GOT A TRADE…GOT IT MADE! 

John Todd graduated from high school in June 1985.  
He was awarded a scholarship from the Toms River 
Rotary, which he applied to the Apprentice program. 
John entered the Apprentice program in Electrical  
Trades with the intent to learn a trade. He set his sights  
on becoming self-employed at an early age. He was filled with 
determination and enthusiasm. As such, John stated, 
“Due to my training and education at OCVTS, I was able  
to establish my own business, and fulfill career goals. I am excited to 
turnkey the importance of the trades as an OCVTS Apprentice Instructor.”  
John Todd has been the proud owner of Todd Electrical Inc. in Bayville, NJ, 
since 1990. He has also been a valued instructor for the Adult Education 
Evening Division for the past 5 years as the OCVTS Apprentice Electricity II 
Instructor.  

 

The Apprenticeship Program  

The OCVTS Apprenticeship program is a program coordinated between 
labor, industry and education to prepare individuals for a specific-skilled 
trade craft or occupation. Mary Beatty-Sharisky, Principal of Adult 
Education, (retired) is proud of the program and all of its successes such as 
John Todd and Barry Hayes. Congrats to all!  
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Frank Morelli, CE Coordinator 

   

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cooperative Education (CE) provides an opportunity for students to “EARN and LEARN.” Cooperative 
Education is a program in which vocational high school students and adult learners work toward career 
goals and graduation program credits through a combination of supervised part-time paid employment and 
trade related instruction. CE offers extensive benefits to everyone involved and provides a unique and 
rewarding educational experience that permits students to make a smooth transition from school to work. 
Majority of the students are hired by their CE employers on a full-time basis after graduation as a result of 
their work experiences. Frank Morelli, our CE Coordinator, has been built a large educational family of 
local area employers who are pleased to participate in this training program at Ocean County Vocational 
Technical School. This is a rewarding program for students who have the opportunity to learn trade skills 
and earn a paycheck, and for the employers who have the opportunity to train the new workforce meeting 
their employment needs. Meet three students listed below who participated in the CE program this year. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

         
Roelof (Rudy) Minnes was a shared-time 
student at Southern Regional High 
School and the OCVTS Electrical Trades & 
Integrated Cabling Program at the Toms 
River Center. Rudy secured a job in 
Building Maintenance at Worthington 
Bio, and enrolled in our CE program. He 
stated, “It’s a great place to work and 
learn because I have a group of guys 
willing to help and teach me. Thanks to 
Tom Pernal, my teacher, I learned first-
hand knowledge of what it’s like working 
in the electrical field including the proper 
use of tools, paying attention is crucial 
and of course, safety first. Thanks to the 
CE program, I have a head start on saving 
money for the future.” 

 

 
Jessica Garcia, was enrolled in our 
Dental Assistant program and was a 
shared-timed student who graduated 
from Toms River High School North. She 
had good grades and good attendance 
which earned her the opportunity to 
participate in our Cooperative 
Education program. Jessica was excited 
for the opportunity to utilize all of the 
dental assistant skills she learned in 
Roxanne Beers’ class. She has been 
employed at Family Dental of Toms 
River for over a year. Jessica (pictured 
far right) loves working as a Chairside 
Assistant & from what Dr. Merguerian 
says, “the patients love her too.” 

 
               
 

     
Joseph Carchietta (pictured left) is all 
smiles receiving his congratulations 
sign from our CE Coordinator, Frank 
Morelli who monitored his progress 
while in our CE program. Joey was a 
shared-timed student from the 
Manchester Township High School, 
and a completer of our two-year 
Marine Service Technology program 
with Rob Berenwick. He is employed 
at Green Cove Marina in Brick as a 
Marine Tech. His boss, Chuck stated, 
“Joey has shown himself to be a great 
asset to our team. He is eager to learn 
and has a good basic starting 
knowledge.”  

 
Learn More, 
Earn More 

in our 

Cooperative 
Education 
Program 

Frank Morelli, CE Coordinator 



 

 

 
 Student: Leah Schmidt                                                                              Class of: 2019 
Program: Health and Fitness Technology                                     Center: Toms River 
Instructor: Helene Crist                                              High School: Toms River South 
Internship site: Relentless Fitness and Training, Freehold, NJ                                                                                                                  
 

In Leah’s own words: Having a passion for fitness and wanting to further my 
education in the field, it was my logical choice to attend the Health and Fitness 
Technology program at OCVTS. Some of the skills I learned in Ms. Crist’s class 
included: creating exercise programs, working with special populations, 
communicating a profession language towards clients, executing proper form, 
and being confident in what you are producing. As an alumnus, my advice to 
students would be to really put time and effort into your study. Do not take 
these programs for granted. Vocational school can really help you to get a step 
ahead of the game if you focus, and take all opportunities to work such as 
internships. I am excited to be new a member of the staff at Relentless Fitness 
and Training. It is not just your average gym. Clients are not just clients. The staff 
cares about every individual as a human being. I look forward to going to work 
because each day.  I am learning new things.  I also get to pass that knowledge 
onto others, and realize that I can make a big impact on people. “Leah is a highly 
motivated young coach who is set out to impact the world. She brings great 
positive energy, education and confidence to the start of her Relentless 
journey,” commented by the owners of Relentless. 

 

Student: Evan Van Arsdale                                                                Class of:2020  
Program: Health & Fitness Technology                                     Center: Toms River 
Instructor: Helene Crist                                           High School: Jackson Memorial 
Internship Site: Relentless Fitness and Training, Freehold, NJ 
 

In Evan’s Own Words: The Health and Fitness Technology program is amazing! 
From the first time I stepped into the classroom, Ms. Crist harnessed my passion, 
guided me in the right direction, and shaped me into a coach ready to begin my 
career at Relentless Fitness and Training. My Internship helped to build my 
confidence. Matt and Paul co-owners of Relentless lit the fire inside of me to 
become the best version of myself. They focus on YOU getting yourself better 
mentally, physically and emotionally.  Nowhere else can you get the highest level 
of program design, accountability, and the strong feeling of community.  
Relentless’ shares Evan’s Bio. “Evan Van Arsdale has enjoyed fitness ever since 
a young age. He instantly fell in love with boxing and the essence of fitness and 
coaching. Boxing is not only the physical aspect but is also a very mental sport, 
which has shaped his life. Evan focuses on boxing, speed, agility, body weight, 
and endurance training. He also spent his time shadowing the team day in and 
day out, and mastering the Relentless coaching way. He is immensely passionate 
about being motivating and pushing each and every member. Aside from 
personal training, Evan completed the two-year Health and Fitness Technology 
program at OCVTS.  His ultimate plan is to continue on the journey of Relentless 
and continue to strengthen this industry.  

 

Cheryl Mulrooney, Guidance Counselor at the Toms River Center, wanted to recognize Leah and Evan, both Health and Fitness 
Technology alumni, who participated in Internships offered at Relentless Fitness & Training placing them on a successful career 
path. A heartfelt thank you to Paul Alvear and Matthew Strout of Relentless. Congrats to Matthew, an OCVTS Success Story too!              

The Value of Internships 



“OCVTS provided me an opportunity to receive high school credits, and do 
something that I enjoyed. The instructors provided real world knowledge of what 
was expected beyond schooling. While attending the vocational school, we 
volunteered to help culinary events in the community, one of which led me to my 
first kitchen job. The skills I learned at OCVTS are the fundamental building blocks 
that are required in the industry.  It was these experiences that help put things 
into perspective. I realized if I want to work hard, this is a fun industry to be in. 
OCVTS also introduced the real workings of a pastry kitchen. Having completed 
the culinary program at the Brick Center set me apart from the rest of my class right through college, and 
being ahead is a good thing in this industry. You get more opportunities; you are looked at first.  Today, I 

work for one of the most luxurious hotel and resort companies in the world, the Four Seasons Hotel in Denver, Colorado. The 
opportunities to grow are only limited to my inner drive.” Ryan Schmitt, Four Season’s Hotel, Denver, CO. A culinary alumnus.  

 

“OCVTS was a great stepping stone for me to take my love for baking to the 
professional level. It prepared me with the life skills I needed. I feel that OCVTS is an 
important foundation for future students. It is so essential to give students the 
opportunity to learn a trade and work with their hands.  Choosing the food industry 
is great for career security because everyone has to eat!” Joe Introna, owner of Joe 
Leone’s Italian Specialties, Pt. Pleasant & Sea Girt, and a culinary alumnus. 

 

“I wanted to start my culinary arts education as soon as possible. OCVTS was my pathway to do it. While 
enrolled in their culinary program, I learned the fundamentals of cooking, along with basic knife skills, and 
how to work in a fast-pace culinary environment. I started volunteering in the kitchen at JBJ Soul Kitchen. 
The executive chef saw my desire and willingness to learn. He hired me as an assistant and I worked my way 
up to sous chef. My dream was to land a job as a chef on a cruise ship. Well, I am pleased to report that 
dreams do come true because today I am employed as a chef on the Norwegian Cruise Line in Hawaii. Aloha!” 
Steven Glassoff, a culinary alumnus. 

 

“One day in the kitchen, I was asked to bake off all of the bacon. I did not pay too much attention to it, all I 
can remember was the cloud of delicious smelling smoke bellowing out of the ovens. I opened up the oven 
to realize that I had burnt all of the bacon. I looked at Chef Gary, along with my giggling classmates and he 
said, “Son, you are not a chef unless you burn bacon!” Not only had he instilled a thirst, a hunger, and a 
desire for me to strive to be a chef, Chef Gary and many other instructors helped me to become the cook I 
am today. Having attended Culinary program at OCVTS was and always will be my favorite memory in the 
kitchen. I am so excited to announce that I will be going to Naples, Italy!  Having been accepted into the 
Chefs Program, I will be working with Admiral Michelle Howard.  I want to thank all of you who have helped, 
pushed, motivated, and backed me up on this long process.  I would not have gotten this far  without you.”  
Culinary Alumnus, Jesse Bingham, US Navy 

 

“I discovered that Ocean County Vocational Technical School in Brick offered a Culinary Arts Program for 
high school juniors and seniors. I jumped at the chance to attend, having an enormous passion for the 
culinary arts and a strong drive for success within the culinary world. During my amazing experience at 
OCVTS, I was taught by talented chefs and a great faculty. I gained so much experience over the course. 
OCVTS opened my eyes to the countless opportunities that exist in the industry, and that only fueled my 
desire to learn more. Throughout my 17 years of life, I have endured many challenges, varying in nature. 
Some of the challenges were quite exciting and positive, while others were more difficult and exhausting. 
These challenges, however, eventually led to something amazing! My journey to starting the Early 
Enrollment Program (EEP) at JWU’s College of Culinary Arts exemplifies this perfectly. I cannot wait to 
experience what the future holds during my time at Johnson and Wales University! Culinary Alumnus, 
Juliet Faas. Stay tuned! 

 

 
Ocean County Vocational Technical School 

 

Culinary Alumni 
 

Sharing Their Recipes for Success 
 



 

 
 
 

Sharing Success Stories 
Working in the Field 

 
 

Student’s Name: Jesse Vassallo                                                                                                                                          Class of: 2019 
OCVTS Program: Adult Education – Evening Welding                                                                                           Center: Toms River  
Instructor: James Mansfield                                                                                                                High School: Southern Regional 
Employer: Local 399, Ironworkers Union 
 

In Jesse’s own words: In all honesty, I chose welding only because it seemed and looked cool. I did not know how many 
doors welding opened or how many paths you could take for a career. I was ready to move on from my old job, and welding 
seemed like something fun to do. So, I enrolled in the Adult Education program at OCVTS taking their evening welding classes. 
Jim Mansfield, the Welding Instructor, guided me through every step I needed to take to get into ironworking. He asked me 
what I wanted to do, and I told him I wanted to get into the Ironworkers Union. I listened well, as he proceeded to guide me 
and told me exactly what I needed to do to get accepted. I followed his steps, and worked on getting my certifications. Once 
I got where I needed to be, I applied and was accepted, thanks to his guidance. It’s been really cool so far!  
 

The best things about working in the union are the pay and the benefits and how overtime operates. As an apprentice it is a 
little tough money wise in the first year, but it gets better and is very much worth it as time goes on. 
 
My advice to welding students would be to listen to what Mr. Mansfield says. He has been doing this for a long time. His 
knowledge will get you where you need to be, as long as you are serious about what you tell him. If you want to get good at 
any type of welding, you have to take it very seriously. Do not get frustrated if things aren’t going your way, just take a break, 
and come back when you are more relaxed. It worked for me. 
 

“Jesse Vassallo was one of the most dedicated students that I have ever had in my welding class. He would show up early 
and work until the very end. Jesse studied very hard, took all the required OSHA safety classes, and became OSHA 
certified. Because of his dedication to learn about welding and related subject matter, Jesse was able to acquire multiple 
welding certifications, which included vertical up, and overhead shielded metal arc welding AWS D1.1 all position 
qualified.  Jesse desired to make a career out of his newfound knowledge and welding skills. He applied to Local 399 
Ironworkers Union.  When Jesse told me he had passed the test, and was accepted into the union, I was thrilled to hear the 

great news. Recently, I 
have seen photos of 
Jesse on the job with a 
smile on his face. Now 
that is what I call 
SUCCESS!”  It is with 
great pride that James 
Mansfield nominated 
Jesse Vassallo as an 
OCVTS Success Story. 

Jesse working in an exciting industry, utilizing his Ironworker’s skills. Have a fear of heights? Not Jesse Vassallo! 



 

 
 
 

Sharing Success Stories 
Owning Your Own Business 

 
 

Student Name: Gerrit Decker                                                                                                                                                     Class of: 1993 
OCVTS Program: Apprentice Program                                                                                                                             Center: Toms River  
Instructors: Bob Cochise, Mike Kulpa, Bob Zablozki and Jack Pulizzi                                                     High School: Toms River North 
Employer: The Electrical Connection, Beachwood, NJ                                             Website: www.thebestelectricalconnection.com 
 
In Gerrit’s Own Words: As a child, I was always taking things apart, old radios, watches, bikes and then enjoyed the challenge 
of reassembling them. Having this talent led me to taking two years of Auto Mechanics  at Ocean County Vocational School while 
in high school. I thought my career path was chosen until  one day when I helped a buddy of mine with a large electrical service 
job. Well that was it, I was hooked! I quit the job (giving two-weeks notice) and joined him in his business. I decided to register 
in the Vocational School ’s Adult Ed Electrical program with the hope of earning my electrical  l icense. The new goal of mine was 
to own my own electrcial contracting business one day. 
 
Vocational School is a great career choice for many reasons. It’s close to home, no expensive lodging, reasonably priced to 
attend, and a good value for your money. It provides intensive training, with hands -on type classes. You become more than 
“book” smart. You become “do” smart! 
 
Having my own business, when we hire, we look for someone with a good, strong foundation, including theory. Once a candidate 
has that, he or she can fix, build or repair just about anything. To students beginning their career path, I have some suggestions 
that worked for me: treat others as  you would want to be treated, do the right thing, even if no one is looking, success isn’t 
always about being great, it’s about being consistent…providing consistent hard work will  lead to success.  
 
Over the years, I have taken many night school classes at OCVTS just for fun, such as Small Engine Repair and Captain’s Boating 
classes. We are happy to be an OCVTS family. Currently, my youngest son is enrolled in his 3 rd year at OCVTS hoping to earn his 
electrical l icense. My oldest son graduated from MATES a nd is currently majoring in Bio-Med Tech at Rutgers University. We are 
truly firm believers in the power of the OCVTS system. I consider it to be an honor to be recognize as one of their success stories. 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Gerrit Decker pictured today as the proud owner of The Electrical Connection. Gerrit the proud years ago with his two 

scouting sons . The Decker Family “now” and “then” are successful OCVTS men!  

http://www.thebestelectricalconnection.com/
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Student’s Name: Miranda Gale                                                                                                                                              Class of: 2019 
OCVTS Program: Certified Medical Assisting                                                                                                              Center: Toms River  
Instructor: Erica DiMuzio-Orlofsky                                                                                                       High School: Point Pleasant Boro 
Employer: Point Pediatrics, Point Pleasant, NJ                                                                            Website: www.pointpediatrics.com 
 

In Miranda’s own words: I chose to go to OCVTS because so many friends of mine went to vocational school, and I heard 
nothing but wonderful things. I have also wanted to start a career in medical field. I knew OCVTS was having an open 
house, and I decided to go. It was there that I met Erica DiMuzio-Orlofsky, Instructor in the Certified Medical Assisting 
program at the Toms River Center, and as they say, the rest is history. I completed the ten-month accelerated program. 
OCVTS has totally prepared me to begin my career in the medical field by training me in: medical terminology, clinical 
work, front desk work, administering vaccines, drawing blood, and so much more! I want to share with you some other 
things that I was pleased to learn such as how to write resumes, succeed in interviews, how to properly introduce myself 
in a medical setting, how to present myself in a professional manner, patient relationship building, and having many job 
opportunities at the completion of the program! 
 

I am thrilled to say, I work as a Certified Medical Assistant at Point Pediatrics in Point Pleasant! I have always wanted to 

work with children and I finally got the chance to do so! When I wake up in the morning, I cannot wait to get to work and 

greet the patients with a big smile. I feel good knowing that I can calm little kids' fears. Going to the doctor doesn't have 

to be all tears and tantrums! It can be lots of fun when your medical assistant is dancing and singing with you while you 

get your vaccines. The medical assisting field is for someone who is sociable! You will be talking with people all day long, 

and if you work with children like I do, you will need to have a lot of energy, and of course, being compassionate. People 

come to you when they need help. They trust you will help them, whether that be giving a sick patient some medicine, 

or being a shoulder to cry on. Gaining the patients trust is a so important.  
 

My last comment about the CMA class is the camaraderie. They become family. When I joined, I was super shy and 

wanted to stay in my shell. Well, let me tell you Erica will absolutely get you out of your shell! This class was a blessing 

and it has given me my dream career. I’m so grateful! This class and instructor changed my life for the better and every 

day I am so thankful for the knowledge I have gained and the lifelong friends I have made along the way!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                         
 
                                                                                                           Loving her job as a Certified  
                                                                                                           Medical Assistant, Miranda 
                                                                                                           is all smiles going to work  
                                                                                                           at Point Pediatrics in Point 
                                                                                                           Pleasant, NJ. Another happy 
                                                                                                           Certified Medical Assistant 
                                                                                                           Completer! 

http://www.pointpediatrics.com/
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Student’s Name: Nicole Ragusa                                                                                                                                              Class of: 2019 
OCVTS Program: Certified Medical Assisting                                                                                                              Center: Toms River  
Instructor: Erica DiMuzio-Orlofsky                                                                                                           High School: Toms River North 
Employer: University Urology Associates of New Jersey                                                                             Website: www.uuanj.com 
 
In Nicole’s own words: The 10-month Accelerated Certified Medical Assisting program was the best option for me financially, 
because it worked well with my working schedule and being a mom. Attending OCVTS definitely helped me with time 
management due to my crazy schedule throughout the year. Preparing me for the world of work was all in the hands of our 
teacher, Erica DiMuzio-Orlofsky. She gave us all of the tools we needed to become great Medical Assistants, as we began our 
journey starting a new career.  With each day that passed I realized this is where I wanted to be. I am excited to share with you 
some of the skills that I learned such as: medical terminology, urinalysis, injections, knowledge of the anatomy, medical billing 
and coding and knowledge of the use of electronic medical records. I can do this! 
 
A couple of months after graduation, I accepted a job working in a medical office. After a year, I felt confident taking the next 
step up working in a larger medical office and began working at University Urology Associates of New Jersey. I truly enjoy my 
job as a Certified Medical Assistant. I get the opportunity to help my patients every day. I feel good knowing that I make them 
comfortable in the office whether or not they are going through something. I also enjoy my job because I see all different 
types of patients and personalities, and I deal with a lot of different but interesting things and diagnoses at work. 
 
To any students thinking of enrolling in the CMA program, I want to share with you the skills you will learn in this class that will 
prepare you for a variety medical jobs out there. You will learn: EKGs, phlebotomy, blood pressure, pulse, the rest of the vitals, 
ear lavage, first aid, billing and coding, urinalysis, injections, throat swabbing, medical terminology, almost every aspect of the 

class will help you in a medical job in some way.  You can do it! You will continue to 
learn on the job too. It’s not easy, but 
whatever you do don’t give up! 
Certified Medical Assisting is an 
awesome career! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Nicole is all smiles on graduation day proudly showing off her Certificate. The smiles continue as she prepares to go to 
work as a Certified Medical Assistant at University Urology Associates of NJ. 

http://www.uuanj.com/
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Student’s Name: Ashley Ramsey                                                                                                                                               Class of: 2012 
OCVTS Program: Child Care Professions                                                                                                                                    Center: Brick  
Instructors: Laura Morelli and Amy Mayer                                                                                       High School: Manchester Township 
 

In Ashley’s own words: OCVTS was the exact point in my life where I realized that working with children and students would be 
in my future. It was where I learned that the “real” world was a place that required me to work hard, but OCVTS prepared me 
so well to enter it. During my two years at in the Child Care Professions program at the Brick Center, I learned how to properly 
care for children, the importance of universal precautions, effective management, and how to properly communicate with 
others. However, one of the most crucial lessons I learned was the value of becoming a teacher and how important it is to 
properly shape and encourage the minds of children.  
 

After graduating in June 2012, I knew I wanted to become a teacher, but I was not ready to take the next step. I was aware that 
I needed to prepare for my future and continue with my education. I used the time management skills I learned at OCVTS, and 
found a balance between work, school, and traveling. I attended Ocean County College, took 18 credits a semester, and realized 
that the harder I worked, the more time I had to travel before pursuing my goal in becoming a teacher. While attending OCC, I 
traveled to Kenya, Africa, four different times, and had an amazing opportunity to learn more about life while working in the 
schools, communities, and churches. What a humbling experience! I graduated from OCC with my Associates degree and 
transferred to Kean University-Ocean campus. I declared a double major in Special Education K-12 and English, as well as, being 
appointed to join Kappa Delta Pi Honor Society. I am currently in my senior year of Kean, student teaching at Manchester 
Township High School, and in May of 2020, I can finally say, “I DID IT!” Continuing my education was the greatest struggle, but 
I am eternally grateful that I did.  
 

My future goals include landing a full-time teaching job here in the states for the school year, and then someday, I hope to travel 
to Kenya, and teach English as a second language. 
 

To the current and future high school students reading this: please remember that time management is key. Focus on your 
schoolwork and realize that you are learning more than you think. Try your hardest to focus on what is right in front of you, and 
do not stress over things to come. 
 

Mrs. Morelli and Mrs. Mayer taught me many important lessons for both inside and outside of the classroom. I learned the 
characteristics of a caring teacher, and the importance of forming positive relationships with my peers. They are phenomenal 
teachers and I was so lucky to have had them. OCVTS helped me form life-long relationships and friendships. Not only did I learn 

real life skills to help get through the real 
world, but OCVTS showed me how to so 
with little stress and much confidence. I 
hope that more people understand the 
value of attending a vocational school 
and receiving a great education beyond 
the four walls of a high school.  
 
“Ashley Ramsey graduated from our 
Child Care Professions program with a 
straight “A” average. Mrs. Mayer and I 
knew then that this focused young lady 
would make a fine teacher. With great 
pride, we nominate Ashley Ramirez as a 
Success Stories, “per Mrs. Morelli. 
 

 



Sharing Success Stories 
Working in the Field

 Class of: 2019 
       Center: Jackson  

 High School: Brick Memorial 

Student’s Name: Zac Poinsett    
OCVTS Program: Collision Repair      
Instructor: Mike Lundin      
Employer: PL Custom, Wall, NJ 

In Zac’s own words: Out of pure curiosity, that is why I decided to enroll in the Collision Repair program at OCVTS, and 
immediately I found an interest in what I was doing. It prepared me with the basic skills I would need to succeed in the 
field, earn decent money, learn, and sharpen my skills.  

While in Mike Lundin’s class, I developed many skills such as welding, painting, bodywork, knowledge of tools, and the 
value of safety. Becoming proficient in these skills will make it possible to earn a good living in this field.  

There are many things I enjoy about my job, but the big reason why I enjoy going to work every day are the people. 
There are so many experienced and friendly co-workers throughout my building that you are sure to learn a lot from. 

The skills you absolutely need are the skills you learn in school. It is not until you get into the field where you learn the 
most; more skills are all around you. However, it is up to you! Ask questions! Take notes! Get out of your comfort zone 
and you will succeed in your trade. 

Do not ever get discouraged. It is okay to make mistakes and it is okay to fail, it is all a part of learning and being alive. 
Stick to it, try new things, and find what you love. 

PL Custom, an independently owned company that over the 
years has maintained their vision as a customer-focused 
designer and manufacturer of high-quality custom emergency 

vehicles. In March, Zac was selected as their “Employee of 
the Month.” Now in November, Mike Lundin selected Zac as 
an OCVTS Success Story from the Collision Repair program.  

Zac is having a good year. Congratulations on these earned 
accolades! 



 

 
Student’s Name: Matthew Gates                                                                                                                                                    Class of: 2003 
OCVTS Program: Computer Science                                                                                                                                      Center: Toms River  
Instructor: Michael Clarke                                                                                                                                  High School: Toms River North 
Employer: CISION MultiVu, New York, NY                                                                                                              Website:  www.cision.com                                                    
 

In Matt’s own words: Sixteen years have gone by since I attended vocational school, and as I reflect back, I think about having 
attended the Computer Science program, and what I had learned in the class. It is crazy to think that I still remember bits and 
pieces, but I do. Thanks to OCVTS, I learned about code syntax and the basics of computer science. I was able to realize how relevant 
it would be to me much later in my life. After high school, I thought I knew it all.  I would go get a job and live happily ever after on 
a minimum wage salary. I decided on OCVTS for a few years before I went to college. I worked a security job after high school, 
which I very quickly realized, just meant a paycheck. For me, it did not equate to happiness at all. It was "just a job." I decided to 
attend Ocean County College, which helped me break down the "shell."  I built up to protect myself from the outside world. I joined 
clubs and organizations, got involved in extracurricular activities and started making friends, talking to people, and becoming 
confident as a human being. After I attended the Student Leadership Development program there, I was given the advice "to 
proceed forward with at least a Bachelor's degree." It was not bad advice. After I graduated with my Associate’s degree, I decided 
to leave New Jersey and study at Loyola University in Chicago majoring in Psychology. 
 

Today, I work a multitude of jobs by choice. My primary job is working for a parent media company, CISION, in which I work for a 
department called MultiVu. It is fun to design interactive media press releases for companies worldwide and I get to be creative. A 
few years ago, I also started my own company, NoteToServices, developing web apps to make my own life easier, offering web 
apps such as web hosting, calling services, texting services, invoicing, etc., and charging others to use those services. I also freelance 
for a company in Malaysia by writing in the English language for many of their technical articles. Besides getting to be creative, the 
reason I love my job is because I get to work with my wife and the job offers multiple benefits including a good salary, health 
benefits, 401k, PTO, and most importantly, a fridge full of refreshing beverages. 
 

Originally, I wanted to do something with the major I received from Loyola University Chicago. If you asked me twenty years ago if 
I would be making my living through the Internet, I would have thought you were joking. If you told me I would be working with 
people from all over the world, I would have thought you were kidding with me, and yet here I am doing it every day. Currently, I 
live in New Mexico but never did I think I would be working with people from Ohio, New Jersey, New York, Washington, Malaysia, 
India, or even China, and yet I chat with them as if they are right next to me, instantaneously. You never know what is going to 
happen from attending the programs offered at OCVTS. While I certainly escalated my life by going to college, OCVTS was truly an 

important step along the way.  After reading Matt’s own words, you can see why Mike Clarke, his Instructor, nominated him 
as a Success Story!                                

                                                                    Matthew Gates’ Road to Success! 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 (photo left) Matthew shares his pretty big accomplishment, and a dream of his that came true. During 
these difficult times, he came up with the idea for a project during COVID-19 to collect a story from a 
woman in every country, island, and territory in the world. Over 500 women were courageous & brave 
enough to share their stories of where they grew, how their family and government treated them, their 
successes, and failures, and advice they have in life for women with the world. Please check his book 
out on https://mylifeasawomanproject.com. Congratulations, Matthew Gates, author!  
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Student’s Name: Grant Guarino                                                                                                                                     Class of: 2014 
OCVTS Program: Computer Science                                                                                                                     Center: Toms River  
Instructor: Mike Clarke                                                                                                                       High School: Toms River North 
Employer: Lightspeed Voice, CLEC.                                                                                      Website: https://lightspeedvoice.com 
 
In Grant’s own words:  
I chose OCVTS as an alternative to taking electives at high school that weren’t necessarily aligned with my interests. OCVTS 
has helped prepare me for my career be providing me with an amazing opportunity to jumpstart my education and training 
in the Computer Science/Software Engineering field. Attending Monmouth University after completing my program at 
OCVTS provided me with an excellent way to continue developing my skills, clear guidance toward achieving my goals, a 
way to develop new friendships with people who are equally as interested in CSSE, and a host of new connections in the 
field. Earning a degree was not only a major achievement for me, but it has helped greatly in recent job searches. 
 
One thing to keep in mind if you’re entering the CSSE field is that you should definitely focus on learning and understanding 
core programming concepts and foundations. This will not only make you more marketable in the future, but it will also 
help you pick up and learn other languages quickly which is huge! The Computer Science/Software Engineering field tends 
to change frequently, suddenly and rapidly. It is always best to stay on top of new and developing technology (you never 
know when you might need to switch!) 
 
Currently, I work for Lightspeed Voice, a telecommunications company based in Venice, FL, as a Software Developer in 
their Product Engineering division at the New Jersey branch. There are many things I love about my job. I have narrowed 

it down to three: I love collaborating with my team members 
to build amazing new products that facilitate communication 
and data management for our customers: I love learning new 
solutions and programming techniques that I can use in many 
other tasks and aspects of my work every day; and lastly, I love 
having the opportunity to work with incredibly talented 
individuals who are equally as enthusiastic about their work. 
 

To the students in the Computer Science program I have a 
suggestion, there will be times when it may seem impossible 
to reach your goals, and times when you will feel like you are 
not as good as everyone else. This is very common in CSSE, but 
keep working hard and please do not give up! Redirect that 
feeling and use it as your driver to continue learning, and 
moving forward. You can achieve anything if you set your 
mind to it! 
 

Mike Clarke nominated Grant as a Computer Science Success 
Story. He was a straight “A” student who enjoyed the class and 
displayed a desire to learn. Recently, Grant sent Mike a note 
stating, “Thank you for making class and Computer Science 
fun and entertaining. I have so many great memories from my 
time at OCVTS, and I wouldn’t be where I am today without 
it!” 

             “Working from home is business casual!” 

https://lightspeedvoice.com/
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Student’s Name: Angelica Gama                                                                                                                              Class of: 2019 
OCVTS Program: Cosmetology                                                                                                                               Center: Jackson  
Instructor: Shari DeGregorio                                                                                                            High School: Jackson Liberty 
Employer: Serenity Hair Salon, Jackson, NJ                
 

In Angelica’s own words: Having heard the great things about OCVTS, I chose to attend their Cosmetology program and 
take advantage of the benefits that I would receive by attending. I also was interested in doing hair and makeup, so I 

thought “why not?”  After completing the two-year program, some of the skills that I learned that have been helpful to 
me at work are knowing how to do basic haircuts, color theory, angles, and styling. I earned my cosmetology license 

and felt prepared to enter this exciting industry. In addition, I realized the value of having people skills and knowing 
how to deal with certain situations. The joys of working in the cosmetology field are plentiful. I enjoy making people 
feel better about themselves and being able to make them more comfortable with their look. It makes me feel good 
when they love what you do so much, they come back often. Since this industry is constantly changing, there is 
always something new to learn, it keeps things fresh, and I look forward to learning new things every day.  
 
As a completer of the Cosmetology program, one of my helpful hints to current cosmetology students would be to give 
100% of yourself, do not be lazy. Your effort will be time well spent, and it will all be worth it in the end.  
 
Cosmetology Instructor, Shari DeGregorio commented, “Angelica was a hard worker, respectful, responsible student. 
She started working in a salon while in vocational school and continued to work there after graduation. They started 
her on the floor immediately after she received her license. She is talented in both hair and make-up. She plans to 
continue to work towards her goals in the cosmetology field and attends OCC for business classes. Angelica is 
definitely a Success Story!”                                                        
                                                                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

If you are interested in seeing more of Angelica’s (Center photo) work, please check out her social media accounts. 
Instagram: @acgbeauty https://www.instagram.com/acgbeauty/ 
Facebook: Acgmakeup https://www.facebook.com/acgmakeup 

https://www.instagram.com/acgbeauty/
https://www.facebook.com/acgmakeup
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Student Name: Daniel Roman                                                                                                                                             Class of: 2009 
OCVTS Program: Cosmetology                                                                                                                                   Center: Toms River  
Instructors: Barbara Stewart, Pat Wake, and Deb Gall                                                                                  High School: Lakewood 
Employer: Zebulun Barber Shop, Toms River, NJ                                                                                           zebulun1@comcast.net 
 
In Danny’s own words: Looking back on my education at OCVTS, I am so thankful to the staff being knowledgeable and 
extremely helpful. The tuition was adequate and afforded me the opportunity to attend vocational school with my income.  
The classes were very informative and I learned so much that I was able to pass all exams with high scores. I was also taught  
the importance of sanitation, professionalism, and how to properly cut long hair with shears. My instructors prepared me  
for the “Real World” in business and solid understanding of the cosmetology industry. I was ready! 
 

Owning your own business gives me a sense of purpose, serving the community, and of course, providing for my family. I  
also get the opportunity to help other barbers grow, grooming the complete man – Mind, Body and Soul. Consistency, work  
ethic and integrity, if you have these qualities, the sky’s the limit!  My last comment must be one of gratitude, thanking  
OCVTS for being a platform. OCVTS has helped so many graduates reach their goals, so students trust the process. 
 

Deb Gall, Cosmetology Instructor at the Toms River Center, nominated Danny Roman as a Success Story. He was a student of 
Barbara Stewart and Pat Wake, and he has works tirelessly as the owner of Zebulun Barber Shops.  Deb is thrilled that Danny 
is so successful, and grateful to him for hiring three of her cosmetology students, namely Jamaal Harris, Michael Dowbysz 
(Gold Medal winner at SkillsUSA for Barbering), and Anthony Santana. (pictured lower center) “As students go, these guys 
were awesome.”  

 

 

                                                                 
  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Danny Roman completed the Cosmetology Program, earned his license, worked hard and opened his own Barber Shop. 
As business grew, he opened more locations and returned to OCVTS to hire our students both past and present. Happiness is 
having your teachers Barbara Stewart (bottom left) and Deb Gall stopping by to say hello! “Haircuts are a must and we are a 
barbershop you can trust,” with locations in Brick, Howell and Toms River.” 

mailto:zebulun1@comcast.net
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Student’s Name: Jacob Cioffi                                                                                                                                           Class of: 2020 
OCVTS Program: Center for the Culinary Arts                                                              Center: Cuisine in the Green, the Atlantis  
Instructors: Chef Jason Crispin and Chef Bruce Van Sickle                                                            High School: Donavan Catholic 
Employer: Sun Harbor Seafood and Grill, Barnegat, NJ                                               Website: sunharborseafoodandgrill.com 
 

In Jacob’s own words:  Honestly, I chose OCVTS Culinary program because of it being a local option with a cheaper price tag 
than some of the other culinary schools out there. I also like the idea of it being condensed into a 10-month program. OCVTS 
has helped me by providing me with new culinary skills and knowledge that I can apply throughout my culinary career. With the 
assistance of my great instructors, I have been able to grasp certain methods quickly and practice them confidently. 
 

I now work at Sun Harbor Seafood & Grill in Barnegat, NJ. It's a new multilevel restaurant right on a marina on Barnegat Bay. 
From the back deck you have an amazing view of Long Beach Island, including the lighthouse. What's also pretty neat about this 
place is that being on a marina, boats can literally pull up on the side of the restaurant and dock for a meal! Definitely something 
I haven't seen before in other restaurants I've worked in. My favorite dish to cook is probably the Diver Scallops with Maque 
Choux. It's a classic seared scallop centered with a spicy Cajun corn. Delicious! My favorite parts about my job, besides cooking, 
would have to be getting to have some creative input with certain things going on in the kitchen. Another benefit of working in 
the culinary field would have to be getting a physical workout in throughout the day, and being involved in something personally 
rewarding. Each dish you put out directly represents how serious you are about food, taste and quality. 
 

To any students interested in the 
culinary industry, I would 
definitely suggest you to try 
working in a kitchen as soon as 
possible to get an idea of what it 
really is like, and if you're up for 
it. It's a lot of work, so you should 
know what you are signing up 
for. As far as the program goes, I 
would advise you to really get to 
know the OCVTS instructors 
because they are more than 
happy to help you, and can serve 
as great resources even after 
class is dismissed. I definitely 
clicked with them myself. 
 
  
(Pictured left) The restaurant .... 
Sun Harbor Seafood and Grill, the 
view…sunset on the beautiful 
Barnegat Bay, part of their 
cooking staff…Chef Jacob Cioffi, 
our OCVTS alumnus, and most 
importantly, the food…  Caprese 
Toast Stack, a culinary delight 
popular with the patrons! Bon 
Appetit! 
 

 



 

Student’s Name: Brittney Trevisan                                                                                                                          Class of: 2018 
OCVTS Program: Culinary Arts @ Cuisine on the Green                                                                                   Center: Atlantis  
Instructor: Chef Jason Crispin                                                                                                                Website: www.ocvts.org                          
Employer: CHAR ǀ Q Restaurant, Eagle Ridge Golf Course, Lakewood, NJ                                Website: www.charqnj.com 
 

In Brittney’s own words: I was looking for a program that would give me as much hands-on real-world experience as 
possible. I toured the Culinary Arts Program at Cuisine on the Green, met Chef Jason, and felt very comfortable and 
excited and decided to enroll. What a great decision that was! The information learned has provided me a foundation 
of knowledge that has made growing in this industry significantly easier. Understanding proper prep work needed for 
events up to eighty people, the foundation of all cooking methods, the basics of butchering, commercial equipment 
use, plating dinners, and catering are the valuable skills that I learned at OCVTS’ Cuisine on the Green. 
 
Today, I am now the Director of Operations of CHAR|Q, a new Kosher fine dining restaurant in Lakewood, NJ. I am 
lucky enough to manage a staff of seventeen and growing. I love helping my team to grow and excel. They are the best 
part of what I do every day. 
 

To the future students at Cuisine on the Green, I suggest to stay focused every day, and if you want to learn more about 
something...ask. I learned tons in class, but I also stayed after class every day to learn more details about areas of 
interest. Also, volunteer! Every experience adds value and knowledge. The offsite events offered a unique learning 
opportunity as well. The course was fantastic but like all things in life, you get as much out of it as you put into it. 
“The OCVTS’ Culinary Arts program at Cuisine on the Green affords students experience in the preparation, 
service and management tasks involved in the food service industry.  
 

Brittney Trevisan completed our culinary accelerated program with honors. Besides being an excellent student, she 
Also displayed such a thirst for knowledge and always had a positive attitude. Brittney is a Success Story. She has done 
well in the class, and I am thrilled that she now has the opportunity to utilize her learned skills in her position.” per 
Chef Jason Crispin. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brittany and the wonderful staff at CHAR ǀ Q Restaurant where quality ingredients paired with impeccable service 
offer the finest in experienced-based dining. They welcome you! 
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Student’s Name: Kevin Ellul                                                                                                                                                             Class of: 2014 
OCVTS Program: Culinary Arts                                                                                                                                                           Center: Brick  
Instructor: Chef Gary Lesniak                                                                                                                          High School: Pinelands Regional 
Employer: Bobby Flay Steak Restaurant, Atlantic City, NJ  
                                                             
In his own words: My culinary career path began at OCVTS, attending there was an opportunity I could not pass up. The curriculum 
and academic schedule were of great interest to me. The fact I could complete high school and be enrolled in a vocational school 
simultaneously was astonishingly convenient. OCVTS gave me real world experience. The chef instructors were very helpful, 
knowledgeable, and professional. I was taught many skills, most of which I still use to this day: from learning about how to use a 
knife properly and cooking, to baking desserts, decorating cakes and making ice cream, even dining etiquette, napkin folding, 
serving and associating with real customers within the school’s dining room.  
 

Continuing my education in the culinary field, I graduated from the Restaurant School at Walnut Hill College with a Bachelor’s 
Degree. I was chosen to become a Student Leader, one of the highest honors within the college’s program. My responsibilities 
ranged from assisting the college with current and incoming students, to being an assistant chef instructor to many classes, working 
within four different restaurants throughout the school, and operating the bake shop, which is always open to the public. I received 
a $10,000 scholarship for my efforts and outstanding performance as a student leader.  I graduated Magna Cum Laude, as well as, 
having perfect attendance for the entire three years of the bachelors’ program. Walnut Hill College has changed my personal and 
professional life in more ways than I can imagine. In addition, I was able to travel to France and England, which was included in the 
program curriculum! 
 

I am now continuing on with my Online Master’s Degree in Human Performance and Nutrition at Logan University, while 
simultaneously working full time at Bobby Flay Steak located in the Borgata Hotel Casino & Spa, in Atlantic City. Bobby Flay Steak 
is a very high pace, high volume kitchen with a staff that is very friendly, professional and skilled. Averaging 550+ customers per 
night, the restaurant and its staff provides a modern fine dining atmosphere alongside classic, infused and inspirational menu items. 
Bobby Flay and the chefs within the restaurant are truly amazing and extremely skillful in their line of work which makes working 
there such an amazing experience. I could not be more appreciative than I already am. It’s a wonderful experience! 
 

Now for my helpful hints… The ability to cook, season, and speed are the main necessities to have while working within any kitchen. 
Knife skills are a great asset, and an investment in a high quality, comfortable knife is a must. I would suggest getting some kitchen 
experience before joining the field to see if this is what you really want to do as a career. In nature, only the strongest survive, this 
also relates to kitchens across the globe, be thick skinned, polite, and pay 
attention to everyone and everything. You are always a student, you will 
always learn, and it’s so important to become a sponge and absorb as much 
knowledge as possible. You can work anywhere in the world within this field. 
Cooking and eating brings billions together, it’s a way of life, culture after 
culture, century after century... cooking remains the embodiment of all.  
 

Currently, I am also launching a Tea and Honey Subscription Box Company: 
Teas & Bees in the beginning months of 2020. Check out the website and/or 
subscribe and follow: www.teas-bees.com 
 

Chef Gary Lesniak was pleased to nominate Kevin as a Success Story from our 
Culinary Arts program. Kevin Ellul’s Culinary Career Path and Road to Success!                               

http://www.teas-bees.com/
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Student’s Name: Autumn Brooks                                                                                                                                   Class of 2017 
OCVTS Program: Dental Assisting                                                                                                                         Center: Toms River  
Instructor: Roxanne Beers                                                                                                        High School: Manchester Township 
Employer: United States Air Force                                                                                                       Website: www.airforce.com 
 

In Autumn’s own words: I chose OCVTS because I wanted to learn a career that I could also do in the military, which was 
my ultimate goal. OCVTS helped prepare me for the “world of work” by teaching me all the fundamentals of being a Dental 
Assistant. During my time at vocational school, I learned about oral hygiene, radiographs, infectious control, instrument, 
dental procedures and much more. I was set up for success from the first day of class. Everything Mrs. Beers, my instructor, 
taught me has helped me to become a successful dental assistant.  I am incredibly grateful for her dedication to her 
students and dentistry. Attending OCVTS prepared me for a career in the dental field, and led me to earn my Infectious 
Control and Radiology licenses. I am thankful that I was able to go on an externship at a private office in Toms River and 
secured a temporary job as a dental assistant. I never would have gotten that job if it were not for the skills Mrs. Beers 
taught me.  
 

Joining the Air Force was by far the best decision of my life. So far, what I enjoy most about being in the Air Force is the 
travel. I have travelled to fourteen countries across Europe. Some people may not even do that in a lifetime. Currently, I 
am stationed in England, and I have been here since I was nineteen years old. Living alone in another country at nineteen 
is difficult! I have learned so much about myself since I joined, and have grown in ways I did not know were possible. I am 
currently working towards an Associate’s Degree in Applied Science with the hope of becoming a dental hygienist in the 
future. The Air Force has allowed me to earn my degree 100% free. The benefits that the military has provided for me are 
unbeatable. I love everything about it! 
 

To future graduates of the Dental Assisting program, a helpful hint I would recommend is to get out of your comfort zone. 
You will naturally achieve more than ever before. There are so many opportunities provided to you through dentistry, do 
not be afraid to take any of them! You will learn so much from your doctors, coworkers, and even your patients. Ditch 
your comfort zone and make a better life for yourself! 

 
Thank you Mrs. Beers for always 
believing in me and supporting 
my decision to join the Air 
Force. Your classroom was a 
positive environment for me to 
feel accepted and learn about a 
career that I love! All of my 
success in my Dental Assisting 
career has been rooted from 
you.  Thank you again for 
everything! 
 

It is with great pride and joy that 
Roxanne Beers, the Dental 
Assisting Instructor, has 
nominated Airmen First Class 
Autumn Brooks as an OCVTS 
Success Story! 

                                                        

http://www.airforce.com/
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Student’s Name: Joseph Falcetano                                                                                                                           Class of: 2008 
OCVTS Program: Design and Visual Communications                                                                                             Center: Brick  
Instructor: Howard Polenberg                                                                                                         High School: Brick Township 
Employer: Freelance Photographer                                                                                         Email: jfalcetano89@gmail.com 
 

In Joseph’s own words: During my sophomore year of high school, I attended a week long “trial” consisting of a 
different program each day at the Brick Center, and one of those days happen to be the Digital Design program. After 
a brief trial, I was hooked. The program equipped me with the skills and knowledge to hit the ground running. The 
“hook, line, and sinker” however, was how much Howard Polenberg made me fall in love with taking, developing, and 
editing photographs. He turned what could have wound up as just a hobby for me, into a passion. 
 

I love talking shop. Here are some of my favorite photographic techniques that I learned: Manipulating variations of 
“depth of field,” arraigning the photo using the core ”rule of thirds,” manipulating the vibrancy and saturation of a 
photograph in editing, and how to be fluid. Being able to adapt to the client’s wants are KEY. 
 

Photography is so much more than just taking a photo; you are capturing a moment, and giving it permanency. You 
are creating memories and giving them a face. When you are working with a client, you are giving them something to 
look at, think back on, and smile. I take every opportunity I can get to help capture a moment.  

 

Here are some suggestions if you are going to start your own business: make sure 
the name you want to use is available before making business cards; always 
remember that no job is too small; you have to start somewhere to get your feet 
wet; always sign a contract; word of mouth will be your best form of 
advertisement; remember to carry extra SD cards and batteries, and invest in a 
good tripod! There is beauty everywhere, in bustling areas, in crowded places, 
and even in “ugly” places. I have a tattoo to remind me of that every 
day.  Remember to have fun, no matter the gig. Never stop exploring, never stop 
learning, and never stop capturing moments. Peace and love y’all.    
   
Joseph smiles sharing a few of his photographs. Please email him to view more.                                              
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Student’s Name: Patrick Ludwig                                                                                                                                    Class of: 2018 
OCVTS Program: Diesel Engine Technology                                                                                                              Center: Jackson  
Instructor: Gregory Cullen                                                                                                                             High School: New Egypt 
Employer: Reinauer Transportation, Staten Island, NY                                                                  Website: info@Reinauer.com 
 

In Patrick’s own words: Diesel Engine Technology is the program that I chose because I always enjoyed working on projects 
and I knew I would want to keep going with that. Mr. Cullen, my teacher, taught me the basic diesel theory and the 
fundamentals that I would need to know beginning my career in this field. I also learned the value of staying organized 
and the importance of working hard at whatever you do.  Diesel Engine Technology was my career path and I was confident 
and excited to start my journey thanks to OCVTS.  
 

Reinauer Transportation in Staten Island is where I have been employed as a Diesel Mechanic.  I considered myself 
fortunate to have been employed there for over a year. I look forward to going to work every day because I enjoy my job, 
especially working with my coworkers, being on the water every day, and traveling to different places. To be successful in 
the Diesel Engine technology field, you need to have patience, stay organized and be able to work well with others. 
 

The other young OCVTS alumni working with Patrick at Reinhauer are: Craig Tuttle, Diesel Mechanic, graduate from the 
Automotive Diesel program Class of 2017, and Tyler Ludwig, Class of 2018 graduate from the Jackson Center Electrical 
program who is employed at the shipyard as a barge electrician. 
 

“Patrick Ludwig is my choice for a Success Story. He graduated OCVTS in 2018 and continue his education in the Diesel 
program at Lincoln Technical Institute in June 2019. Being his instructor for two years, I remember Pat was always a serious 
minded, responsible student. He excelled in both classroom and shop activities. His work ethic and passion for learning 
about diesel engines set him apart. I would often give him special tasks to challenge him. Pat’s attitude and seriousness 
while in the Diesel Engine Technology program set a high bar for other students, and motivated others to follow his 
example. I am pleased to report that he is now employed by a Tug Boat company in Staten Island where he rebuilds the 
diesel engines taken out of the tug boats. It is a Union Shop. Pat loves his job and certainly has made the correct career 
choice. Way to go Pat!” commented Greg Cullen. 
 

 

 
  
 
 
 

                                                                 
  

  
“For almost a century, Reinauer Transportation Companies has been serving the maritime 
industry. Operating on the East Coast, in Canada, the Gulf of Mexico, the Caribbean and the 
Great Lakes, Reinauer’s geographic reach is expansive. The company employs a large 
workforce and operates a variety of vessels including, conventional and tractor tug boats, 
barges and articulated tug barge (ATB) units. Operating in several business lines, Reinauer 
has companies in bulk-liquids transportation, towing and vessel assist services, offshore 
support, shipbuilding and drydock services, and marine construction. This combined 
experience gives Reinauer a unique and diversified position as a leader in the industry,” per 
the Reinauer website. For Patrick (pictured left) and his OCVTS classmates in a word, it 
means…opportunity! 
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Student’s Name: Matthew Webster                                                                                                                      Class of: 2012 
OCVTS Program: Electrical Trades                                                                                                              Center: Toms River  
Instructor: Tom Pernal                                                                                                                High School: Toms River East 
Employer: Koorsen Fire and Security                                                                         Website: https://www.koorsen.com/ 
 

In Matt’s own words: OCVTS is a great opportunity for juniors and seniors in high school offering them a variety of 
trade programs.  I attended the A+ Certification class with Mr. Pobuta, and had a great experience. I already had a 
jump-start boosting my career in the IT field. Coming back, a second time enrolling in the Electrical Trades program 
with Tom Pernal was a no brainer. 
 

Having learned computer troubleshooting in A+ Certification, coupled with termination/voltage and conduit fill 
calculations/general electrical theory in the Electrical Trades and Integrated Cabling program, and my own Cisco 
Networking studies, I came into the Physical Security Systems field ahead of the curve for the higher-level systems 
utilizing current IT security trends. Another skill that really pushed my career forward was the resume writing and 
interviewing skills, I learned at OCVTS. I applied for one job at a remote office, and ended up with another at the 
company Headquarters in the Engineering Department. Those job-related English and Math skills you learn at 
OCVTS really go a long way. 
 

Working now as an Integrated Systems and Network Support Engineer fills me with a sense of accomplishment. I 
know understand this field and these systems well enough where I can start to implement them with some “wow 
factors” to set aside my company from the others. Working on high-end large enterprise systems, I get to face new 
and interesting technical challenges that push my limits forcing me to explore newer/better technologies every day. 

 

Outside of general electrical and IT, knowledge make sure even after 
you are done with your program keep the drive to better yourself and 
learn. Especially in a field, that includes IT work. The IT field is 
constantly evolving, and you need to evolve with it. 
 
“Matt Webster was an easy choice as a Success Story. He was an 
excellent student who thought outside the ‘electric box.’ He is working 
for a Koorsen Fire and Security and was featured in Security Systems 
NEWS Magazine.” per Tom Pernal.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Check out the article! 
http://www.securitysystemsnews.com/article/40-under-40-class-

2019-matthew-webster-29)” 

https://www.koorsen.com/
http://www.securitysystemsnews.com/article/40-under-40-class-2019-matthew-webster-29
http://www.securitysystemsnews.com/article/40-under-40-class-2019-matthew-webster-29


 

 

Student’s Name: Devon Lovas                                                                                                                                    Class of: 2017 
OCVTS Program: Fashion Design and Merchandising                                                                                               Center: Brick  
Instructor: Carey Brown                                                                                                          High School: Point Pleasant Beach 
 

In Devon’s own words: OCVTS has helped me in my career path as a fashion designer by providing me with a foundational 
insight into the fashion industry, as well as in garment design and construction. My instructor, Carey Brown, encouraged me 
to have a lot of creative freedom with design.  With her help and guidance, I was able to create some of my best work in her 
class. She is a tremendous contributor to my success thus far in the fashion industry. 
 

Since starting college at SCAD, I have been rewarded with many amazing opportunities such as competing and winning a 
scholarship from the YMA FSF competition, interning on the design team at Vera Wang, assisting an event production team 
with New York Fashion Week, and having one of my garments displayed and advertised at my school. Continuing my 
education as a Fashion Design major has been an incredibly exciting and rewarding experience thus far. I love being able to 
bring my design ideas to life. All of the instruction and feedback I have received from my professors has been incredibly 
valuable, as they prepare me for a career in the industry. My future goals are to work on the design team for a bridal designer, 
gain more industry experience, and eventually go on to develop my own bridal and eveningwear line.  
 
I would suggest that students take the valuable information they receive from their instructors seriously because having that 
prior industry knowledge really provided me with an advantage once I entered college, and begin my major classes. By 
attending the Fashion Design and Merchandising program at OCVTS, I believe it made for a smooth transition into college. I 
began my fashion classes at SCAD feeling confident and pleased with the quality of work that I am producing now.  
 
Carey Brown, Instructor, “I am thrilled to nominate Devon Lovas as a Success Story from our program. Devon is a SCAD 
student who interned with Vera Wang in New York City this summer. How exciting is that?” 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Devon (left) illustrates that Fashion Designer look, along with some of her designs! 
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Student’s Name: Matthew Strout                                                                                                                                  Class of: 2008 
OCVTS Program: Health & Fitness                                                                                                                        Center: Toms River 
Instructor: Helene Crist                                                                                                                     High School: Jackson Memorial 
Employer:  Relentless Fitness & Training, Freehold, NJ                                                 Website: www.relentlesstraining.com 
 

In Matt’s own words: My interest in the Health and Fitness Industry can be traced back to my youth. My dad and uncle 
owned gyms, were bodybuilders, and realized the value of exercising.  Watching my dad workout encouraged me to want 
to work out too. I must say that having fitness in my life helped me through some uncomfortable phases, overweight, 
bullying, and lack of confidence. It starts as a vision and becomes a dream. Having attended the Health and Fitness program 
at the Toms River Center, helped me succeed in making my dream come true. Today, I am the co-founder of Relentless 
Fitness and Training located in Freehold. As a certified personal trainer, I specialize in weight loss, conditioning, and 
teaching the art of boxing, and Muay Thai kickboxing. I also developed experience in corrective exercise, functional 
movement, strength and power training. One of the greatest pleasures of my job is assisting my clients in reaching their 
fitness goals.  
 

Being a Certified Personal Trainer, I would like to offer some “Helpful Hints” to future personal trainers. My suggestions 
would be to take one-step every day, and overcome any obstacles towards that vision. Develop the ability to communicate 
with others. Know the value in teamwork. Never say that it is not my job. Always work hard. I was able me to harness my 
passion for fitness into an educational structure, and allowed me to take that structure into the “Real World.”  
 

Helene Crist, the Health and Fitness Instructor at the Toms River Center, nominated Matthew Strout as an OCVTS Success 
Story. Being a straight “A” student in her class validated Matt’s desire to succeed in this industry. Becoming a Certified 
Personal Trainer and NJ Boxing Certified Coach, having worked four years at Centrastate Fitness and Wellness Center, and 
now being a co-owner of Relentless Fitness and Training certainly qualifies Matthew as a Success Story! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                       Come meet Matt at Relentless Fitness and Training in Freehold, 
                                                                                                       and get on the “Road to Fitness.” 
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Student’s Name: Patrick Doherty                                                                                                                           Class of: 2019 
OCVTS Program: EO Auto Technology, Pre-Engineering Technology & HVAC/R                      Centers: Jackson & Brick  
Instructors: Dan McCormack, Kirk Goebel, and Rob Doherty                                             High School: Central Regional 
 
In Patrick’s own words: OCVTS helped me because it not only gave me the necessary tools to learn but by attending 
vocational school, I also developed an appreciation for school. Vocational school gave me the confidence to know 
that I could go into the field for any trade that I wanted, and that I would become successful in any of them. With 
the auto technical skills from Dan McCormick, AutoCAD, and Manufacturing skills from Kirk Goebel and the 
Computer Controls Systems and HVAC /R and skills from Robert Doherty, I will always be able to find a career. I will 
never be unemployed. 
 

OCVTS gave me my trade skill set, and has taught me that the 
world is bigger than I thought. With what I had already learned, 
I could have gone into the trades and have made a good amount 
of money. Instead, I made the decision to continue my 
education. Now that I am in college, I am learning more than I 
could have ever hoped to, and I will ultimately become more 
valuable to any employer. This will open more opportunities for 
me, and I will be able to apply to the higher paying jobs. I hope 
to get a manufacturing job where my abilities in HVAC/R and 
robotics will land me a career at the highest level in the Food 
Industry or Pharmaceutical Industry. I plan on starting my job 
search in New Jersey and go on from there. 
 

To the current high school students, I would suggest attend 
vocational school and learn a trade, one that you can fall back 
on if what you plan on doing does not work out…your own 
employment safety net. 
 

Nominated by Kirk Goebel, “Patrick’s success is well deserved.  
He was in the first graduating class of the Pre-Engineering 
Technology program.  As a student at OCVTS, he excelled in all 
tasks and represented the school, and County in the NJ State 
SkillsUSA competitions.”   
 

Rob Doherty, HVAC/R instructor and Patrick’s dad commented, 
“Patrick is typical of all my high performing HVAC/R students. I 
have seen many of them enter higher education, then the 
workforce. They are always looking to perfect their knowledge,                             
and their work becomes their hobby. Like the ones who came 
before Patrick, I expect all of their hard work to lead to the good 
life.  
 

Having been approved for a double major at UNOH is certainly 
a reason Patrick is smiling in this selfie! 
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Student’s Name: Yesenia Torres                                                                                                                             Class of: 2019 
OCVTS Program: Practical Nursing                                                                                                             Center: Toms River  
Instructors: Jenaya Jenkins, Tanya Rivera and Maryellen Picchiello                                             High School: Lakewood 
Employer:   Dr. Fenster, Kinder Pediatrics, Lakewood, NJ 
 

In Yesenia’s own words: Prior to entering OCVTS, I attended Ocean County College and completed my prerequisites 
required for their RN program. It was then that I decided to enroll in the Practical Nursing program at OCVTS. It was 
not just for personal convenience, as the staff was helpful with the application process, the commute was not far 
away, and the length of the Practical Nursing program was only ten months. Most importantly, I wanted to gain the 
necessary skills and job opportunities that would help further my nursing career. After completing the program and 
passing the NCLEX Exam, I secured a position as a pediatric nurse. I can honestly say OCVTS did helped me prepare 
for real world in terms of practical skills. While in school, we had many critical thinking exams that made you think 
as if you were working as a nurse. Now, working as a nurse, I understand more clearly, why certain things are done 
in a specific order.  I am very happy that I became an LPN before an RN, as I now have the opportunity to work on 
my skills while furthering my education. The Practical Nursing program at OCVTS prepares you in furthering your 

career, and explore specialties in Nursing. I am look 
forward to returning to Ocean County College and 
complete their RN program.  
 

The thing I enjoy most about my job is the privilege to 
work with newborns and children, and care for them 
during difficult times. I really enjoy working with 
children, as there is always something very interesting 
to learn, especially the critical thinking aspect. On the 
job, my team and I have to think about the differences 
between each developmental stage, and pay close 
attention to detail, as children are constantly growing 
and changing both physically and physiology.  
 

To future LPN students, I would offer this advice: 
always be patient, and never give up on yourself. It is 
important you take the time to learn, and more 
importantly understand why you are doing something. 
Medical Surgical is not an easy subject, but it is 
important you understand it, not just get a passing 
grade.  Do not be afraid to ask for help. It is essential to 
develop the habit of asking questions, and not doing 
shorts cuts. As a new LPN, everything is going to be 
thrown at you at once.  Trust me, in the time that I have 
been working as a nurse, it can be overwhelming, but 
always follow those steps that you learned in school. 
Always think about your patient’s safety.  

 

“Yesenia began her career in the medical field as a student in the Medical Skills and Related Health Career program 
at the Toms River Center. Her instructor, Millie Fritz nominated Yesenia Torres as an OCVTS Success Story because 
she completed her program, and the Practical Nursing program. She is now working as a LPN, and one day will 
become a RN!”                                          
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Student’s Name: Lenny Jastrzembski                                                                                                                        Class of: 2013 
OCVTS Program: Marine Service Technology                                                                                                 Center: Toms River  
Instructor: Rob Berenwick                                                                                                            High School: Jackson Memorial 
Employer: Green Cove Marina, Brick, NJ  
 

In Lenny’s own words: Decisions, decisions...I chose OCVTS because college was not for me. I am a more of a “hands-on” guy. 
Vocational school helped prepare me for the real world by giving me the basic knowledge to pursue my career of choice. Mr. 
B taught me how most engines work, from the easy things to the more technical. I learned wiring, rigging, tuning up engines, 
scanning, tools to read them, shrink wrapping, as well as operating, and “rules” of the water. 
 
What I enjoy about my job is being on the water every day. Being on a boat where I grew up on. Good times!  I have been 
employed at Green Cove Marina going on six years, and I can honestly say that I look forward to going to work every day 
because I love what I do. Every day is a new challenge to adapt and overcome, it’s awesome!  
 
I have two words to say to the students in the Marine Service Technology program, “Pay Attention!” Remember what you 
took apart and how things went, otherwise you could be in a “boat load” of trouble. (literally) Keep yourself educated on 
everything and ask questions when needed. Keep your eye on the prize. Don’t give up, push for bigger and better, never just 
the bare minimal. Heroes always rise but legends never die... 
 
Rob Berenwick, Instructor of the Marine Service Technology program was quick to nominate Lenny Jastrzemski as one of his 
Success Stories. Having earned great grades and displaying a desire to work and continue to learn made Lenny an easy choice. 
He will do very well at Green Cove Marina. 
 
Chuck, Service Supervisor at the Green Cove Marina, and shared a heartfelt comment, “OCVTS provided Lenny with a solid 
foundation of skills, of which he has advanced to become an excellent, professional marine technician. Lenny (pictured below) 
along with some photos of the beautiful Green Cove Marina in Brick, NJ.  
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Student’s Name: Michelle Brown                                                                                                                                   Class of: 2019 
OCVTS Program: Medical Assisting                                                                                                                       Center: Toms River  
Instructor: Marlene Damon and Irene Malfitano                                                                                       High School: New Egypt 
Employer: Dr. Hany Gendy, Franklin Medical Center, Millstone, NJ                                              franklinmedicalcenternj.com 
 

In Michelle’s own words: We each have our own story as why we select a specific career path…this is mine. When I was 
in seventh grade, my sister started to have seizures. No one could figure out what was going on; then, she was diagnosed 
with Juvenile Absence Epilepsy. From going with her to the hospital and dealing with the helpful EMTs and ED Nurses, it 
was then that I realized the medical field is what I wanted to do as a career. Seeing first-hand how these wonderful, caring 
people helped my sister, made me realize that I too wanted to help people in their time of need. 
 

The OCVTS recruiters came to my school and showed us videos of all their programs. After seeing the many successful 
alumni working in the field from the medical programs, that day, I immediately filled out the application and gave it to my 
high school counselor. I chose the Medical Assisting program because from a very young age, I have always wanted to be 
able to help people. I too wanted to be a successful alumni. 
 

After completing the two-year Medical Assisting program, I secured a job as a Medical Assistant with Dr. Hany Gendy at 
the Franklin Medical Center. To say, I like what I am doing is an understatement. I love my job! I definitely enjoy when the 
patients make it known that they appreciate your help; or when the head of the practice thanks you and acknowledges 
you are doing well at your job.  
 

For my future goals, I plan on furthering my education at Ocean County College and completing the nursing program 
starting in the fall of 2020. Hopefully, one day I will eventually work into the Trauma Nursing field.  
 

All future students need to apply themselves by studying, stay organized, ask questions, and try not to fall behind. The 
teachers will appreciate it if you take the extra step or walk that extra mile to make yourself stand out from everyone else.  
In this program, professionalism is key. Students should come to class dressed for success and display a desire to learn. All 
of the students are there to accomplish the one thing…to learn and advance in the medical field. There are many job 
opportunities as a Medical Assistant, the more you learn and apply yourself, the better chance of landing that good job! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Michelle (second from right) poses with Mrs. Malfitano and her first year classmates in school. Mrs. Damon (left) is all 

smiles with Michelle (third from right) and her second year classmates at the HOSA Competition. Completing the 

program, getting a job makes everyone smile! Both instructors submitted Michelle Brown’s name as a Success Story. I 

know I felt good after reading it! 
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Student’s Name: Joelle Meimin                                                                                                                                 Class of: 2016 
OCVTS Program: Medical Assisting                                                                                                                  Center: Toms River  
Instructors: Irene Malfitano                                                                                                            High School: Lacey Township 
 

In Joelle’s own words: OCVTS taught me the skills and knowledge to land my first job in the medical field as a Medical 
Assistant. Besides learning the fundamentals, they helped me build a professional resume as well as allowed me to 
gain confidence in developing a steady path to my career goals. Mrs. Malfitano played a crucial role in making my 
dreams a reality.  
 

After graduating from the Medical Assisting program at OCVTS, I was accepted into the Georgian Court University’s 
School of Nursing program. Currently, I am in my senior year, and I am looking forward to graduating in May of 2020 
with my BSN. Throughout my undergrad, I have experienced many hardships but with the strong support system 
provided by the staff at OCVTS, I have realized that I can get through anything. My future goals are to become an 
Emergency Department Nurse, and eventually continue my education, and someday become a Nurse Practioner.  
 

To future nursing students, I would offer a bit of advice. Always believe in yourself, even when things get tough and 
you feel like you are all alone; there is always someone who believes in you. The staff at OCVTS believed in me, even 
when I doubted myself. To all of them, I say “thank you!” “ 
 

Joelle was a student in our Medical Assisting program. This two-year program is intense, fast paced, and requires a lot 
of commitment and dedication. Joelle applied herself 110% every day. She is a fine example on how determination and 
a willingness to learn can help person-overcome hurdles and achieve success.  We are all very proud of her. She is an 

amazing example to 
students entering the 
program.  Joelle graduated 
at the top of her class and 
is now in college, earning 
amazing grades.  I cannot 
wait to see what the future 
holds for her, because she 
has worked so hard and 
certainly deserves every 
reward and accolade.    My 
wish is to have every 
student who walks in our 
doors work as hard and 
achieve as much as Joelle,” 
written by Irene Malfitano, 
OCVTS Instructor.                                             
 

 

 

 

What the medical field needs now are more dedicated people like Joelle Meimin. Congratulations! 
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Student’s Name: John “Jack” Satterlee                                                                                                                    Class of: 2019 
OCVTS Program: Precision Machine Technology                                                                                                Center: Jackson  
Instructor: Doug Cooley                                                                                                                    High School: Brick Township  
Employer: Heyco, Toms River, NJ                                                                                                      Website:  www.heyco.com                                                      
 

In Jack’s own words: I chose OCVTS because they have instructors with industry experience in the programs they are 
teaching. The Precision Machine Technology (PMT), a ten-month accelerated program interested me. It certainly 
turned out to be a good decision. I enjoy working with my hands and work with my hands I did. I received training in 
operating milling machines, lathe machines, surface grinders, and band saws. Math is a key component in PMT, I 
learned how to accurately and precisely measure material. Machining is not as easy trade and having patience is a plus.  
My #1 suggestion is to practice as much as you can while in the class and you’ll continue to grow your skill set. 
Remember…practice makes perfect. Attending OCVTS has prepared me for the world of work by giving me the tools 
needed to learn a new trade. I am enjoying my job at Heyco because I get the opportunity to make something different 
every day at work. It is always exciting to work on all the new projects. I must repeat…I enjoy my job at Heyco! 
 

Sharon Noble, the OCVTS Adult Recruiter, nominated Jack Satterlee as one of our Success Stories because of the 
interest he displayed in learning and his desire to do a good job while in the PMT program. “Jack was hired at Heyco 
upon completion of the program and began his career in the Manufacturing Industry making a good wage, with a full 
benefit package, 401K etc. Rob McPherson, Molded Tool Manager at Heyco, is a member of our Advisory Board and 
has been a huge supporter of this program from day one. Ten months of schooling just led this young man to begin a 
great career making a livable wage and enjoying the challenge!” 
 

“Jack was a good student who paid attention and did the work required to master the basics of all machining areas and 
introductory CNC milling. His grasp of the math portion and precision measuring and achieving part production to 
tolerances of +/- .005 inch was impressive. Jack did well above average on his national NOCTI written and performance 
proctored tests. I congratulate him on his career success at Heyco,” Doug Cooley, PMT Instructor.                                                                
                                                                 

  
                                                                  Michael Jerome,  Manager of  Tooling  and  
                          Automation at  Heyco, commented, “Jack 
                          has  been working  here since  completing  
                                                                  the PMT program at OCVTS. He is eager to  
                                                                  learn and is developing his tool maker skills,  

        along with reading prints, squaring blocks,  
        making and assembling application.” 

                                                                  Good news to share…Jack, along with two  
        other employees have registered for the 
        Machine Trades Apprenticeship Program  
        held at the Lakehurst Base starting this fall. 



 

 
 
 

Sharing Success Stories 
Owning Your Own Business 

 
 

 

Student Name: Tom Campbell                                                                                                                                            Class of: 2016 
OCVTS Program: Building Construction Trades                                                                                                                  Center: Brick  
Instructor: Mark Muraczewski                                                                                                                  High School: Lacey Township 
Employer: T.K.E. Construction Company                                                                                           
 
In Tom’s own words: As I was growing up, I always enjoyed working with my hands around the house and even building forts 
in the back yard. Attending OVCTS gave me a grasp of how to have good work ethics and how to respect my co-workers while 
trying to overcome a task. After four years of being in the trades, I have utilized everything that I was taught in vocational 
school. Some things that I do the most are finish trim work, siding, and custom cabinets. Best part about owning your own 
business is that you get to select what jobs you want to work, you can create your own time schedule, and pick what days 
you would like to have off. I love what I do, and that is why I enjoy going 
to work every day. It is nice to be able to work and enjoy what you do 
even when you have some bad days…just keep your head up. Some 
days will be bad and you will come across some obstacles to 
overcome, but that’s the beauty of working in the construction world.  
My advice is always be responsible, respectful, and honest. Establish a 
good reputation and the customers will follow. 
 

Mark Muraczewski, Building Construction Technology Instructor, 
remembered Tom Campbell as a real nice student during the two 
years in his Building Construction Technology Program. “He was 
always on task, followed all procedures and worked safely in the shop 
performing tasks related to the construction industry. I always tell my 
students what they learned in my 
program would create a career 
path for them as long as they put 
effort into it. Tom is a great 
example of this, especially the 
fact he has started his own 
business. I am very proud of his 
achievements.”  

          



 

 

 

                       Sharing Success Stories 
                                         Working in the Field  

Student’s Name: Andrew Acacia                                                                                                                                               Class of: 2018 
OCVTS Program: Custom Woodworking and Design                                                                                     Center: The Jackson Center 
Instructor: Rob Gonsalves                                                                                                                               High School: Home Schooled 
Employer: JSD Custom Cabinets, Bayville, NJ                                                                                      Website: jsdcustomcabinets.com 
 

In Andrew’s own words: One of my favorite things about the Custom Woodworking program was just how hands-on it was. I 
always enjoyed building things and this program taught me how to: draw and design custom furniture, be creative with 
materials, and safely operate complex machines that I now use at my job at JSD Custom Cabinets. Mr. G always told us to 
measure twice and cut once.  He also stressed safety first.  This was good advice.  OCVTS taught me the skills I needed and gave 
me the experience using complicated power tools so that I entered the workforce already experienced in the trade.  I started 
working while still a student, and this gave me the confidence to take on independent jobs and to continue my education.  I am 
currently taking a Computer Aided Drafting course and hope to own my business someday.  
 

“Andrew Acacia was a student in my Custom Woodworking and Design class that went out on Cooperative Education at the end 
of 2018.  Andrew is an ambitious young man who is eager to learn and improve his skills.  He was always among the first to 
volunteer for community service projects that the class constructs and I was always confident in his abilities to achieve the 
desired results. Andrew has a great attitude and has consistently demonstrated a responsible, mature work ethic.  He completed 
the two-year Custom Woodworking and Design program with an “A” average and a solid skill set and confidence to enter the 
workforce,” complimentary words courtesy of Rob Gonsalves, Andrew’s Instructor. 

Co-owners of JSD Custom Cabinets, Jim and Logan Dudas (pictured lower left) have combined the old with the new in cabinet 
construction.   Their website states, their company has been serving the Tri-State and Philadelphia area, with excellent service 
and custom cabinets for over 25 years. The JSD team boasts a versatile background in custom woodworking and 
architectural design. Their skills and experience include medical dental cabinetry, custom furniture and kitchens. 
They have a unique vision for building spaces that work for your dental office, medical office or home.  They were 
pleased to hire Andrew because he is up for the challenge of working in this exciting custom shop. 
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  Opportunities…Hands on Learning 
 

 

Heavy Equipment 
Operator 

 2 Year Program /900 Hours 
 

             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
               

             Check out all of the OCVTS 
            programs and success 

               stories at…www.ocvts.org 
 
                        
 

  

 
Joseph Moore, Instructor 

Joe Moore’s credentials include: a BS 
degree in Industrial Technology, with a 
concentration in construction, a NJ CPWM 
license, & a Class A commercial driver’s 
license. In addition, Joe has 30 years of 
experience working in the field. He also 
served as a state certified public works 
manager training the employees to 
operate heavy duty equipment. Our 
students are in good hands!  Joe enjoys 
home remodeling, fishing at the Jersey 
shore, and vacationing with his family. 
He is excited about teaching at OCVTS!  

Career Pathways... 
 

  Heavy Equipment Operator/Rigging 
  Equipment Maintenance/Repair 
  Civil Engineering 
  Highways 
  Bridges 
  Utilities 
  Project Management 
 
 
 
 

Why Heavy Equipment Operator? 
 
 

             Trade Skills You Will Learn 
 

Skills will be further developed through 
the use of state of the art in-class 
simulators and authentic learning 
opportunities in which students will 
operate actual machinery. Throughout 
the program students will be provided the 
opportunity to learn in the field through 
job shadowing experiences and  qualified 
candidates may continue on to participate 
in cooperative education experiences 
with local employers.  

Simalog 
 

Opportunities…To Learn a Trade 
 

The Heavy Equipment Operator program is 
a pre-apprentice program designed to 
provide students with the knowledge, 
skills, and competencies to operate and 
maintain a diverse range of heavy 
construction equipment such as bucket 
loaders, bulldozers, excavators, forklifts, 
amongst others. Students will be engaged 
in industry relevant, hands-on instruction 
that is aligned with the National Center for 
Construction Education Research (NCCER)  
Heavy Equipment Operations curriculum. 
 

Simalog 
 

       



  

Jackson Center 
840 Toms River Road 

Jackson, NJ  08527 
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Hands-On Experience 

Plumbing, Pipefitters,     
Steamfitters, & Fire  

Suppression Systems 
Program 

    2 Year Program /900 Hours 

       

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

             Check out all of the 
           OCVTS programs and 

            success stories at 
           …www.ocvts.org 

Related Job Titles... 
 

  Plumber 
  Steamfitter 
  Pipefitter 
  Inspector 
  Boilermaker 
  Sprinkler 
    Installer 
 

Some of the Trade Skills You Will Learn… 
  Pipe connecting skills, threading, brazing, and soldering methods 
  Reading basic floor plans, blueprints and electrical schematic diagrams   
  Training in the installation, maintenance and servicing of plumbing,   
    heating systems and fire suppression systems 
  Become knowledgeable in plumbing and heating basic safety, system 
    operations, and installation procedures 
  Students will learn to prepare cost estimates 
  Learn and follow state and local building codes 
  Hands-on skills necessary to assemble, maintain, and repair water, gas, and  
    other piping systems in homes, businesses, and industry 

   Career Pathways… 
 

  Apprenticeship 
  Journeyman 
  Inspector 
  Master Plumber 
  Business Owner 
  Union Worker 

 

Why Plumbing? Plumbing, Pipefitters, Steamfitters & 
Fire Suppression Systems 

This shared-time program for high 
school students and adults will prepare 
you with the diverse skills set 
necessary to enter a career in 
residential, commercial, and/or 
industrial plumbing industry. Qualified 
students may have the opportunity to 
job shadow or participate in other 
cooperative education opportunities 
with local plumbing contractors. Upon 
successful of this two-year program, 
students may receive advanced 
standing in the OCVTS Adult Education 
Division Apprenticeship Program. 

Happiness is… 

Being an OCVTS alumni owning your 
 own business 

 



Tours, Guest Speakers, Career Fair Participants…Employers volunteer as guest 
speakers during the school year. They attend all of the Career Fairs to recruit 
our students into their Education Family, and serve as tour guides when we visit 
their place of business. 

Craft Advisors…Employers serve as Craft Advisors sharing information keeping 
the OCVTS trade programs current. They donate equipment, state the specific 
needs of their businesses, and of course, they hire our students.  
 

General Advisory…Business members attend our General Advisory meetings 
sharing (LMI) Labor Market Information, continue to offer suggestions that 
improve our programs, and they care about making OCVTS the BEST! 

Help Wanted Postings…over 1000 annual job openings are created at our Job 
Services Office from employers wanting to hire our students. These Help 
Wanted posting are shared with teachers, current students, and trade related 

alumni. This is a free service provided to them. 
 
 

Scholarship Donations, Support our Fundraisers…Employers and local 
businesses participate in our yearly fundraisers, and they sponsor scholarships 
for the students, along with the Ocean County Foundation for Education 
Excellence. 

 

  Jobs, Jobs, Jobs…Hiring our students, both past and present, offering them the 
opportunity to utilize the skills they have learned in the classrooms. Also 
sharing kind words about OCVTS. For 60 years, area employers have reached 
out to OCVTS wanting to recruit our students for employment. We are grateful! 
OCVTS welcoming them into their “World of Work.” 
 

 

 
“OCVTS WORKS” 

…with the continued assistance and support  

from Employers and our Business Partners.  

This booklet is dedicated to them. 
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The Ships…Externships, Internships, Apprenticeships: Employers participate in 
all of our “Ship” programs. They welcome our students into their world of work, 
giving them the opportunity to get hands-on work experience. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

#OCVTS @OCVTS 

#OCVTS @OCVTSJOBSERVICE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.facebook.com/ocvts
http://www.twitter.com/ocvts
http://www.instagram.com/ocvts
http://www.youtube.com/ocvts
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